
In which a little "~t 01 tickle goes a long wag 

WITH the release of every new 
model comes yet another glint in 

the eye of the hot-up experts. 
Whether just a mUd head job or a 
full house conversion with fuel in
jection or supercharger there is in
evitably mmeone trying for more 
performance. More often it is the 
undernourished, overweight hack 
than the imported poor man's GT. 
Some sedans lend themselves to 
tuning - notably the Mini and 
Cortina - but others are better 
left alone. Thus to anyone in his 
right mind an Austin 1800 is a 
roomy, comfortable family sedan 
that makes a reasonable fist of ful
filling its designed purpose. To Syd
ney enthusiast John Tickle the 1800 
was a challenge as a project hot-up. 

Now, we're not saying that John 
Tickle Is out of his mind; only that 
when we heard of the "Tickled 
1800" as we dubbed It the thought 
of this fioating lounge room going 

42 WHEELS, February, 1968 

really quickly was a bit hard to 
swallow. So after following through 
the hot-up we set off to the test 
strip fully prepared to say. "Well, 
Mr Tickle, we told you so; Austin 
1800s just don't go quickly." 

As the mobile loungeroom hurtled 
through the fiying quarter mile for 
yet another timed average of 104 
mph (repeat 104 mph), we snuck off 
with our tails between our legs. To 
push the considerable frontal area 
of an 1800 along another 20 mph 
quicker than the standard car took 
no small amount of blood, sweat and 
tears - and brass. So this is what 
makes a 104 mph Austin 1800 Tick-Ie, 
if you'll pardon the expression. 

Behind the project is staff friend 
and BMC salesman-racing identity 
Ron Haylen, who consistently dom
inated the 1100 cc class with his 
Mini-Cooper a season or so back. It 
was a potential Mini-Cooper S buyer 
that was persuaded into an Austin 

1800 when John Tickle sought Hay
len's views on a good touring car. 

Now we'll agree the 1800 is at 
home on the open road (as on our 
Sydney-Perth-Sydney run) but no 
ball of fire away from the lights, 
so Haylen's idea was invest in the 
1800 for around the same coin . as 
an S, keep it until warranty expired, 
then tweak it for more open road 
go, even to S standard. So the goa 
was set. In technical terms the aim 
was 100 mph and a standing quarter 
mile under 18.0 sec. 

So EGU-990 started an innocen 
life in the hands of Regular Army 
man John Tickle but destined for 
100 mph. All was well to 7000 miles 
when the clutch gave way. This 
was purely a warranty job but a 
the advantage of a heavier clutch 
for the car's intended performance 
was obvious, so a competition uni' 
was fitted with the small cost differ
ence met by Tickle. At the same 



On the dyno at Sydney's Town and 
CCJUntry garage; second. part of 
modifications added 26 bhp at front 
wheels - and. this is Sydnell's most 
conservative (jor that, read reltable) 
dynamometer. It's a Clayton. 

Under the bonnet is all good-looking 
gear, a bit complicated with all the 
extra plumbing but quite impressive 
nonetheless. New manifolding fits in 
well, and yCJU need only one extra 
carbie to move this block of fiats. 

The Tickled Austin 1800 head. after 
Ken Wiggins had worked hts magtc. 
Wiggins does most of the racing 
heads on Minis, as well as compre
hensive balancing and building-up 
work on a lot of other makes. 

By JAMES LAING·PEACH 

TOPS THE TON 
time a warm cam, ground by Sydney 
experts McGee Cams, was installed, 
again with a view to the future . 
Apart from these mods, new wheel 
bearings and engine mountings, the 
1800 received no special attention 
other than regular servicing until 
11,000 miles came up. After the cam 
and new clutch were installed the 
wheel rims were taken out to 5 ~ in. 
and fitted with Dunlop 175-13 SP3 
tyres. In this condition we tested 
the car for later comparison. Top 
speed was 89 mph with a standing 
quarter mile coming up in 19.9 sec, 
0-50 mph in 11.3 sec and 0-60 mph 
in 16.1 sec. The car was then trund
led up to Town and Country Garage 
at Linda Avenue, Hornsby, where 
John Schroder, guardian and tuning 
expert for Paul Bolton's 2.5-litre 
Repco-Brabham, ran the 1800 on a 
Clayton dynamometer. Best reading 
showed 54 bhp at the car's front 
wheels running on 90 mph. 

Come 11,000 miles and the real 
work began. Working in off time, 
Tickle pulled down the engine and 
packed the block off to Re-Bores 
Pty Ltd at Woolloomooloo where it 
was chemically cleaned and the 
cylinders honed. Then the big build
up started. Here Ron Haylen came in 
again. Having prepared his own rac
ing engines, Haylen has a fair idea 
how BMC mills go together. A 
complete new set of rings and bear
ings was installed, both BMC parts 
as the standard bearings can stand 
the extra strain, and the block was 
painted with a blue Hammertex 
finish which looks very good and 
not unlike BMC's original engine 
paint. The head was sent to Ken 
Wiggins, one of the very best in 
BMC gas ftow design, who shaped 
it to the same path as an MGB 
"hot head". A Lynx manifold was 
fitted to take twin U in. SUs, which. 
are standard size, making it neces-

sary to buy only one extra Instru
ment. The ports were opened up 
and polished, then all the bits went 
back to Ron Haylen to screw back 
together. 

