
\ 

) ~ 

Here they are . . . Leyland's dead-serious attack on the 
regular sedan market ... two new cars with on ali-Austra
lian overhead camshaft East-West six cylinder engine, body 
and interior refinements and mechanical innovations such as 
a thermo-electric fan. These full detail photos of cars newly 
rolled from the production line are backed with a complete 
technical breakdown by ROB LUCK. 

MEET the new Austin Tasman 
and Kimberley - British Ley

land's brand new Big Three chal
lengers, due for release on Novem
ber 17. 

These exclusive photographs show 
every detail of the greatest car to 
come out of British Leyland Aust
ralia in five years. Completely 
localised by an Australian 1esign 
team, the new Austins are good 
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looking, comfortable, hard-pushing, 
well-equipped six cylinder cars that 
will give B-L a real showroom force 
in the regular sedan market. 

Focal point of the new model 
release is British Leyland's new six 
cylinder East-West engine-a world 
first fot the Australian company. 
It is spliced between the guards of 
a completely face-lifted body with 
an all-new interior on the same 

Face for the future - Leyland's 
luxury Kimberley heads aD a strong 
new attack on the regular sedan 
market. Tasman has single lamps. 

basic Austin 1800 Mk 2 suspension 
(hydrolastic, of course). 

The models names - Tasman 
and Kimberley - were chosen for 
their Australian ring. The Tasman 
is the base model with 105 bhp 
single carburettor motor. It will 
sell for around $2600 in manual 
form and $2850 with the three
speed automatic. 

The Kimberley is fitted out with 
twin-carb 115 bhp motor, has four 
headlights, exterior trim decorator 
strips and more luxurious interior 
trim (although it uses an identical 
dash layout) . Bench seats are 
standard in the Tasman, buckets in 
the Kimberley, but either can be 
specified for both models. Four-



Dramatic dash - B-L 1970-71 style. 
Round instruments in square nacel
les replace the old strip speedo. 
Cars also get better through-flow, 
proper glovebox, ignition/ steering 
lock, hazard warning flashers. 

All-new Australian OHC derived 
from 1500 OHC with Austin 1800 
gearbox. Location is East-West 
driving front wheels, and radiator 
is now moved up behind the grille 
with thermo-electric fan. This is 
twin-carb 115 bhp Kimberley. Note 
water-heated manifold. 

speed manual and three-speed 
automatics are the only gear 
options. The Kimberley is priced at 
near $3000 for the manual, $3250 
for the automatic. 

The Tasman and Kimberley Ilre 
built on an extended Austin 1800 
wheelbase - up three inches to 
almost 110 in. (109.8 in.). Tracks 
front and rear are actually slightly 
down on the Austin 1800 (front is 
now 55~ in. - previously 56! in. and 
rear is 541 in. (551 in.). This is due 
chiefly to wheel width (5J) and a 
re-alignment of the o1fset of the 
wheel centres. Tyre size is now 165-
14, and radial. ply rubber is still 
standard equipment. 

The overall message is increased 
interior room and even better rear 
seat legroom, plus a longer overall 
body (by 6 in.), better style, and 
better ride from the longer stride. 

But the engine is the biggest 
news. Built simply by tacking an 
extra two cylinders on the end of 
the 1500's overhead camshaft block, 
the new Austin engine is up to a 
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modest 2227 cc and produces its 
maximum 115 bhp at 5500 rpm in 
the twin-carburetted versions. Tor
que of 126lbs/ ft is produced at 3500 
rpm (up from 101lbs/ ft at 2200 
rpm), which should give the car 
good flexibility and low-speed pull
ing power. 

This new engine weighs 2G lb 
less than the Austin 1800 four 
cylinder mill it replaces, although 
it is still based on an undersquare 
design (bore 3 in., stroke 3.2 in.) 
and maintains the Austin 1800's 
low compression ratio - 8.6 to 1. 
Carburetion is SU HS6 U in.-the 
twins are vertical with a one-piece 
square air fllter and the single 
is angled at 20 degrees. Both sit on 
an impressive fully water heated 
manifold. 

The gearbox unit is integral as 
in all other East-west B-L designs, 
but the new Austins feature mas
sive 19! pint oil capacity for the 
combined crankcase/gearbox - up 
from 10-13 pints on the various 
Austin 1800 models. 

The oil fllter is now a disposable
can full-flow type and British Ley
land may release the car with 6000 
mile oil changes. Because of the 
engine width, the radiator is moved 
from its traditional B-L position in 
the side of the inner guard to a 
conventional spot right behind the 
grille. 

