
n=mmam'G®w 77 7 ;wm Z'''P='''Y"D'' 

LANDCRAB 
CLUB OF AUSTRALASIA INC . . ~ 

"""'R·ffl~ 

Welcome to newsletter number 135 for February and March 2007 



THE WIND BAGS 

PRESIDENT 

Ian Davey 
11 Oxley Cresent 
Goulboum NSW 

DATA REGISTRAR 

Peter Jones 
4 Yarandin Court 
Worongary QLD 4211 
0755748293 
landcrab69@yahoo.com.au 

PUBLIC OFFICER 

Peter Collingwood 
18 Lighthorse Cres 
Narre Warren Vic 3804 
0397041822 

2580 

SPARES CO ORDINATOR 
TREASURER LIBRARIAN 
Patrick Farrell 
4 Wayne Avenue 
Boronia Vic 3155 
0397624457 

farwar@ozemail.com.au 

EDITOR I SECRETARY 

Daryl Stephens 
22 Davison Street 
Mitcham Vic 3132 
0398733038 

stephensdarvl@hobnail.com 

SOCIAL CONVENORS 

Brisbane Peter Jones 
Melbourne Nil 
Sydney Nil 

Opinions expressed within are not necessarily 
shared by the Editor or Officers of the Club While great care is taken to ensure 
that the technical infonnation and advice offered in these pages is correct, the 
Editor and Officers of the Club cannot be held responsible for any problems that 
may ensu~ from acting on such advice and infonnation 

Good morning, good evening, g'day .. . 

Welcome to my first, and hopefully not last, rambling for the newsletter. 

I thought that I'd better introduce myself to the many club members out there who asked ... 

"Who is our new club president?" 

Let's start with geography first: 

I'm from a country town in NSW by the name of Goulburn, you know the place on the telly with no 
water. We are about an hour north of Canberra, the birth place of the Austin 1800 Club and Mick 
Street's "Austintashus" newsletter, and about two hours from southern Sydne)(, dependent upon the 
driver. 

I must have joined the Austin 1800 Club in early 1989 not long after the clubs formation, for those out 
there who don't know what the Al,lstin 1800 Club was I'll explain latter. Anyway we used to meet at 
the yacht club in Canberra on a monthly basis, I'm sure I made it to three or four meetings and like 
everyone shared a laugh and a few' &tories. 



: The Austin 1800 Club and later the Canberra and District Austin 1800 Club were the beginnings of 
our fantastic club. I have been a member of and on ever since and hopefully I can help the club to 
I/'"""\sper as we find ways to increase membership and keep the car of the century on the road. 

On to my cars: 

My first dabble with landcrabs was a 1970 MKII, sugar cane and mist green, she started out with an 
auto gearbox but that gave way for a manual, my dad found it was cheaper to replace than repair. 
We got the old girl in 1977 and she was a daily driver for my mum until 1987 when we had a 
suspension failure. My mum must have sensed my interest in the Austin and gave it to me. I fixed the 
suspension and had Ed Lenny come around and pump the suspension back up and have been 
hooked ever since. In 1989 I was studying briefly in Wollongong and used to make the 100km trip 
from Wingello three days a week, up and down the Macquarie Pass, fun bit of road that. All the 
travelling soon took it's toll on the motor and a donor was found, I found out that my MKII was 
actually running a MKI motor and gearbox, remember it was cheaper to replace than repair. 

I drove her around again for a while but ended up in the same boat. My brother was parting with his 
old HD Holden so it became my transport for a while .. During my landcrabs downtime I was able 
~uild the motor, bigger pistions, shaved head, MGB cam, twin carbies, extractors, etc and when my 
• ) died, it seems I might be a bit hard on cars ... ah the demands of being young. 

Back on the road with my MKII, by this time she had had a coat of paint, pink house primer, anyone 
passing through Goulburn in the early nineties may have had a chuckle at seeing her, but at least I 
didn't have to walk. About the same time a met a wonderful young lass who became my wife, she 
didn't find the pink Austin neatly as cool as I did and so my use dropped and finally stopped in 1994 
when Michelle was posted to Parkes as a teacher and I needed to find a reliable for of transport to go 
and visit every second week end, enter my 1986 Corolla. 

Marriage ended the Corolla in 1995 as buying a house meant we needed a deposit, so I thought ' 
about the Austin again, only problem was cancer had taken hold and was deemed to be inoperable. 
About that time I was talking to myoid mate Rick Hopkins who mentioned that he had just come into 
possession of an early MKI without a motor and if I wanted it could be mine for $150, I took a look 
and the next week end she was at home. This is where my current obsession began. 

My sister was getting married in 1997 and thought it would be nice if she could arrive at the church in 
r----., 1800 so an intensive operation began to ready the old girl, unfortunately time beat me, and the 
current family joke IS that I might have my Austin on the road by the time my young son, two years 
old, gets married. I'll show them, bit more paint and a sympathetic inspection and be back where it all 
began, behind the wheel of an Austin 1800. 

Enough gibbering about me, what can I offer the club ... well I'm not a guru on all things landcrab, 
there are too many members who make me look like an apprentice, I don't have a vast store of cars 
and parts, not enough space and money, alii have is my enthusiasm, a fair bit of technical know-how 
and an understanding of how these "new fandangle technological marvels" computers and the 
internet work. 

I want every landcrab owner in the world to join our club, we have something worth preserving. 



Over the past couple of years I have been working on producing electronic copies of the club 
newsletters with the kind help of Patrick who has leant me his priceless copies of early newsletters, 
what I have learned would allow us to send out the newsletter by email or some other electronic r-
means saving on printing costs and postage for the club, great for overseas members. I don't know 
how many members have access to email and the like so if you can email me on 
idavy@ozemail.com.au and let me know if you are interested in an electronic newsletter, I actually 
have created an html (internet) version of some of the newsletters, maybe we could get John to post 
one or two one the website, might encourage membership. Nay members who want to have a look let 
me know via email and I'll send something on, if nothing else I'll find out if my handy work is any 
good. 

I'm sure that there are many other members out there who have ideas on increasing membership, 
and a healthy club so don't be afraid to speak up. The reason I nominated to be president was 
because of all the negativity I was sensing on the bulletin board and I could stand by and watch our 
wonderful club and our incredible cars die because we had lost sight of what is important to the future 
of our and other landcrabs. I might sound like I'm on my soap box but the club and the resources 
available to it have helped me out too many times to count and since our cars are getting to be rare 
we need to stick together and help fellow landcrab owners to keep the marque alive. 

Remember, preservation begins at home. 

And as Mick Street used to say ... 

Happy Austining 

LAND CRAB 

: ~ : .. 

. ~ . 



More LPG 
My Mk 11 has now done over 5,000 ks on gas, without a hiccup, so one can say1hat 
the operation has been a success . 

