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TOO OFTEN THESE GO-FASTER KITS 
produce a car which will spin wheels for 
200 yards, turn respectable burghers 
white and eat petrol like an aeroplane. 

Which is fine, of course, if you own 
an oil well and can take the associated 
noise; a noise sufficiently loud to 
justify ear plugs or intercom between 
driver and passengers. 

Faced with an interstate trip in one 
of these "go-faster" cars, I was ready 
to pack crash hat (for silence), string 
backed gloves and driving shoes. 

It was quite unnecessary with Ethe
ridge's 1800 GT . 

Plan behind their go-faster kit was to 
make a car which, although it performed 
better, retained the original car's fea
tures, and in this they have succeeded 
admirably. 

The modification work started with a 
complete dismantle of the motor and 
the substitution of an MGB camshaft for 
the standard 1800 model . 

Tl1e pistons in the four bores were 
matched for weight, their connecting 
rods were lightened, the crankshaft was 
ba lanced together with the substituted 
competition clutch and flywheel. 

All the modified pieces were then 
crack tested to ensure they were stronger 
than standard and the bottom end was 
reassembled. 

Work began on the top end with the 
polishing of all gasflow areas, the pains· 
taking equ'alisation of capacity in the 
combustion chambers and the fitting and 
lapping in of a special inlet manifold 
and extractor exhaust manifold. 

Two silencers were fitted to the ex
haust to damp out differing resonances 
and a single tail pipe protruded at the 
rear . 



Carburettion on the car in which we 
Here cruising at a relaxed 80 mph was 
?y twin ' SU 1.5 inch with air cleaners 
to quieten their otherwise insistent suck 
behind the dashboard. 

Inside the test car there were some 
extra engine instruments set on a wood 
igrained panel ahead of the steering 
wheel and matching this on the passen
ger's side was a door closing to the parcel 
shelf with a magnetic catch. 

To help others pick the car were yellow 
and black stripes (ugh!) over the roof, 
quartz iodine lights in front and backing 
lights set into the matt black tail panel. 

The car certainly felt different to 
drive with its 105 bhp, its ability to take 
7000 rpm without any apparent strain 
and its increased torque. 

And most important as far as long 
distance travel was concerned, the noise 
level was very little different from that 
of the standard 1800. 

Overtaking cars or pulling up Hume 
Highway type hills proved the car's extra 
torque was working well and the handling 
was altered only slightly from that of the 
standard car. 

With the 1798 cc motor mounted 
transversely ahead of the dashboard and 
driving the front wheels, the car had the 
front wheel drive understeer characteris
tic of all such cars - but with the 1800 
from Etheridge, the extra power tended 
to magnify the effects. 

Pressing on through corners produced 
understeer but lifting off in mid corner 

caused the nose to tuck-in with resultant 
oversteer. 

When necessary the car could be 
slowed from 80 mph without any sign 
of fade or strain from the 9,} inch dia
meter front disc brakes and 9 inch drums 
at the back. 

Steering was different in feel cetain
ing the 38 ft . turning circle and 3-} turns 
lock to lock, but with effort no greater 
and convenience much improved through 
the fitting of a smaller diameter wood 
rimmed steering wheel. 

Fuel disappeared from the 12 gallon 
tank at the rate of a gallon of Super every 
24 miles or so at 80 mph, but at slower 
speeds the figure improved to around 28. 

Most important, though, was the re
laxed feel about the car, its very smooth 
motor and the retention of the 1800's 
good family qualities. 

A feature of the conversion was the 
way the engine would run smoothly down 
to 20 mph in top gear if desired . 

Around the city the car was less at 
home than in the country, its 2573 lb. 
body being rather hefty for 1800 cc, 
despite the power increase. 

It spun wheels on bitumen during ac
celeration tests, however, and reached 50 
mph in a brief 9.2 seconds, covering the 
standing quarter mile in 18.9 seconds. 

Summing Up: Well thought out, the 
engine conversion adds some $430 to the 
cost but improves the car's performance, 
smoothness, reliability, and makes it an 
effortless, quiet open road runner. 

1800 GT dash has extra intrumentatlon IncludIng tachometer (red. 
lined at 7000 rpm), 011 pressure gauge and ammeter. SteerIng wheel 

is wood rimmed. 

CAR FROM: Etheridges, Whitehorse 
Road, Blackburn . 

PRICE AS TESTED: $3200. 
OPTIONS FITTED: Wooden steering 

wheel, tachometer, driving lights, 
backing lights, paint identification 
of model, oil pressure, vacuum and 
ammeter gauges. 

ENGINE: 
Type .... 4 cyl., front wheel drive, 

transverse 
Bore and Stroke ....... . 80 x 89 mm 
Capacity .. .. .... .... .... .. .. 1798cc 
Compression ratio .... .. ...... 9.3:1 
Power (gross) approx. 105 bhp at 

5600 rpm 
Torque ..... ... approx 110 ft./lb. at 

TRANSMISSION: 
3000 rpm 

Four speed, all synchro mesh. 
CHASSIS: 

Wheelbase .... .... .... 106 inches 
Length .... .... .... .... 1 66t inches 
Track F .... ... . .. .. .. .. 56 inches 
Track R ................ sst inches 
Width ... . . ....... .. ... ... 67 inches 
Clearance (Minimum) 6t inches 
Test weight .. .......... 2573 Ibs. 
Fuel capacity .... .. .. .... lOt gallons 

SUSPENSION: All independent by 
hydrolastic displacers connected 
front to rear. 

BRAKES: Power assisted. 
Front: Disc 9,} in. 
Rear: Drum 9 in. 

STEERING: 
Type; Rack and pinion . 
Turning circle: 38 ft. 

WHEELS/TYRES: Steel, 165 x 14 in. 
radial plys. 

PERFORMANCE: 
Zero to 
30 mph .... 4.2 
40 mph .... 6.9 
50 mph .... 9.2 
60 mph 13.3 
70 mph 17.6 
80 mph 24.3 
90 mph NA 

100 mph NA 

seconds 
seconds 
seconds 
seconds 
seconds 
seconds 

Standing quarter mile 18.9 seconds 
Fuel consumption on test 23.8-25.2 
mpg on SUper fuel. 
Fuel consumption (expected) 1$ 

above. 
Cruising range 230 miles. 
Indicated 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
Actual 30 NA 49 NA 69 NA NA NA 

MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS: At 
7000 rpm in gear. 
1st .... 
2nd 
3rd 
4th .... 

.. .. 33 mph 

.... 54 mph 
.... 79 mph 

. ... 108.4 mph 
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