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PROBABLY 1'HERE is nothing quite like 1200-
miles of hell-for-leather motoring t hrough the 
Australian Alps to prove whether you are driving 
a "1nonster" - or a car that you can con1e home 
and rave about to a ll \Vho care to lis Len. 

And it was with this in mind that I recently 
set off for the tall timber in an Austin 1800, which 
BMC happily offered for the purpose. 

My choice of vehicle was influenced, too, by a 
long-standing desire to probe deeply into t he 
reasons why a group of hard-core enthusiast,s 
an1ong the motoring fraternity consistently extoll 
the virtures of front-\vheel drive \vith a decided 
touch of fanaticism. 

The planned route read like a skier's drea1n 
- Mt. Buller, Falls Creek, Mt. I-Iotham, then a 
quick sortie into N.S.W. to plough (almost literally) 
over the Alpu1e Way to Thredbo and on to Mt. 
Kosciusko. 

Having prior experience in those areas \vas 
reason enough to throw into the boot a can of 
anti-freeze, pick and shovel, and a tow-rope which 
given sufficient motive power at one end n1ight 
well have shifted the Queen lVIary. 

Two large suitcases and a solidly built passen
ger added a weight factor sufficient to make a use
ful gearing and torque analysis. 

The 1800's "east-west" four cylinder 1798 c.c. 
motor turns out 84 brake 11orse-power - and yet 
how often I have heard the cry "under-powered." 
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COMMENT: First tour stage-Melbourne to Mt. 
Buller via the \Vinding Maroondah Iiighway. Fi
nal a pproach to Mt. Buller - a twisting 10-mile 
climb of more than 4000 vertical feet. Road sur
face - Unsealed, rock-studded. Distance covered 
- 152 miles. Travellil1g time- 165 minutes. End 
comment. 

Average speed for the climb was 30 m.p.h. 
Those who know the road \Vill appreciale what 

that means in terms of hard cornering, frantic 
cog-s\vapping and general road holding. 

Access to the peak, a final 40 vertical foot rise, 
is by foot only. But four-wheel drive maintenance 
vehicles often claw their way up the quarter-mile 
climb to the summit jumping-off point, a small, 
grassed shelf. 

Such a challenge was not to be ignored, 
particularly as the owners of several popular 
fa1nily "sixes" had seen fit to park them at the 
bottom while they walked. 

Looking at the ascent, with its pinches of 1 
in 2 gradient, I wondered momentarily who 
was right, then pointed the Austin toward the 
top and cha rged in a flying start. 

Dodging pot-holes, rocks and sundry pedes
trians added spice to t he sensation of point,ing to
ward the sky until, with almost the last rev., the 
1800 heaved itself onto the shelf. (Our fronL cover 
picture was taken in transit!) 

An overnight stop in the ski village below - a 

.AUS1'RALl,1N MOTOR MANU.L - JULY, 1967 - 2.9 

• 

• 

• 



HOW IT PERFORMED 
Acceleration through the gears: 0-30 mph, 4.3 seconds; 

0-40, 7 .9; 0-50, 12.0 ; 0-60, 16.2; 0-70, 23.8. 
Acceleration in top gear: 20-40 n1ph, 10.7 seconds, 30-

50, 9.7 ; 40-60, 10.9. 
Maximum s~ceds in the gears, first, 28 mph; second, 

45; third, 65; top, 90. 
Fu:el check: At a steady 30 mph, 45 1npg; at 40, 42 

mpg; at 50, 38 mpg. Overall, 28 mpg. 
Fuel consumption on tour: 1200 ha1·d-d.r iven miles, fuel 

used, 47 gallons. Ave1·age, 25.4 mpg. 

winced for the suspension as the 1800 crashed from 
hole to 11ole. But the Hydrolasttc displacers of 
"float on fluid" fame blunted the shocks better 
than most suspensions I have put over similar 
country. 

Thirty-six n1iles of torture later, and bitun1en 
for the run down into the village at 10 p.1n. · The 
huge, modern Coach House Hotel was ablaze with 
light - but also choked with ti1nber, plaster, con
duits and fittings for the now co1npleted $1 million 
renovation project. 

Son1e 30 minutes later a glimmer of light in one 
of the chalets rescued us from the prospect of 
dropping down Lhe Austin 's layback front seats and 
freezing slowly through the night to an equally 
chilly dawn. 