Except on hot days, when it over heats! I have never had an 1800 over heat before
all my previous 1800 s have been manuals with the smaller auto fan puUey-and it has 
been a nuisance 

Did the usual things like change thennostat. check timing, tappets, clean block. 
check mixture etc to no avail. Then a brain wave. Check temperature gauge! Did 
this with a $5 thennometer from a kitchen crowd. On my car top of normal is 95c 
which seems about right 

Was nearty embarresed in a traffic jam on a low 30s day and decided some action 
was necessaJy. Pulled out the radiator and had it cleaned, and hit the water ways 
with high pressure water. Next item for examination was the water pump. It is the 
cast iron type which has a bigger impellor than the aluminium ones and it more 
efficient [Patrick Farrell can supply them for $76-00 

A visit to Supa Cheap revealed I could have a supplementary 12 "electric radiator fan 
for $50-00 or go with a Davies Craig one for $250. The War Committee decided on 
the cheaper brand . . Another $59 for the heat sensing switch, to make it tum on itself 
and everybody was happy 

The fan boRs to the radiator core and care must be exercised when fiUing it. It goes 
on the outside of the radiator, which means a grille there must be removed. After 
placing a heavy blanket over the motor, I used an angle grinder to remove the grille. 
Initially the fan had no impact tiD I discovered I had wired the fan to blow instead of 
suck! 

The heat sensing switch is adjustable and I have set it at 95c i.e. top of normal. 
Complete success, however the real test will come on a low 40 s day when I am 
cruising on the freeway at 110 ks 

Should troubles still occur, there a few more options 

1 supplementary electric water pump. By all reports they are very effective and I 
would have it rum on when the fan does 

2 Oil cooler. Quite simple really . . The oil pipe that runs around the distributor is 
aHered so that the oil flows through a supplementary oil radiator. Can even be set up 
to run a thennostat so that only hot oil is cooler by the radiator 

3 Additional water radiator, like the rally cars used. A small radiator - usually a 
heater core radiator- in mounted inside the front grille and plumed to suit 

Just to confuse matters, a clever person here in Melbourne is working on an 1800 air 
conditioner. Some years ago, I did this to my Mk 1, and it worKed very well, but the 
under dash unit protruded and I was worried about my knees in a stack. The clever 
person is attempting to add the cooling bits onto the 1800 heater box, and mount the 
condenser [the radiator thing] on the swnp guard. The cold air would be piped in to 
the dash outlets showering both drive rand passenger in cold air. 

Should it work. my car will be cooled off. so I may have radiators allover the place! 

More details if they come to hand!!! 
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THE BMC ROTODIP 

The BMC Rotodip was put into service about March 1958. It was a step function 
in the quality and durability of motor bodies. 

At that time there were three manufacturers (as distinct from assemblers) of cars 
in Australia. General Motors Holden, I think Ford had an engine factory and 
press shop by that stage and the BMC factory. Volkswagen did not have a 
manufacturing plant at this time. They were assembling at Clayton Victoria where 
they later had a press shop. 

The assemblers (and the BMC predecessor Nuffield was an assembler from CKD 
parts) had a very low technology approach to the painting of vehicles. 

Despite the name, assemblers of Completely Knocked Down (CKD) vehicles did 
not work with parts at their simplest level. Many parts came to this country in an 
assembled condition, i.e. doors bonnets and boot lids and any assemblies that 
did not have a shipping volume penalty. When these vehicles were painted there 
was no pretreatment. Simply a solvent wipe on the accessible exterior (including 
the underside) and a spray paint job on every thing that could ·be reached. The 
insides of assemblies produced offshore were not touched. Strangely these 
vehicles had reasonable durability if the protective oil film, that had been applied 
to prevent corrosion during the shipping process to Australia, remained on 
interior panels. 

Motor vehicles by this stage had changed (in this country and Europe) from th~ 
concept where a body was bolted to a separate chassis, to the current practice of 
using the body panels themselves to withstand the operating forces. Corrosion in 
this thin, load bearing sheet metal was clearly more significant than corrosion in 
thick chassis members. 

The cars manufactured and assembled at Victoria Park were the chassis less 
style. 

The technology to protect low carbon steel sheet metal from corrosion was well 
developed. First, remove all oil and pressing lubricants from the steel. Second, 
deposit a thin layer of a zinc or iron phosphate which served to inhibit the spread 
of corrosion under a paint film. A third step was to "passivate" the phosphate 
with chromic rinse and dry the panel(s) prior to paint. 

All of this is called Pre-Treatment. 

The last step is to apply an inert paint film of sufficient thickness to keep water 
away from the steel panel for the mechanical life of the product. 

. . 
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While this technology could be easily applied to simple assemblies its application 
to welded sheet metal car bodies was complex. The process had to reach inside 
semi enclosed box sections, reach inside the passenger compartment and 
prepare the exterior for a show room finish. Aggressive chemical strengths to 
properly clean inaccessible comers produced coarse phosphate crystals on the 
exterior and prejudiced the appearance of the finished enamel. Any system of 
applying such pretreatment had to ensure that there was insignificant carry over 
of liquids from one section to the next 

The only method (then and now) of applying paint to all parts of a motor body 
was a dipping process. 

The application of finished enamel on top of this "primer coar was a matter of 
showroom appearance, gloss retention and resistance to marring and chipping, 
not corrosion performance. BMC used stoving (baked) enamels for finish 
painting. So did Ford, Chrysler and Volkswagen. General Motors Holden used 
lacquer finish. The first coat applied on top of the primer was a "primer/surfacer"' 
which filled irregularities and was designed to be easy to rub flat and smooth 
using abrasive material. BMC used a sealer coat on top of the primer/surfacer 
that ensured that the final coat of gloss enamel did not show variations in gloss 
caused by the texture of the substrate. Two tone vehicles were popular. BMC 
never followed the trend to use metallic coloured paints in the time the author 
was involved. General Motors lacquer paint finishes worked a lot better with 
metallic finishes particularly in terms of rectification. Field durability was another 
question.) 

Painting of almost anything by dipping is difficult if the requirement includes both 
appearance and corrosion performance. The difficulty increases further with the 
complexity of shape and construction of the product being dipped. 

Dip plants create paint runs which produce expensive preparation problems 
when subsequent paint coats are applied. The run is obviously thicker than the 
adjacent paint and may not be fully cured. Abrasive media used to remove the 
runs clogs on the undercured paint. Paint runs that stand out as obvious under a 
gloss enamel finish cannot always be seen in a dark brown dip coat. A lot of run 
removal was done on suspicion rather than on observation. The rubbing of the 
dark brown prime coat was done with air and electric sanders on the "black 
deck". at the start of the paint shop - a filthy job with a lot of labour turnover. The 
sanding (rubbing) of the primer surfacer coat was done wet with abrasive mesh 
discs driven by compressed air. This location was between two overhead stoving 
ovens and despite ventilation was oppressively hot and humid (from the wet 
rubbing). This was another area of high labour turnover. Training was on the job 
in many cases with gestures rather than words for new migrants with no spoken 
English. 
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The paint used in dip tanks must be heated (stoved) to "dry" the paint after 
application. Apart from the chemical process that occurs, the paint solvents are 
released as the work is heated. This is obviously necessary and is not a problem 
jf the solvent vapours can be removed as fast as they evaporate from the paint 
film. Complex spot welded assemblies do not heat up evenly, the thicker parts 
(e.g. the double thickness at joints) taking longer to come up to temperature. 
Inside box sections the solvent evaporating from thinner parts condenses on the 
cooler thicker parts and runs off, taking the deposited paint with it. This condition 
is known as "solvent washing". Solvent washing can remove all the deposited 
paint and leave the panel unprotected. On a joint the fine white line of the metal 
substrate can be seen on many parts dipped with stoving enamel. 

Even with ventilation, gravity will cause a dipped paint film to drain down from the 
upper surfaces of a vertical panel and make the lower film three times thicker 
than the upper film. The lower part can show runs while the upper parts are short 
of paint. r" 

The BMC RotoDip addressed a number of these problems in a manner that gave 
a dipped motor body a corrosion durability almost as good as test panels 
individually pretreated and hand sprayed with paint. 