Meanwhile, back at 62 Beresford 
Road, Chullora, Jim Gwilliams was 
experimenting with odd bits of pipe 
to set up the best possible Race
master extractor exhaust. The result 
delivered a lot more horses from the 
1800 ccs, if a bit more loudly. With 
the head in place compression was 
worked out at 9 to 1 and MGB valve 
springs took care of extra rpm. The 
engine had been balanced when 
taken down originally for installing 
the competition clutch and cam. 
To take care of the exciting burble 
from Gwilliams Ii in. diameter ex
haust, a Valiant Lukey muffler was 
screwed in. 

(Continued on page 78) 
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OTECT YOUR HEADLIGHTS 
FROM FLYING STONES 

only genuine "LlGHTGUARD" is 

CHROMIUM-PLATED ON BRASS 

MPROVES HEADLIGHT APPEARANCE 

U CONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 

FIT IT YOURSELF • A PERFECT FIT 

RANGE FOR ALL MODEL CARS 
PH. 

'51ST ON GENUINE "L1GHTGUA0D'.' .. 

Crypton 
Clam meters 

- a ure induction ammeters that show the 
of the current tlowing in a D.C. circuit by 

clamping the meter to the cable. No 
..... -c ... ,r-tir'n needed, no disturbance to existing 

equ red, simple, foolproof. Available in 
""'odels rated 40, 500 and 1,500 amps. 

(AI ASIA) PTY . LTD. 

AUSTIN 1800 TOPS THE TON 
(Continued from page (3) 

Much of the added urge could be directly attributed 
to the exhaust as a lot of fiddling went into setting 
up the right vacuums. About the only items not 
changed were the spark plugs. A longer reach plug 
could not be used because of the .060 in. head shave. 

So with all this gear in place it began to look 
possible that this 1800 would ill fact, go. About the 
only other major change was done to the running 
gear before the car was taken up for a second visit 
to Town and Country for final tuning and to check 
what sort of real horsepower there was. To keep the 
widened wheels on the road, the Hydrolastic suspen
sion fluid was changed over to the Cooper S compe
tition fluid and pumped to greater stiffness. As with 
any Austin 1800, constant hard driving causes slack
ness in the gear lever linkage cables, which were 
replaced. To complete the picture a tachometer, 
quartz iodine driving lamp and steering wheel cover 
were added and the car headed for Town and Country 
for final sorting out and tuning before we set it 
against the cioek. With a bit of fiddling the needle 
ran up to a fantastic 80 bhp at the front wheels with 
the speedo on 90 mph (5500 rpm approx). 

Down with the bonnet and time to go Cooper-hunt
ing. But with stop watch in hand the real test was yet 
to come - ~o out to our test strip. To an observer 
in a Morris 1100S being tested the same day, the 
Tickled 1800 didn't appear to approach the strip 
particularly quickly. But as the 1800 came closer the 
observer was seen to make quick movement, put his 
hands over bis eyes then dive under the back seat. 
He was heard to stammer later that he thought the 
little 1100 had been sucked clear across the road from 
the 1800's Slipstream. He wasn't far wrong, for the 
slipstream behind a block of flats moving at a two
way average of 101 mph is something for the mind to 
ponder. 

Back on the quarter and Tickle screwed it up for 
the big assault. As the comp clutch bit and the SP3s 
clawed at the bitumen, a loud noise was detected in 
the engine compartment. But not to worry! On to a 
quarter time of 17.9 sec. Not bad, but try as we could 
this time could not be touched or equalled again. At 
the end of the runs a peek under the bonnet showed 
the carburettor tubes well closed up causing starvation 
after continual batihing against the firewall. As the 
engine mounts had just been renewed there was 
scope for a good stabiliser bar to hold down the torque 
on take-off. 

The full comparative figures are shown on page 80. 
But the goal had been attained. Well over the ton and 
a consistent 18.0 second quarter. We then pricked the 
balloon and asked the obvious - what did it all cost? 
So we came up with this list which included every
thing to make your 1800 do the ton - except the 
labor of screwing it all together. 

Fools with nr~;'! 
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On your travels through 
Australia, whether touring 
or commuting, always 
remember that a casually· 
thrown cigarette or a live 
match or a careless 
picnic fire can cause 
devastation costing 
mil/ions of dollars and 
ruining many people's 
very lives. Just remember 
one thought; car makers 
don't build ashtrays into 
their cars just so you can 
have somewhere to keep 
your small change. 
Use the ashtray-not 
the window. 
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