
We start a 10,OOO-mile 

consumer-cum-marathon test 

of a car that demands 

a second look from everybody. 

50 WHEELS, February, 1967 

A POLICY in this office is to live with a test car 
as long as possible. The longer you spend with 

it, the better you understand it - its whims, its ways, 
the reasons behind its design. Mind you, some of the 
people who supply test cars feel exactly the opposite 
- the longer we spend with a car the more chance 
we have to find its faults. You would be astonished 
at the number of two-day road tests we refuse, only 
to be told that other writers are quite happy with 
that length of time. 

But even our aim of 1000 miles for every test is not 
long enough. A few times we have come back to a 
car after six months to discover with astonishment 
one or two prime items somehow overlooked. 

So we were very pleased when BMC agreed to our 
request for the loan of an Austin 1800 for 10,000 
miles to run a consumer test that would incorporate 
a marathon run. We had felt that the essentiality of 
the 18.00 had somehow escaped us in our test, which 
was done on an early pre-production car well before 
release date. We knew then that the 1800 demanded 
a lot bf familiarisation, and were appropriately 
cautious in our comments. 

It is time for a second look at the Austin 1800, if 
only for the reason that the car's relatively mild sales 
have been caused by the same factor - to short an 
acquaintance. It is hard for any salesman to provide 
more than a twice-around-the-block as a demon
stration, and twice-around-the-bock is exactly where 
the Austin 1800 shines least. This is an open road 
car, a long-striding-bad-roads car, a big, comfortable, 
well-engineered and advanced piece of motorised 
thinking that takes some understanding. 

We took delivery of l!.'GB560, in pleasant maroon 
with beige trim, Olympic GT Radials and push-button 
radio, on October 14. It was selected from the normal 
production run, given the customary pre-delivery, 
and handed over to us with 49 miles up. No fiddles. 

We ran the car in through our own system, which 
has invariably produced some shatteringly fast road 
test cars, and involves varying some piston speeds 
between two selected marks. The first 1000 miles 
turned up the usual crop of minor faults. The driver 's 
window winder was stiff; it was hard to select first 
and second and the right-hand windscreen washer jet 
was adjusted to spray idle parking pOlice on the foot
path. At 160 miles a fuse blew, taking out the horn, 
headlight fiasher and interior light. We replaced it. 
It blew again. The wiring was a little crossed up. 

At the first '1000 miles service BMC corrected these 
faults, as well as an incipient clutch shudder in re
verse. At 2500 miles at the time of writing, there have 
been no more faults, except for the speedometer cable 
breaking at 1794 miles and ruining our fuel consumption 
log. We have been careful keeping these fuel figures, 
and at 10,000 miles will have producd a very interest
ing graph of consumption throughout the period. So 
far it has varied from a low of 19.3 mpg during run
ning-in to a high of 28.5 on a BOO-mile trip. However, 
it has only just freed up enough to start taking per
formance figures, and we expect the proper fuel 
average to be around 30 by now. 

We won't give you any more history of the car at 
this stage, because there's a long way to go. The car 
is being used as a normal office hack in the city, as 
transportation on country and interstate trips, and 
as a test-bed for new products. Some time in Febru
ary we will do a_ marathon run wit~ it. 

So there you have it. We're all becoming very fond 
of the car, appreciating its virtues and its faults to
gether. One thing's for sure; at the end of this, if 
you want to know anything about Austin 1800s 
ask us! 