All BMC cars were designed to be "spitted" on a long steel tube (125 mm Dia.) 
and clamped in position. The spit passed through the centre of gravity of the 
vehicle. 

The spit had a fixed wheel at one end and a removable wheel at the other. The 
removable wheel was poSitioned after the spit had been run through the body. 

After spitting, the spit (and body) was lifted onto a steel track. The ends of the 
spit fitted into dogs on parallel conveyor chains (6 inch pitch ?). The wheels and 
the smooth track carried the weight of the spit and body and the conveyor chain 
provided the force to move the body forward. 

The end with the fixed wheel had a gear wheel which engaged a fixed rack and 
rotated the vehicle in the parts of the process where rotation was required. 

J 



PRETREATMENT 

(Rotation was used throughout the pretreatment. The entry position to any dip 
had to ensure that the body did not meet the dip in road position where it could 
float off the conveyor dogs if it did not sink fast enough. The exit of any dip had a 
similar problem. The body had to leave the dip at an angle that allowed the water 
to drain from the body and not throw the weight of many litres of water (or paint) 
onto the panels where the spit was clamped. The rotation and the departure 
angle minimised carry over from tank to tank. (Carry over would dramatically 
increase operating cost and affect performance). 

This attitude requirement for entry and exit meant that the minimum travel length 
of a tank was the length required for entry and exit plus a number of full rotations 
of the body. ( The author has a vague recollection that the first stage tank (the 
alkali clean) and the phosphate tank had two full revolutions of the body while the 
other tanks were one revolution only. A plant layout drawing would confirm this) 

The body coming from the body shop was a "white metal body". There were no 
door locks or boot/bonnet locks (they would fill with paint). These panels were 
wired shut with soft welding wire. On one occasion a door came open and hung 
down as the body approached the stainless steel phosphate tank. The door 
propped the body enough to climb out of the drive dogs and the body was left 
suspended at the tank ledge. The next body pushed the disconnected body and 
spit into the tank and continued on until it jammed and the conveyor shear pin (a 
safety device) failed and the plant stopped. The stoppage cost half a days 
production. There were no other major failures with the plant in the period 1958 
-1971 (the limit of the knowledge of the author). 

Prior to pretreatment there was a manual solvent wipe using white spirit. This 
was designed to soften any pressing lubricants or preservative oils films on 
panels requiring the full colour enamel treatment. These panels were mainly 
outside but sometimes included some interior panels. This always remained 
necessary despite efforts to increase the strength of the cleaning process. 
Stronger cleaning liquids or more aggressive sprays produced a coarser 
phosphate crystal with paint adhesion problems. 

The pretreatment was in six dip stages, some dips being supplemented with 
overhead sprays. The position of sprays was a concern initially and they were set 
in different positions to optimise the interior cleaning of the first bodies (The 
Morris Major) that were processed in the plant. There was less concern about 
the detailed position of these as the process was better understood. 

The sprays and the agitation of the rotation were not as aggressive as a spray 
only type machines. Spray machines needed to deliver enough liquid to flush off 
grease in areas that were not directly contacted by the sprays. The submerged 
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agitation of the Rotadip was more effective than sprays for enclosed areas and 
generally less aggres$ive cleaning could be utilised. 

BMC always had the problem of manufacturing cars from panels that had been in 
storage for up to three months giving time for the pressing lubricants to harden. 
If it had been possible to paint panels within days of pressing the cleaning 
problems would have been much less. 

The six stages were 

• Degrease in hot alkali detergent solution - this was carried out in two 
tanks where the overflow from the second tank ran into the first tank. 

• Hot rinse in town water 

• Hot zinc phosphate. (A complete 312 stainless steel construction) 

• Hot Rinse in town water. 

• Acidulated Chromic Rinse. 

At this point the rotation was stopped (no fixed rack) and the acidulated rinse 
allowed to drain as the body traveled through a "dry off oven". If rotation had 
continued there was the risk of water containing soluble salts creating "snail 
trails" as it dried and moved with the rotation. These snail trails could later cause 
"osmotic blisters" under the finished paint. The drying water pooled on the floor 
pan. As the pool evaporated in the dry off oven soluble salts concentrated at the 
point where the final evaporation occurred. This was never a problem but salt 
concentrations on the exterior caused field problems. A sweaty fingerprint on an 
outside panel exposed to high humidity could get outlined by osmotic blisters. 

PAINT DIP 

The paint used was a very dat1<: brown with a standard stoving type hydrocarbon 
solvent. The free surface of the dip tank was about 6 meters square. The length 
allowed for one body to be in the tank while one entered as another left. The 
body was submerged within 50 mm of the outside diameter of the spit. 

The fire hazard, as with any large solvent based dip tank was considerable. A 
storage tank beneath the dip tank could hold the entire quantity of the dip tank. 
Fusible links above the dip tank WOUld, if melted, open the dump valves and 
dump the paint into the enclosed storage. C02 gas bottles were installed to flood 
the area with gas so that oxygen was exctuded. There was never a fire with this 
plant so the precautions were never put to the test. Dumping the paint would not 
have had an immediate effect on any fire. The dip tank walls when empty 
presented a larger surface area than the liquid surface of the paint when full and 
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the initial effect of dumping the paint would have resulted in an increase in 
available fuel. The C02 flood should have quenched that! 

Make up paint was pumped from the paint mix house directly to the storage tank 
beneath the dip tank. Solvent losses by evaporation were corrected by adding 
solvent to the make up. 

A circulating pump agitated the tank and continuously filtered the paint though a 
screen. 

ROTATION within the dip. 

The body rotated within the paint dip to remove air bubbles and allow all surfaces 
to contact the paint. 

On leaving the dip there was a short period with no rotation and then the fixed 
gear wheel on the spit engaged, not a fixed rack, but a conveyor chain moving in 
the opposite direction which doubled the speed of rotation. The body continued 
to rotate at this speed as it entered the staving oven. This period of quick 
rotation coincided with the period when solvent washing was expected to be a 
problem. The analogy that was used to describe the process was "treacle on a 
spoon". 

At a point where the paint was "set up" and not capable of further flow the 
rotation ceased and the staving continued in "r~ad position" 

The gases in the staving oven were hot enough melt the eutectic component of 
the "lead loading" used on one of the models that required lead (the Morris 
Minor). In normal processing this was not a problem but if there was a 
"stoppage" and the bodies were soaked in the oven this sag could be seen in the 
lead and those bodies required rectification. 

On leaving the staving oven there was a section where the underbody was 
sprayed with an air dry under body sound deadener. 

Finally the body was de-spitted and transferred to an overhead conveyor which 
transported the body to the paint shop proper. 

A separate conveyor took the spits back to the start of the Rotadip. There were 
about 18 spits on the return conveyor and about 60 within the plant. Spits 
collected paint drips and in time had to have the paint stripped in a caustic bath. 
There were enough spares to clean a portion on a regular cycle. The same 
caustic bath also ~eaned the "Skuks" used to transport bodies within the paint 
shop. 
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This overhead conveyor that took the primed bodies was also a storage for about 
60 minutes of production which allowed some cushion to prevent a minor 
stoppage in one section causing an immediate effect in the down stream section. 
This type of conveyor was known as "Power and Free" which allowed trolleys to 
be held at a location while loading and unloading continued. 