Thirty-six miles from Thredbo across the 
to\vering Ramshead Range - via an excellent 
biLumen surface - is the Perisher Valley \vith the 
smaller snow resort Smiggin Holes at its doorstep. 

A day's tour of the valley encompassed the warm 
hospitality of an old friend, Art Zinimerebner, at 
the Kangaroo Chalet, and a rapid run to the roof 
of Australia - the summit of 7314-ft.-high Mt. 
Kosciusko. 

Rally drivers faced \Vith alpine routes often tune 
their carburettors to compensate for the lower 
air density and iL can be worthwhile. But t he 
existing settings Look us to the summit easily, 
without snatching for anything lower than second 
gear on the steeper grades. 

Back through the valley, past the sprawling 
hotel named after the Man from Snowy River of 
Banjo Patterson fame, a brief glimpse of ski tows 
radiating their cables up the nearby slopes and so 
again to Smiggln's. 

Here we luxuriated overnight In the air-condi
tioned warmth of the $1.2 million Smiggin Holes 
Hotel and treated the "chariot" more kindly than 
usual by sheltering it in the basement garage. 

Came the sixth day of the tour with nothing 
more strenous scheduled than a direct retrace of 
our route to Wangaratta via Thredbo, that horrible 
Alpine Way, Khancoban and Corryong. 

The weather, fine and almost too warm - but 
for the air stream blo\ving from the multi-direc
tional ducts of the 1800's inbuilt "close \Vindow" 
ventilation system - encouraged rapid driving 
and Wangaratta hove in sight at 3 p.m. 

Five minutes later, refuelled and reassured by 
necessary checks of oil, tyres and water, it was 
homeward bound for Melbourne. 

Total distance - 1200 miles. Fuel consumed -
47 gallons. Average consumption within a fraction 
of 25.5 m.p.g., a really remarkable figure consider
ing the average speeds and tl1e nature of t h e 
country traversed. 
MY \'ERDICT : The Austin 1800 is a first class 
touring car, extremely comfortable, well equipped, 
easy to handle and stop. One suggestion: For easier 
gear work a new system to replace the cable link
ages to the box. 

Standing quarter mile: 23.2 sec. 
Flying quarter mile: 9.98 sec. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
ENGINE: Four cylinder, overhead valve, 1798 cc 

capacity, five-bearing crankshait, bore, 3.26 in. 
(80.26 nun), stroke 3.5 in. (88.9 mm). Develops 84 
brake horse power at 5300 rp1n on a compression 
r atio of 8.2: 1 l\faxin1am torque, 99 lb./ ft. at 2100 
rp1n. 

FUEL SYSTEJ.\'I: Single SU carburettor, ty1Je HS6, 
n1echanical fuel pum}J, tilter in pun1p ancl tank. 'l'ank 
capacity, 10~ gallons. 

LUBRICATION: Full pressure feed, sun11> forms oil 
bath for gearbox and final drive; full flo\v filter, 
internal gear type pump driven by crankshaft. Total 
oil capacity, 13* pints, plus 114 pints for external 
fil ler . 

TRANSi'IISSION: Manual, four forv•ard speed, fully 
synchromesh, floor change. Final drive ratio 4.19 :1. 
Drive to front 'vheels via helical SJ>Ur gears and open 
drive shafts \vith universal joints. 

STEERING: Rack and pinion. 3.8 turns lock to lock. 
16~ Ul. diameter stee1·itl,g lvheel. Track (front), 4 ft. 
8 in.; rear 4 f t. 7~ in. Turning circle, 37 ft. 

SUSPENSION: Front. lnde1>endent \Vith u pper and 
lo\ver arms and locating t.ie-rods, swivel axles mount
ed on ball joints; l{ydrolastic displacers (inter
connected front to rear .) Rear. Independent with 
trailing a rms incorporating Hydrolas tic displacer.>, 
anti-roll bar. 

BRAKES: Front, Hydraulic 9 9/32nds. disc brakes. 
Rear. 9 in. x 1* in. d1·ums with leading and trailing 
sho'Cs. 

WHEELS: 175 mm (13 in.) Radial ply tubeless tyres, 
ELECTRICS: 12 volt s. Dynamo 'vith current and volt

age control. 
PRICE: S2365. 
The test· car was made a vailable by the British ~Iotor 

Corporation )Aust.) Melbourne. 
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