Obviously cooling such a set-up 
by driving a fan off the crankshaft 
pulley (which is set at right angles 
to the radiator) would produce 
expensive problems, so British Ley
land took another tack - fltting a 
thermo-electric fan that cuts in 
automatically when the tempera
ture reaches 99 deg C and cuts out 
again when the temperatute falls 
below 88 deg C. This makes the 
new Austin engine the most effi
ciently cooled power plant in our 
regular sedan market - owners 
should have no fear of the worst 
traffic jams or the hottest outback 
conditions. 

The alternator is a new bigger 
power, nine diode type. Electricals 
are Lucas. 

The gearbox and its internals are 
massive, but space within the steel 
sump/gearbox casing (alloy has 

Big boot, high-lip, but heavy mat
ting and lighting mark the new cars. 

Bench seat is standard in Tasman, 
buckets tor Kimberley. Floor shifter 
is manual in this shot but auto is 
optional. Interior room is upped 
with longer wheelbase. 

Signs of the times: Tasman and 
Kimberley are the big B-L names 
for 1970-71. Note trim variations. 
Key-system is now double-sided 
simplified opening, with remote 
boot lock for parking stations. 

been dropped) is also considerable. 
The gearbox is not based in any 
way on the 1500 from which the 
new 135 cu in. engine is derived. 
Internals are beefed-up four-speed 
Austin 1800 and gear selection is 
by flexible cable - modified from 
the Austin 1800 system for more 
positive control. The cables also 
feature special new seals at the 
engine-end to prevent engine oil 
leaking up the tubes - the major 
source of gear selection problems 
on early Austin 1800s. The clutch 
is a single dry plate diaphragm 
spring of 8~ in. diameter. 

Ground clearance is also increas
ed at sump height and no guard is 
fltted. 

Brakes are power-assisted disCI 
drums of identical specification to 
the Austin 1800 - 9.3 in. disc/9 in. 
drums. The power booster unit is 
massive and pedal effort is almost 
non-existent. 

Steering is also little changed. 
Because the new six cylinder 
engine/ gearbox is 201b lighter than 
the four it replaces, steering effort 
is decreased slightly. There have 
been detail geometry re-alignments 
to boost this effect and nylon bush
ing is now used to insulate the 
driver from steering feedback and 
shock. 

British Leyland's Australian de
sign team has done a pretty im
pressive re-work of the cockpit. The 
dashboard is completely changed
strip speedo and parcels shelf have 
been replaced by a square-format 
full-width padded dash that fea
tures circular dials with cone lenses 
deep-sunk in square boxes right in 
front of the driver. A 110 mph 
speedo gives some clue to the new 
performance available - the second 
dial covers temperature and fuel 
gauges on the Tasman plus oil and 
alternator gauges on the Kimberley. 

The through-flow ventilation sys
tem is immediately obvious - Cor
tina-type circular vents sit at the 
dashboard ends - air is extracted 
through the rear C-pillars. 

The steering wheel is an Austin 
1800-type large diameter two-spoke 
plastic job, thinly disguised under a 
padded centre boss with Leyland 
insignia. It hides a combinatior. 
traftlcator/ headlight/hom stalk and 
ignition/ steering lock on the col
umn - standard on all models. 

Switchgear is piano-key type an 
covers two-speed wipers, 
washers, lights, fan and 
warning flashers. Warning 
provide visual check-outs of 
alternator and ignition. 

The centre panel has cigar 
(provision on Tasman - "t.<>nnArt! 

on Kimberley) heater slides, 
tray and radio blank-panel. A 



Profile shows new rear quarter 
treatment with aeroflow extractors. 
Note also flush door handles, petrol 
tank filler, wrap-around bars/l ights. 
Car look$ balanced from all angles. 

heater-demister unit is standard 
inclusive in the price of both cars: 

All four door have armrests, sub
dued decoratIons on the door trims 
fiexible plastic \\inder knobs and 
streamlined door handles. Push
button door ocks are fitted. 

The handbrake is on the floor 
at the dri"er's side between seat 
and door and the bonnet is still 
tamper-resistant due to an interior 
bonnet lock swung under the dash. 

Finish and detail trim and equip
ment on the car appear to be excel
lent. E\'ery compartment is auto
matically fully lit \\ith bright use
ful lights. Lifting the heavy sound
proofed engme 'd reveals a bright 
dome near the leading edge that 
illuminates he compartment bril
liantly. I has a cut-out switch as 
well and the bonnet props up by 
the Austin 1800- ype slide. 

The boo is deep, long and roomy 
with heavy VInyl fioor cover and 
spare under the mat, It locks with 
a separa'e key and British Leyland 
has finally dropped its confusing 
multiple-key system in favor of 
simple double-sided keys. 