Both the dry--off oven and the stoving oven were heated using light fuel oir (ships 
diesel) and heat exchangers. The pre-treatment tanks were steam heated with 
steam coming from 5 x 10000 pounds per hour steam generators. Some of this 
steam was used to condition air for spray booths but most was used in the 
Rotodip. 

CONVEYORS 

The spits were transported through the Rotadip by a pair of conveyors. There 
were three sets (I think). One transported spits through the cleaning section. r-' 
The second through the dryoff oven and the paint dip and the third through the 
paint stoving oven. Each section had a transfer point where the next "dog" 
picked up the spit within seconds of the first dog moving clear. A single line shaft 
ran down the side of the machine at about 500 RPM. Each conveyor was driven 
by a worm reduction gear box which provided the necessary increase in torque 
and the 90 degrees change in direction of rotation. Driven from a single shaft, 
there were no problems in timing dog positions for transfer. A fourth conveyor 
provided the moving rack which ran in the opposite direction to increase the 
speed of rotation after the pint dip. This too came off the single drive shaft. The 
main drive motor was about 5 KiloWatt ( 7.5 HP) which always looked too small 
for the size of the installation. The spit return conveyor was a stand alone 
installation with no need to interlock with the Rotadip. 

On the exit from the stoving oven the spit was transferred to a short conveyor 
that allowed operators to rotate the body to a convenient position and spray the 
underbody sound deadener. This was not (I think) mechanically linked to the 
Rotadip drive and it would stop and start to match the transfer. 

There was a transfer gantry that took spits from the underbody conveyor and 
placed them on the de-spitting truck. This gantry was identical with the load 
transfer gantry. 

Each end of the Rotadip had a Spit Truck. The operation of "de-spitting was the 
reverse of "spitting". A white body was placed on the spitting truck, delivered by 
a "body drop" from an overhead "power and free" or "dual duty" conveyor. One 
end of the spitting truck supported the end of the spit (minus the removable 
wheel). The other end of the spit was supported on a fixed cradle and the spit 
was horizontal at the exact height of the body centreline. A "buller nose was 
fitted to the spit and the truck moved hOrizontally so the body moved onto the 
spit. It was in this position that the solvent wipe occurred while at the same time 
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the spit clamping gear was fitted joining the body to the spit. A short travelling 
gantry picked up the spit and body together and placed the spits ends on a 
cradle. The next pair of conveyor dogs picked up the spit and transported it into 
the first dip section. 

CYCLE TIMES (and loading a lunch break). 

The paint shop had a maximum capacity of 200 per day. It started at 160 /day (a 
3 minute cycle) and was increased to the 200 as sales rose. 

The Rotadip could not start and stop in step with the paint shop. Bodies could 
not be left half processed and once started had to proceed at least to the end of 
the dryoff. Nor could bodies be left in the paint oven or the problem of 
overbaking would occur. This meant that as the end of a shift approached empty 
spits would be loaded. (The spits had to come off the spit return conveyor as 
bodies were being unloaded at the other end). After the "oven gap" had been 
loaded a number of loaded spits would inserted. These would spend the night 
between the dryoff oven and the paint dip and finally empty spits again until the 
last body entered the dry off oven and the conveyor could be stopped and the 
plant shut down. 

A similar complex problem occurred with providing morning tea and lunch breaks 
for the load and unload crews which were spaced apart by the process time in 
the Rotadip. Empty spits would be loaded so that the unload crew would get 
their meal break. Only one operator was needed to load or unload empty spits. 

Only at Christmas maintenance was the machine fully unloaded 

The requirements to load so many empty spits meant that about 300 spits were 
required to achieve about 200 bodies. This gave a very short time to spit a body 
and apply the solvent wipe. It was a very tight operation - a minute of frantic 
work and then idle for about 40 seconds. 

Bodies could not be accessed at the load point until they had dropped "out of the 
roof from a feeder conveyor. There was no work station between the conveyor 
drop point and the location where the spit was inserted. It would have been 
much less fraught if the body was safely accessible for a couple of stations prior 
to being spitted. The preparation work could not be done in the Body Shop 
especially the solvent wipe which had to be wet when entering the dip. Bodies 
were on the conveyor overnight and over weekends. Solvent wiped bodies 
would have shown rust if wiped on Friday and processed on Monday. 

The feeder conveyor was, as were all body conveyors, "power and free"'. 
Loading at the body shop end continued at the Body Shop cycle time (whatever 
the daily production rate). The cycle time of the Rotadip was determined by the 
chemical process involved. It ran at the same rate every day and controlled 
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output by loading empty spits. The feeder conveyor could start the day full of 
bodies. As the day progressed the conveyor storage would reduce and then 
catch up again as the "meal break" was loaded. If the Rotadip over ran the 
supply of bodies they would load empty spits and lose that production 
opportunity. 

At one time the motion of the spit truck. was supplied by manpower. (Women only 
worked in the trim shop on sewing machines -no men operated sewing 
machines). 

About 1963 the spit truck movement ( at both ends of the Rotadip) was powered. 
The powered movement took some pressure off the need to clean paint drips 
from the spits which jammed manual spitting and de-spitting. It also reduced the 
compensation injuries. Manual despitting was hard work for young men. 

EFFECTIVENESS 

Only Volkswagen produced a vehicle with the same level of corrosion 
performance. They used a structural floor pan as a chassis and painted this floor 
in a separate paint plant. They had no problems of runs or appearance with this 
component. The body was painted without a floor and the technical problems of 
cleaning and dipping a body less floor were very simple. 

Their Combi Van had an integral floor and (in Australia) was very difficult and 
slow to pretreat and dip paint with an indeterminate result. 

Chrysler Valiant took a different approach. All vulnerable panels were reinforced 
with galvanised panels or zinc rich paint. They did a good job as evidenced by 
the number of early Valiants still on our roads. 

Ford and GMH at that time were concerned with show room appearance at 
lowest cost. They both used "Slipper Dips" where the lower part of the car only 
was dipped. GMH then used a solvent hose to wash all visible dip paint from the 
panels which were to be painted with finish lacquer. The dip paint they used was 
incompatible with their Acrylic lacquer top coat system. This hose also washed 
much dip paint from interior panels and the final durability was poor. The GMH 
front wings and bonnet were dipped and baked separately using a different 
paint. 

BMC was brave. The development of the Rotadip was in England by the Carrier 
Company (Not the Air Conditioning Company but there was some long term 
relationship. The trolleys that carry bodies through paint shops are traditionally 
called trucks. The trucks that this paint shop used had to move sideways for 

i lV 
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transfer to the next track.. The trucks were skidded sideways and were called 
Skuks (Half skid half truck). 

Nuffield did not operate a paint shop at Oxford. The Pressed Steel Company 
made the Morris Bodies and shipped them, trimmed and glazed across to road 
for mechanical assembly. Austin did have a paint shop and it may have been the 
Longbridge Plant that did the Rotadip development. 

It was certainly much dearer to build than to have a spray pretreatment and 
slipper dip. It cost more per car to operate. Most of the exterior Rotadip Paint 
was sanded off to meet the requirements of show room appearance, without 
affecting the general corrosion performance but with a significant unit cost in 
labour and consumable materials. 

Taubmans were the only paint supplier. The other two potential suppliers 
(Bergers and Dulux) wished to have the work but knew that Taubmans had 
learned the hard way how to make a paint that worked in this unique process and 
never really tried to get the business even though they fought very hard for all of 
the rest of the paint shop business. 

