
WINNING Porsche 911T of Vic Elford and David Stone on the final mountain circuit run where Alpines' opposition collapsed. 

T
ENACIOUS Londoner Vic Elford 
and his navigator, David Stone, 
got their revenge on the BMC 
Minis by winning this year's Monte 

Carlo Rally in their Porsche 911 T. 
Another Porsche, driven by Finns 

Pauli Toivonen and Martti Tiukkanen, 
came second. The Porsches triumphed 
despite the incantations of BMC com
petitions manager Peter Browning, who 
prayed for snow, ice, and all that slip
pery stuff just before the final speed 
trials. 

Last year the weather man heeded 
Browning's prayers and the Minis 
swept home to victory over Elford's 
Porsche, thanks to their superior slip
and-slide handling. This time, however, 
the tables were reversed. 

The weather stayed dry, so did the 
roads - and the Porsches were able 
to make full use of their power advan
tage to topple the Minis. 

But the "flying bricks" did not do 
too badly. The Aaltonen/Liddon, Fall/ 
Wood and Hopkins/Crellin Mini-Cooper 
1293cc "S" cars finished third, fourth 
and fifth overall, won the Equipe teams 
prize and first, second and third in 
their class. To top it off, all BMC works 
entries - four Minis and three 1800s 
- were classed as finishers. 

Biggest surprise of the event was 
the performance of the Renault Alpine 
coupes, which led the Rally 1-2-3 at 
one stage and may well have carried 
it off if it weren't for a series of 
mishaps_ 

MODERN MOTOR - APRIL 1968 

Porsches turnea tables on Minis in Monte Carlo Rally - but Renault 
Alpines nearly did them both, says Harold Dvoretsky 

The Alpines moved into the lead 
after the third mid-Rally special test, 
with Elford's Porsche lying fourth_ Then 
a dud distributor put their lead car, 
driven by Jean-Francois Piot, out of 
the running - and a few minutes later 
Jean-Claude Andruet's Alpine left the 
road and crashed into a snowbank. 

This left Gerard Larrousse's Alpine 
out in front, and he was still 14 sec
onds ahead of Elford's Porsche as the 

cars returned to Monte Carlo after the 
first mountain climb test series. 

Elford pulled all stops out to over
haul the Alpine's lead and managed to 
do so after the first three tests of the 
final mountain climb. But his margin 
over the French car was only 19 sec
onds, and with three more tests left 
it was still either man's race. 

It was then that final misfortune 
st'ruck at the Alpine team. Some nitwit 
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DEUTSCHLAND 
URER ALLES! 

spectators on the Turini Pass spread 
snow across the road on a blind bend; 
Larrousse's Alpine skidded on this and 
hit a retaining wall , wrecking its front 
suspension. 

Neither Larrousse nor his navigator 
was injured , luckily for them - as well 
as for the thrill ·hungry spectators, 
several of whom were lumbered off 
by the gendarmes to be charged with 
creating a public mischief. 

The sole remain ing Renault Alpine 
of the four·car team, driven by Jean 
Vinat ier, completed a trouble·free run 
to finish seventh behind the two 
Porsches, the three Mini ·Coopers and 
Ove Andersson 's Lancia Fulvia - and 
to win its class, which was some con· 
solation for the ill-starred team. 

The Lancias were never a serious 
threat to the Alpine - Porsche - Mini 
parade, though they did manage to 
win the Charles Faroux prize for a 
manufacturer's nomina ,ed team of 
three cars - for the third successive 
year, incidentally. 

Their nominated team included Pat 
Moss-Carlsson and Liz Nystrom (to
gether again, like old times), who drove 
their Fulvia into 14th place to take 
the Coupe des Dames. 

The same misguided spectators who 
wrecked Larrousse's Renault Alpine 
also ruined the chances of another 
French manufacturer - Citroen. 

Robert Neyret's Citroen DS21 was 
leading easily in the Group 1 category 
when it hit the man-made snow hazard 
on Turini Pass and crashed into the 
retaining wall - just as Larrousse did, 
and with similar results. 

Ironically, the spectators who caused 
these two mishaps were French. In 
view of France's newly-reawakened in
terest in motor sport, they must have 
felt pretty contrite about it. I wonder 
what sentences they' ll get for their 
stupidity. . 

Talking in terms of nationalities, the 
Japanese scored their best placing yet 
in the Monte - a Datsun driven by 
Hannu Mikkola and Anssi Jarvi (two 
more Finns in the front ranks of rally 
drivers!) ' finished ninth overall, behind 
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the already-mentioned top placegetters 
and Leo Cella's Lancia Fulvia. 

Tenth place overall went to the 
works Porsche 911T of Waldegaard 
and Helmer, which meant the No. 1 
drivers of the first ten cars included 
three Britons, three Finns, two Swedes, 
one Frenchman and one Italian. 

Kind weather wasn't the only factor 
that herped the Porsches to victory
they also profited by this year's re
moval of restrictions on the type and 
number of tyres used in the event. 
Competition Porsches are rather finicky 
about their footwear; iri the past this 
has been more of a handicap to them 
than to most other makes, but this 
time their crews could make sure they 
were suitably shod for each type of 
road conditions_ 

As it happened, 10 of the 13 special 
tests were suitable for racing tyres, 
while two of the others were best run 
on lightly-studded summer tyres; the 
Porsches took full advantage of per
missible tyre-changes. 

Nor were there any restrictions on 
other accessories this year, except the 
normal ones imposed by FIA regula
tions. The only serious argument dur
ing scrutineering involved the special 
Weber-based carburettors of the BMC 

Minis, and for a while it roo 
though we might get a shambl 
lar to that of a couple of 
when the Minis were disqua 
using' quartz-iodine headlam 
commonsense won out and the 
neers decided the conversion d 
infringe the regs. 

But this narrowly-averted 
and those of previous 
probably the reasons for 
Monte promised for next year. 

Final arrangements are yet 
completed , but the idea is 
cars will make their way to 
almost leisurely fashion , th 
cross the Principality in a 
trials from Monte Carlo 
should have two effects: one 
more cars will get to Monte, 
help to swell the local sho 
tills; the other that more cars 
naturally, more spectators
around for a longer period, 
same beneficial result for the 
keepers. 

FOOTNOTE: Elford's Monte 
victory was to be the first I 
double for the Londoner 
off for the U.S.A. a few · 
co-drive the Porsche that 
Daytona 24-hour race in Florida. 



TOP: BMC works·entered Morris 1800 crewed by Brian Culcheth and Johnstone Syer was a finisher. BOTTOM: Happy Irishman 
Paddy Hopkirk operates with typical abandon on a mountain pass. He finished fifth, helped BMC win L'Equipe Team prize. 
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