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Story from Ian & Wendy Baistow 
 

As you all know I had the gearbox overhauled in the Vanguard 
and it was looking like I would have to take a modern to AOA. 
Well low and behold I got the car back late on the Thursday 
before we were due to depart. Plans for Friday meant I only had 
the weekend to prepare and test the car for the long haul. 
Saturday came and I took the car for a test drive and the gearbox 
worked beautifully money well spent. Things conspired against 
me to get everything done, no time to wash the car only time to  
pack, load the car etc. Tuesday morning came and it was time to 
go.  A few surprised looks when we pulled into McDonalds as 
most thought I would be in a modern. Lunch at The Grey Gum 
International Cafe at putty then onto Scone for our 1st night.  

A call into the 1st Fleet Memorial gardens at Wallabadah on 
Wednesday. Then onto Glenn Innes. Thursday, just over the 
border at Wallangarra we had our morning tea stop and on 
departing the car started and drove about 100 metres before 
stopping. The old adage many hands makes car work was 
applied and within 15 minutes we were on our way (possible fuel 
starvation). We arrived at Ipswich with no other issues. 
Registration on Friday.   
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Then a look around town, a drive out to Wivenhoe Dam 

and a great BBQ with our club on Friday night. Saturday was a 
run to Boonah where at  
 
 
 
 
 
 
that ugly fuel starvation issue struck again.  
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At Boonah we found somewhere to 
have lunch and just up the road we 
found this very unusual clock. Made 
from many things such as Chaff 
cutting blades, Model T exhaust, 
Stationary engine, Steel firebox 
from a portable steam engine, 
railway buffers, Horse shoes plus 
many other items. At Boonah 
Wendy was able to catch up with a 
high school friend whom she has 
not seen for many years. A late 
drive back to Ipswich was delayed 
by some local wildlife. 

Sunday was the big 
display day held at 
Ipswich Racecourse.  
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The AOA organisers arranged to have a steam train run on the 
Sunday for entrants, friends and families. At the turn around point 
tea, coffee, scones, jam & cream were supplied many thanks to 
those who organised that. Following pictures - the train, good 
seating and the not so good and the great feast that followed. 
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Sunday night saw us play dress up. 

Monday was off to Laidley where I caught up 
with two young ladies I have not seen for 
about 40 years.  

 
Tuesday what a shame it 
was time to depart Ipswich 
but the silver lining to this is 
that we get to do it all again 
in two years time. 
 
 

 
 
The trip home was mostly 
uneventful, just following my son 
home and whilst at Forster we 
were rocked (just a little) by a 
3.3 magnitude earthquake.  
 
Looking forward to the next AOA 
in S.A. 
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Story from Tony & Marion Groom 
 
For a bit of fun at this year’s AOA  I thought I might have a go at 
making a rocker cover racer. 
An old A40 cover was cleaned up and I searched the grandkids 
toy box for a Ninja Turtle to fit in the oil cap hole. Must be all the 
pizzas they eat because all of the turtles were too fat. The only 
toy that fitted was Batman so the A40 Batmobile was created.  
The race line up included Snoopy, Ken, Tommy turtle, the 
Frankfurter twins, several trucks and the fearsome Godfather 
who raced in reverse. 
Unfortunately I worked on the incorrect theory that lighter would 
be faster and the Batmobile was eliminated in the first heat. A 
competitor showed me his secret when he turned his rocker 
cover over to reveal it was filled with concrete.  
Look out next time when Batman rides again. 
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Trailer Queens 
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Story from Ann & David Davis 
 
We have just returned from Ipswich after a successful rally and I 
want to share some pictures taken in Ipswich. 
I expect you will see lots of photos of various Austin cars and 
hear about breakdowns etc., but I’m not going to mention any of 
that—I’m going to concentrate on other things we did. 
On the journey up we did a bit of sightseeing and stopped at the 
First Fleet memorial Gardens at Wallabadah, and Thunderbolts 
Grave at Uralla. 

On Good Friday, (while Dave was repairing the 
car) I went for a little walk up Limestone Street—
didn’t go too far as I probably wouldn’t have found my way back!  
Saw some lovely buildings—St Stephens Church, The Technical 
College and a monument illustrating Ipswich history.  
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How about these for decorations on traffic light control boxes? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the afternoon we walked around Queens Park which was only 
a block away from the motel. There are a couple of very steep 
hills in the park. 

This wall 
has 
seen 
better 
days. 
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The steam train ride on Sunday from Ipswich Showground to 
Swandown Station passed through some lovely country,  and we 
managed the journey without getting smoked out. The scones 
and tea at Swandown Station were delicious and no-one really 
wanted lunch when we got back. 

                                         This was our carriage 
 
The runs to Boonah on Saturday and Laidley on Monday were 
well organised and we got to see a lot of the countryside in the 
area, including Moogerah Dam which was so full they had 
opened the spillway. 

The Blumbergville 
Clock at Boonah 
was made in 2014 
from pieces of 
equipment sourced 
from the district 
and re-imagined. 
 



 

Special Edition Austins Over Australia 2017                                                                       13 

The Ipswich art gallery was hosting a couple of interesting  
exhibitions—War Quilts and a Lego Towers exhibition.  
The War Quilts were amazing and dated from as far back as 
1750, having been made by soldiers from old scraps of army 
uniforms. Hours and hours of work must have gone into these. 

How about this lovely sleeping  
baby—looks real enough to pick up and 
cuddle. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How long would  
this take to build 
 
We had a really nice holiday—now we’re  
looking forward to AOA 2019 in Adelaide. 
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Story from Neville and Cheryl Moore 
 
AOA Ipswich 2017. This was our 6th AOA and we  would like to 
say thank you to Dave Davis for organizing the convoy to Ipswich 
we enjoyed the trip and the company of the other club 
members  job well done Dave. A trip like this has  it’s  ups and 
downs  but most cars  made it to Ipswich in one piece .  We 
enjoyed AOA 2017 and are looking forward to 2019 in South 
Australia  and hopefully travelling in convoy again possibly with a 
few new faces.     

Story from Judy & Allan Hogg 
 
Bluey made it to the start on Tues 11th April all excited going to 
visit another state!   Then he decided he didn’t like the oil that 
had been poured into him, so he spat the dummy and got rid of it 
all over the road. 
Photo 1: This is typical of all the heads under the bonnet when a 
problem occurs on a club run. 
Photo 2: Nothing else to do but have a picnic complete with wine 
and bickies whilst waiting for a tow truck to take Bluey home. 
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