A COMMENT 

A field complaint once dealt with corrosion on the underbody of a BMC Vehicle. 
The evidence was red rust on galvanised fasteners.. It turned out that the owner 
parked above an ocean pool each afternoon and salt spray blew under the 
vehicle. The adjacent paint did not show corrosion ! 

THE LAST VESTIGE 

If the fire wall behind the engine, or the forward wall of the boot of a BMC vehicle 
is examined a cover panel can be observed on the centreline of the body. This is 
the spit cover plate sealed with Bostik bituminous gun grade sealer (or possibly a 
material called Prestick. -press and stick) and fixed with PK screws with uPhillips 
Heads". The plate is not round. It is three quarters of a circle with a square 
comer. Each spit had a driving key which provided the torque to tum the body. 
The spit hole was not round but had an extra cutout to clear the key hence the 
square corner. 

The pit beneath the phosphate tank may still be visible. There was a pit beneath 
the paint dip tank also. 

)0 



CURRENT TECHNOLOGY 

Every volume manufacturer now uses an electrically deposited water based paint 
as the first coat (the primer coat). The deposition process solves many of the 
performance problems of conventional dip systems as well as environmental 
ones. Electrocoat, as the process is mostly called, does not have the problems 
of runs or of solvent washing or of gravity creating a wedge shaped film. Being 
water based it does not present a fire hazard. It does have some problems of 
coating inside enclosed areas but the end user gets a standard of corrosion 
performance with a painted body that very few except BMC had previously 
approached. 

Owen McDonald Revised 2 Dec 2003 

Plant Engineer 1960-1964 
CAB/CKD Planning Engineer 1964-1971 
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HINTS and TIPS Now there's a b.gbt idea 

Automatic Owners: Does your transmission 'CLONK' noisily when engaging Drive or 
Reverse? 
If the answer is "yes", first check the engine idle speed followed by a check of the down
shift throttle cable adjustment. If this 'clonk' persists, it may be necessary to dismantle 
and clean the valve bodies together with checking the strainer, alloy suction pipe, O-ring 
and pump at the same time. However a likely cause which the workshop manual omits is 
the possibility the large nut on the output shaft is loose. Access to this is gained by 
removing the extension housing (speedometer drive). It is not uncommon for this nut to 
work itself loose. 

Bearings: Have you discovered a shiny bare metal area caused by the tyre rubbing 
against the body when removing a rear wheel? The rear pivot bearing on the 
suspension of the Mk II is a Slipflex, a rubber bearing and not as good as those used on 
the Mk I, that is a tapered needle roller type. On Mk II's that have seen considerable use, 
the Slipflex bearing wears causing the tyre to rub against the body due to the pressure 
exerted by the Hydrolastic unit which tries to push the rear radius arm sideways. 

When this happens it will be more than likely that the Slipflex bearing will need 
replacement, however ... here is a tip worth trying first. Jack up the car and remove the 
rear wheel; you can now get to the 15/16" pivot bolt. Try tightening this bolt, nine times 
out of ten, a couple of turns can be had - and this does seem to reduce the side play in 
the pivot bearing.1 have done this several times in the past and it extended the time in 
which to effect a repair or to seek a good second-hand one. 

Many Mk II sedans with Slipflex rear suspension bearings often get a bad lean in on the 
rear wheels. Providing the bearing is OK, the correct .5 degree camber can be restored 
to the wheel by inserting appropriate shims between the body and the suspension 
cradle. These can be inserted without de-pressurising the suspension, merely slacken 
the four mounting studs, remove the outer two in turn to insert the shims. 1/16" 
aluminium sheet is very good material for making the shims. This negligible cost of repair 
can save a very costly replacement of the Slipflex bearing. Even with new bearings a set 
can very soon occur which puts you back where you started. 

Brake Cylinders: If you didn't know already, Mk II PBR rear brake cylinders are no longer 
available. A similar one, suitable for the 1800, is from a Chrysler Valiant, however the 
thread is different and longer, which would warrant altering the brake line to the hub. The 
other and better alternative is to have your old cylinder fitted with stainless steel sleeves. 
These sleeves will still take the standard size hydraulic seals. 

Outch Pressure Plate: Mk I clutch pressure plates have a weak thrust area, which self 
destructs and should be replaced with Mk II or exchange units. Clutch master cylinder 
push-rods can be usefully lengthened to keep the pedal out of the carpet (y..oo optimum). 



The Secretary 
Wolseley Owners' Club 
27 Leith Rd. 
MON1ROSE 
VIC 3765 

Dear Secretary 

93 Wills St. 
KEW 
VIC 3101 
21 Nov. 2006 

While travelling on the Prince's Highway near the Vic - SA border, I noticed a 
sigiI' Pointing to the town, or township, ofWo1seley. I got to thinking about the name, 
'Wo!se'ley,andwondermg 'lHhere'jg any-eonneciion 'between the Wolseley.car and the 
Wolseley' sli~ep '- ~heari.llg machine. I mentioned this to a well informed friend, who looked 
it up for me in the A~r~ Dictionary of Biography. (I have to admit I had not 
previously known that there . was such a thing.) , 

, I made some photocopies, which might be of interest to your members, and also to 
mefubers' of the Aust~ 1800 ("Landcrab") club, in view of the connection with Herbert 
Austm. ' . ' ! " , ,' , 

How ironic, or maybe tragic, that both the Wolseley and Austin marques should 
finish up as part ofthe disastrous British Leyland combine. An example, I think, of how a 
good company is destroyed by excessive emphasis on cost - cutting, at the expense of 
quality. 

Best regards 

(John Griffiths) 

PS. Oddly enough, there is no mention in the ADB of any connection ofWolseley, 
the man, with the township ofWolseley, such as ofhis having owned land in the area. 

PPS. I have some old copies ofthe English motoring magazines with road tests of 
W9lseley and other marques, and would be happy to send photocopies if any of your 
members are interested. (phone (03) 98538251.) Believe it or not, there was even a 
Wolseley version of the Mini! This must be the ultimate in badge engineering. Not sold in 
Australia, thank Heaven. 

Cqpyto: 
The Secretary 
Austin 1800 (Lendcrab) Club 
22 Davison St. 
MITCHAM 
VIC 3132 

: : i . ' ~ .:.: . .. !: "" 
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< WOLSELEY, FREDERICK YORK (1837-
1899), inventor, was born at Kingstown, 
C9llllty Dublin, Ireland, on 16 March 1837, 
s{ ':) son of Major Gamet Joseph Wolseley 
an" nis wife Frances Anne, nee Smith; his 
elder brother Gamet became Field Marshal 
Viscount Wolseley. He arrived in Mel
bourne in July 1854 in the Norwood and 
w.ent to Thule sheep station on the Murray 
River. Here he worked for his brother-in-law 
Ralston Caldwell for five years before acquir
ing an interest in Thule and Cobram 
stations; by 1871 he had Toolong in the 
Murrumbidgee District. Financed by 
Gamet, about 1868 he began experiments 
on a machine for shearing sheep and by 
1872 had evolved a working model which 
removed at least part of a fleece. He then 
visited England, Ireland, and possibly the 
United States of America, and on his return 
in 1874 resumed experiments in Melboume 
with R. P. Park. 