With simIlar overall body weight 
to the Austin 1800-body weight up 
but engine 'eight dovm producing 
an increase of only 80lb to nearly 
27 cwt - the nev.. Austins are good 
performers. They will top the ton 
for the first nne and standing 
quarter times are down to an excel
lent 17.8 for the Kimberley. 19.0 for 
the Tasm3.n - seconds faster than 
the 1800. Through-tile-range accel
eration is vas y improved (0-60 
drops from 15.8 sees to 12.8 secs) 
and torque in the ' termediate sees 
the greatest development of all -
the 20-40 mph figure drops from 
around 11.5 seconds in fourth gear 
to less than 10 seconds. 

For British Ley and, the Tasman 
and Kimberley are the Great White 
H-opes. They mark a major break 
from British-dominated engineering 
and give the Australian company 
a better' chance to compete \\i th the 
established products of the Big 
Three that have seen so much 10cP.I 
development. With a 98 percent 
local content they also represent a 
solid contribution to the Australian 
motor industry and the national 
economy. British Leyland is plan
ning a spectacular national release. 

Just how good the car is for 
Australian conditions can only be 
decided with full practical evalua
tion. We'll bring you an in-depth 
road test and evaluation as soon as 
a car is available. # 

ENGINE : 

- -

Technical Specifications 
AUSTIN TASMAN and KIMBERLEY 

Cylinders ................................................................. ........... Six, in·line East·West layout 
Bore and stroke ............... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... ................................................ 3.00 in. x 3.2 in. 
Cubic capacity .......................................................................................... 2227 cc (l35 cu in., 
Compression ratio ................................................................................................... .... ..... 8.6 to 1 
Valves ........ ......................................... .. .. ........... .. ....... .. .. .. .. .... ... .. .. ... ...................... ..... ........ .. ...... SOHC 
Carburellors ...... Single 1 ~ in . HS6 SU-Tasman; Twin I! in. HS6 SU-

Kimberley 
Fuel Pump .. ..................................................................... .. ... .. .............................. ........... mechanical 
Oil fllter ............................................................ ........ .. ... ........ ... .. .. ................................ .. ........ full flow 
Power at rpm ...... 105 bhp at 5500 rpm-Tasman; 115 hhp at 5500 rpm-

Kimberley 
Torque at rpm ... 115 Ibs/ft at 3500 rpm-Tasman; 126lbs/ft at 3500 rpm 

-Kimberley 

TRANSMISSION: 
Type ..................... .. .... ..... ................. .. Four.speed manual or three.speed automatic 
Clutch .......... ..... ............................................ .. .. .. ............ s.d.p. diaphragm St in. diameter 
Gear lever location ................................. .. .. .. ....... .. ...... .. .. ........ ...................... .. ........... .. .. floor 
Mph per thousand rpm in top ...... .. ............................... ................................ ................. 16.9 

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GE~R: 
Construction ......................... .. ................. .. ......................... .. ... ............................ .. .................... Unitary 
Suspension fro.nt ...... ............................................ ............................................ hydrolastic unit 
Suspension rear .... ................... ..................... .. .......... ................. .. ........ ........ .. .... hydrolastic unit 
Steering type ....... .. ........ .. ...... ..... .......... ...... ... ....................... ........................ .. rack and pinion 
Turns I to I ....................... .. .. .. ...... ... .. ... .. ...................................... , ................................................. 3.8 
Turning circle ........... _............................................... .. ..... ............................... .. ........ .. ..... ........... 39 ft 
Steering wheel diameter .. .. .... .. ... ........ ....... .. ............................... ..................................... 16 in. 
Brakes type ................. .. .................. .. ........................ 9.3 discs front; 9.0 in. drums rear 
DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase ........ ..... .. ........ 109.8 in. length .. ...................... ....... 14 ft 4 in. 
Track front ........ .......... .. ......... 55.5 in. Height .. .. ......... ... .................... 4 ft 6 in. 
Track rear .............................. 54.5 in. Width .... .. ... ..... ................ .... 5 ft 7 in. 
Fuel tank capacity ........... .. .. .. ... .. ................. .. ................ .. .. ..... ............. .. .. ................... 11 gallons 
Tyres: Size ............ .......... .. ... .. ........... .. .. .. ..... .. ............ 165 x 14 - 5J x 14 wheels 
Ground clearance: Registered .............. ... ............ .......... .................. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ........... 6t in. 
Weight ................................. ................................................................... ................ ........ .. .. ...... 27 cwt 
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