In 1876 Wolseley bought Euroka station, 
near Walgett in New South Wales; next 
year he joined the Union Club in Sydney. 
In the 1880s he was a sheep director for 
Walgett and in 1883 was involved in liti
gation over the ownership of Rosebank 
sta"--"'. He continued testing his machine at 
Eu. .i and on 28 March 1877 he and R. 
Savage [q.v.) were granted a patent for a 
shearing device driven by horse power. A 
second patent was granted in December, 
but there were serious problems with the 
drive mechanism and physical limitations 
on the shearer's movements. On 13 Decem
ber 1884 he and Park patented an 1mproved 
Shearing Apparatus' which included a cog
gear universal joint. In 1885 Wolseley 
bought the rights of John Howard's horse
clipper and engaged him as a mechanic at 
Euroka at £3 per week. Howard made several 
improved machines which worked so well 
during the 1885 season that Wolseley went 
to Melbourne to form a manufacturing 
company and to arrange for public demon
strations, pitting the machine against the 
blades. Similar displays took place at Sydney 
and Euroka in 1886: Hassan Ali, a Khar
toum native, used the appliance and Dave 
Brown was the blade-shearer. It proved 
superior and after William Ryley's sugges
tions for improving the hand-piece were 
ad~d, the Wolseley machine was widely 
del ltrated in eastern Australia and New 
Zea'~11d in 1887-88. In 1888 (Sir) Samuel 
McCaughey'S [q.v.] shed at Dunlop, Louth, 
New South Wales, was the first to complete 
a shearing with machines. That year eigQ
teen other woolsheds were fitted with the 
invention. 

In 1889 Wolseley went to England and set 
up the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Machine 
Co. Pty Ltd in Birmingham and engaged 
Herbert (later Baron) Austin as foreman in 
his workshops at Goldsbrough, Mort [qq.v.l 
& Co. Ltd, in Melbourne. Austin improved 
the overhead gear and in 1893 went to 
Birmingham as production manager. Wol
seley resigned the managing-directorship for 
health reasons in 1894, and next year 
Austin designed and made the first W olseley 
motor car. 

Handsome, likeable and well built, 
Wolseley lacked practical mechanical expe
rience and had to rely on others, but he was 
inventive and, above all, persevering; he has 
the honour of inventing the shearing 
machine which revolutionized the wool 
ind~'y in Australia. He died of cancer at 
20 _ . vedere Road, Penge, London, on 8 

Wolseley 
~~---------------------

January 1899 and was buried in EImers End 
cemetery, Norwood, London. He left a 
widow but no family. 

In 1901 Vickers Sons and Maxim Ltd 
took over the machine tool and motor side 
of the W olseley works trading as the W 01-
Seley Tool & Motor Car Co. Ltd. Austin was 
general manager until 1905 when he started 
the Austin Motor Co. 

I 

TWO good or bQYsdown in 
Tet'ln8S8ee wtre sitting aroynd, 
laJldngone aftemoon over a 
"cold beer. 

Mer a WhDe, the first guy said to 
theseoondguy. "Wn I was to "" 
sneak over1o-YOlJr trailer saturday 
and make tove to your wife while 
YOIl was Off hJ;mfIn', aildstte got 
pre:gnant-andhEtd.~baby. WOUld 
that make us klrtr 

1l)e S8Cond guy crooked hIS -' 
nead '$id~sfDr a minute, then" 
,§Oratchedhi$bead and squint$d 
his eyes, thinking r. hard<8bOut 
the~ 

, FinallY, he replleQ', "Weir, I don't 
know8bol:rt~US'kin. butit 
'sure would maR&us,even." 
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For sale 
Don Florey of BaDarat [Victoria] (03] 53311051 has the fonowing bits for sale 
-New "Ambassador' automatic ~ suits 1~ included ,0. I" 14 .. 
torque converter $400 

- New mk 1 griRe $150 

- New mk 11 grille $150 

Pre loved 1800 power steering rack and pinion- included generatorJ power pump 
$350 

Austin 3 litre 1969 commission no AB5AD685O auto, power steering etc $5000 

Austin 3 litre 1969 commission noAB5AD6993N 4 speed manual with old Power 
steering etc $5000 

WoIseIey61974 commission no 2wd 17516609A rolling body $200 
I have for sale for this car a new short motor I two second hand heads, uphoIsteryJ 
dash! head lining! manual gear boxes, new side IampsJ tail lampsJ grille etc total 
price $750 

4 Complete Kimbertey's 
Exhaust muffler N.O S 1800 & X6 
OIS 1800 Hepolite pistons 
Front windscreen rubbers 
Front wheel bearing sets Ind seals 
1800 gasket sets- top 

Bottom 
X6 top gaskets 
X6 radiator hoses [man and auto] 
Ball joints 
Water pump BRG 
Tasman & Kimbertey grilles NOS 
Tasman & Kimbertey Taillight ass. 

Will include 1 pair front side lamps 
X6 Crankshaft NOS includes bearings 
Wolseley sixlX6 short motor NOS 

$150 each 
$40 each 
$250 set 
$60 each 
$45 a side 
$50 
$50 
$50 
$15 each 
$40 each 
$12 
$40 
$100 pair 

$150 each 
$700 

Also, I have many second hand parts, drive shafts, engines and gear boxes- having 
wrecked many cars 

Last but not least 1800 Mk 11 Ute needs restoration $700 

1968 !8OO mk 11 VGC $2500 OLD 0437 432 844 

1972 Kimberley Mk 11 one vehicle going, another for spares some panel damage 
OLD 32818207 

-1_ 0 
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THE WIND BAGS 

PRESIDENT 

Ian Davey 
11 Oxley Cresent 
Goulboum NSW 

DATA REGISTRAR 

Peter Jones 
4 Yarandin Court 
Worongary QLD 4211 
0755748293 
landcrab89@yahoo.com.au 

PUBLIC OFFICER 

Peter Collingwood 
18 Lightilorse Cres 
Narre Warren Vic 3804 
0397041822 

2580 

SPARES CO ORDINATOR 
TREASURER LIBRARIAN 
Patrick Fanell 
4 Wayne Avenue 
Boronia V~ 3155 
0397624457 

farwar@ozemail.com.au 

EDITOR I SECRETARY 

Daryl Stephens 
22 Davison Street 
Mitcham Vic 3132 
0398733038 

stephensdaryl@hobnail.com 

SOCIAL CONVENORS 

Brisbane Peter Jones 
Melbourne Nil 
Sydney Nil 

Opinions expressed within are not necessarily 
shared by the Editor or Officers of the Club While great care is taken to ensure 
that the technical infonnation and advice offered in these pages is correct, the 
Editor and Officers of the Club cannot be held responsible for any problems that 
may ensu,.. from acting on such advice and infonnation 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject : 

Hi All, 

Ian Davy <idavy@ozemail.com.au> 

Thursday, 8 March 20078:12:32 PM 

Daryl Stephens <stephensdaryl@hotmail.com>, 
Patrick Farrell <farwar@ozemail.com.au>. John 
Roach <jaroach@gmail.com> 

Chris Lewis <chrislewis47@bigpond.com>, 
"Downing, Andrew" 
<DowningA@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au>, James 
Taylor <jimtaylor47@bigpond.com>, John Deng 
<jddesign@aapt.net.au>, Ken Green 
<kengreen@landcrab2.freeserve.co.uk> 

Newsletter test 

Just got a link going for you t o all have a look at 
old newsletters I have converted. 

Just g o to: 

http:/ /members.ozemail.com.au/~mnidavy/index.html 

let me know what you think. 

Ian 
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Mobile 1800 servicing and repairs 

Melbourne's most experienced 1800 mechanic 

David Ealey 5 The Grove, Mount Dandenong 

9751 0221 

0414809480 

"My place or yours' 

A slight probleml 
By Daryl Stephens 

Recently, a tree [and I do not mean the branch of a tree] fell onto the main bedroom of 
our house, making quite a mess. It took out roof tiles, fascia boards, spouting, roof 
trusses etc 

Nothing for club members to get excited about, except that I was repainting the study at 
the time. 

Which meant the computer; work desks etc were temporally located in the 
aforementioned bedroom. The computer was simply destroyed. Still no concern for club 
members. 

In the mess, the back up disk, with the club directory and address labels, on separate 
files simply disappeared!!! 

Have done my best, but all corrections can be mailed- 22 Davison St, Mitcham Vic 
3132- phoned- 0398733038, or emailed- stephensdaryl@hotmail.com 

The house was fixable, and the new computer is great!!! 



THE FUTURE OF THE AUSTIN 1800 IN AUSTRALIA 
A reflection by Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

I live near Albury. Our daily paper is the Border Mail. It has the usual section of Cars For 
Sale. An ad. in the Motor Vehicles section appeared the other day, and is shown below. It 
ran for a week. 

AUSTIN Tasman 1972, good 
running order, rust free, unreg., also 
rusty Kimberley for spares. $500 the 
lot • (02)xxxxxxxxx 

Now, ads for Austins do not come up very often so it got my attention. I am an Austin 
1800 man, but you would all know that there are many parts on a Tasman or Kimberley 
that are useful for 1800 owners, and some that come to mind immediately are the gear 
change cables, two speed wiper motor, all window glass, radius arms, wheels and steering 
parts, fuel tank, displacer units and the rear displacer unit mounting members. But it is not 
worth buying a whole car for these parts. I can confidently predict the fate of this ad. -,.--. 
will soon disappear from the pages of the paper. That does not indicate a sale. No, no. 
There would not have been one solitary inquiry about the cars. So here is my plan if I 
wanted to buy them. Wait for two weeks after the ad. is withdrawn. Ring the phone 
number. Ask if the cars are still available. Offer much less than the figure in the ad. Go 
and pick up the cars next day. 

The sad fact is that Austin 1800s, Tasmans and Kimberleys have no commercial value. 
Zilsch. Nothing. Well, I may be exaggerating slightly, but you try to sell an 1800 sedan 
and see what happens. Utes are better. So why do we own these vehicles? Yes, because 
we really like them, they are solid and reliable, roomy and comfortable, well engineered, 
good looking and with extraordinary longevity. So why do they have no commercial 
value? Why do so few people realise that they are good vehicles? * That is a real 
mystery, but be happy about it. We can buy extremely nicely kept vehicles for a low 
price, and parts cars for nothing. I should know, as I have 16 of them, some little mor~ 
than body shells, but six driveable. Last week two new ones came to join the flock, on~ 

an extremely nice sedan, and a very rough ute. Each of my vehicles has an interesting and 
unique history, (I'll tell you about the ute one day) but I'll stick to generalisations in this 
article. 

( 

A photo of part of the author's collection of parts cars. Most are full of parts, one has suspension parts, 
another has steering components, another carpets, and so on. They come in very handy. 



Now, my story is not unusual. There are many other harems of 1800s in Australia, and 
!~ sheds full of parts. 1800s are easy to get hold of, and many owners have a collection. I 

know of four more vehicles (in the category of "rough") in my area that I could get for 
next to nothing. 

For people with such a collection, sooner or later, there is crunch time, and there is a sale. 
In Melbourne earlier this year, 1800 restorer Robert Goodall went out of business. I went 
down to have a look, and it was a bit like going to heaven. There was a huge shed chock 
full of 1800 parts, every part you could possibly think of. I ended up with as much as I 
could comfortably carry in my 1800, and for a very good price. Many parts were sold, but 
many went to the tip. A few years ago, Ken Lyle in Perth closed down his restoration 
business, and that ended the lives of many vehicles. We hear, so often, words to the effect 
of, "If you want these parts, or these cars, come and get them, because whatever is left in 
two weeks will be going to the tip". 

This will happen to my collection too one day. I hope the two genuine black Mark I 
~ 1800s go to a good home, but it is quite clear that the rest will be going to the tip or the 

crusher, loads and loads of cars and parts. 

The question is whether the 1800 can survive this massive periodic junking of vehicles 
and parts. Yes it can. F or one thing, many parts are still being made: exhaust systems, 
rubber, hoses, tubes, brake parts, valves, pistons, rings, clutch, other engine parts, tyres, 
seals, gaskets, water pumps, brake booster units, light fittings and globes, and so on. 
Other parts rarely wear out or if damaged can easily be repaired, and in this category are 
body parts, bumpers, seats and carpets. · ·· Also, there is a good chance that some 
commercial suppliers ~d/or restorers will remain in business for a while, places like 
Newport Motors in Adelaide. They will be" able to supply just about anything but at a 
price. With modem technology, a part has to be in very poor condition before it cannot 
be restored to "as new" condition. There will also always be a wreck at a wreckers yard 
somewhere, or in a neighbouring suburb or town, although there are many wreckers now 
who look at you a bit funny when you ask about 1800 parts, as if you were from a distant 

(""\ planet, and then tell you to get lost. In our club, we have the further option of importing 
parts from the U.K. Some of our parts are also used in other models. For the non-purist, 
commonly available parts made in Japan can be used on our cars, sometimes with a bit of 
modification, e.g. electronic ignition systems, starter motors, alternators. 

The youngest 1800 in Australia is now 34 years old, the oldest is aged 41, so there will 
always be the thrill of the chase when we run out of the usual options, and still have not 
found that elusive part which is now the most important focus of our lives. We chase here 
and there, and follow up the faintest leads, go to Swap Meets near and far, make phone 
calls, are prepared to pay a lot of money, and drive many miles just to chase up a dim 
possibility. Finally, at long last, we find it at a Swap Meet, grab it, and not let it out of our 
hands. Or it comes in the post, registered mail, we tear open the parcel and are overjoyed 
to see the needed part is in pristine condition. We gaze at it in sheer pleasure, and put it in 
a safe place. That makes restoring such fun. 

(\ I saw this special moment at the Ballarat AOA a few years ago. It had obviously been 
arranged that a parts supplier would meet up with the person who had ordered a grille 
badge. I was standing not far away, and saw it was a badge in a small cardboard box, 



obviously brand new. I wish I would have had a camera handy. I saw that magic moment 
when the person opened that box and saw that perfect badge. r 

Of course, the 1800s that are in museums will always be there, but that brings little joy to 
the 1800 fancier who likes the feel of the seats, the purr of the engine, the comfort of the 
ride, and the sheer joy of being in a well engineered machine. We do not want to look at, 
we want to travel to distant places in. 

So, to summarise, it is OK for us to be confident in doing our restoration projects with the 
1800, for a good number of years. It seems that, .of the 62,000 made, there are still a 
goodly number around, but the number is decreasing. The utes are more scarce, but also 
still available. * * After that, it will probably happen that someone who wants a part badly 
enough will buy a going vehicle and make one good one out of two. But if I know of four 
parts cars waiting for a buyer in my own little neck of the woods, and this situation is 
likely to be the same all over Australia, we are surely a long way from facing the end of 
our close association with the Austin 1800.*** 

7' 
*Member Neil Melville told me that in their day, the 1800 was considered uglJ , 

complicated and stodgy (ultimate traffic hazard - four lady bowlers in an Austin 1800). 
Mechanics hated all FWDs, the clutch, exhaust and cooling system, access restriction. X6 
engines weren't durable, overheated, had tedious OHC valve adjustment and their body 
·hardware was flimsy. 

** To get a better picture of the total situation, here are the new vehicle registration 
figures, kindly supplied by club member Peter Jones: 

1800 sedan 

Kimb.lTasman 

Utes 

1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 Total 

2 1703 9947 10797 11412 10249 131 

1062 6765 4367 

1 1 536 794 579 312 7 

58715 

12194 

2331 f" 

Note: It is quite clear from these figures which models we should be making a special 
effort to preserve for the future. The figures above do not show the breakdown between 
Mark I and Mark II , but we all know that for sedans, the latter are far more numerous. I 
am not sure about the others. So, my guess of the order starting with the most rare are 
Mark I utes, Mark II utes, Mark I Tasmans and Kimberleys, Mark II Tasmans and 
Kimberleys, Mark I sedans, followed by Mark II sedans. 

***Neil Melville's comment: Our local Holden dealer (knowing we won't update) told 
me last year, "Neil, we can't sell you anything much better, except for the improved 
accessibility - BMC set the standard for us to follow." 

Postscript: Yes, it was as I predicted. I waited three weeks after the ad. stopped, then rang 
up the number in the ad. The guy told me that the cars were still there, and there was not 
one inquiry. He said they were still for sale, but he was now looking at other options, likl--
finding a museum that woulq J}ke to exhibit the Tasman. The possible future of the / 
Kimberley is not for the faint-hearted. Since it turned out the owner and I had met at 
rallies, we will keep in touch about these vehicles. 



Front wheel bearings. 
· By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

The front wheel bearings come in a set of three parts for each wheel, outer and inner identical taper 
bearings, and a spacer. To service the front wheel bearings, everything is taken apart, cleaned, and bearings 
are checked for discolouration and pitting. Any variation from shiny all over on the taper bearings or pitting 
means replacement of that bearing. Then comes greasing and assembly. The hub nut is tightened to about 
150 foot pounds which 1 do by jumping a few times on the end of a 1 ~ inch SAE ring spanner. Insert a 
split pin, and the job is done. Of course the seals have to be checked, and it is best to replace them, but that 
is not the subject of this article. 7 

This diagram from the manual 
shows the setup in the front 
wheels of the 1800. There are 
two identical taper roller 
bearings (13) separated by a 
cylindrical spacer (7). The 

(',~pacer allows the hub nut to be 
tightened to 150 ft.lbs (or lbj), 
i.e. using a weight of 150 lbs at 
a distance of one foot from the 
hub. Or 20. 7 N 

In other vehicles there are also 
two bearings, but no spacer. 
The nut is done up tight until 
the wheel moves with difficulty, 
and then the nut is backed off a . 
bit until the wheel moves freely, 
and there is no wheel wobble. 
This may not seem to have any 
relevance for 1800 owners, but 
~l:>ear with me. 
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Fig. N9 
The front hub assembly 

1. Driving flange assembly. 
2. Bolt - flange to disc. 
3. Nut - hub. 
4. Split pin. 
5 . Cone - outer. 
6. Oil seal - outer. 
7. Distance tube (spacer). 

8. Disc. 
9. Dust shield. 
10. Oil seal - inner (single lip - second 

type). 
11. Drive shaft. 
12. Swivel hub. 
13. Taper Roller Bearings. 

The bearings for the 1800 front wheel are freely available, but a set including the spacer is not available 
from bearing places, as far as 1 know. A careful measurement of a number of spacers will show that they 
vary in length. So it is not safe to replace one or two bearings and use the spacer already there. 

So why not use the method of having no spacer? Buy one or two bearings to replace the crook one/s, and 
leave the spacer out, and tighten the hub nut as decribed above. I've never thought of doing this, but 
someone else has. In a wheel 1 took apart the other day, there was no spacer, so it must work to some 
degree. It may well be regarded as an emergency technique, but bear it in mind when in a tight situation. 

When not in emergency mode, what are the alternatives if a replacement set is not available? When 
replacing one or two bearings, the spacer is either too short, just right, or too long. This can be checked by 
putting it all together, tightening up the nut, and seeing if the wheel moves with difficulty (spacer is too 
short), as it should be (spacer is just right), or there is some wheel wobble ( spacer is too long). If too long, 
the spacer can be shortened in a lathe, a little at a time, using a method of try it and see until it is just right. 

r~f too short, there is a trick I discovered the other day. You can go to your box of spare front wheel ball 
joints, and use the shims to lengthen the spacer, as they are exactly the right size. Just keep adding shims 
until the wheel moves as it should. All this can be done on the bench, and don't use a lot of grease to avoid 
getting your hands in a mess. The proper amount of grease can be added when everything is right. 



AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Thursday April 9th to Monday April 13th 

Newsletter No.1 April 2007 

Members of The Austin Motor Vehicle Club of Western Australia are in the process 
of planning to host Austineers, from Australia and Overseas, for AOA 2009. 

To that end, as no AOA has been held our side of the Nullarbor before, we are 
seeking early expressions of interest to help us establish the number of enthusiasts 
willing to make the long journey. 

Our club members, Ken & Diana Devine, together with Brian Knowles, are attending 
this AOA. 2007, and will be pleased to try and answer any queries you may have. 

Initial contacts may also be made by
Emailsaddressedto-atholfarmer@westnet.com .au 

ken.diana@bigpond.com.au 
Postal mail Athol Gorn 

Telephone 

1 0 Royson Place 
Dianella 
Western Australia 6059 

Athol Gorn 08 9276 9235 
Ken Devine 0893905310 (on his return) 

Your response to the following by June 30th 2007 would be appreciated. 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
I wish to express my interest in attending the Easter 2009 Austins Over Australia 
based in the Perth suburb of Wattle Grove. 

Surname First name 

Street Suburb 

City State Postcode 

Telephone Mobile Email 

Number attending 

Club 

Signed Date 

The Depender 13 

r 

( -



Page J of2 

.. 
f' fads and Figwes I Engines 

B-series engine 

Plewious Page Ned: Page 

The B-Series engine started out as a htIIIIIJIe 1.2-1itre unit that powaed tile Austin MO 
Devon. Ower time,. it was deu'E!Ioped - and de4e1aped - and cIeveIopecL 

Middle-market mainstay 

unit. 

After the end of Wood War D, Austin and Morris 
cootinued to rely on pre-war engines for their 
mid-range family cars. Out of the two 
companies, it was Austin that managed 10 
iI1tJlXb:e an entirely new engine for its A40 
Devon model. This engine (ispIaced l.2-1tres 
(65.5mm x 88.9mm borPjstroke), prodtD!d 
39bhp at 4300rpm and was an overhead vahle 
design. Morris, on the other hand, cmHnued 10 
rely on the side-valve solution for its ergne, as 
used in the Issigonis designed Monis~. 

By the time of BMes fonnation in 1952,. this was 
still very much the engine situation, and it 
meant that the company had a choice between 
the Austin MO engine and the 1477cc Morris 

Given the relative merits of the two engines, and the Austin-i:Esed management in the new 
organisation, it comes as no surprise that the Austin unit was adopted as the new engine to power- aI 
of the mmpany's cars in the mid-range. 

Logically enough, it was subsequently dubbed the 8-Series, and it proved to be ~nt in BMC's 
history because its features defined the style fur all of BMes later engines. Included in this list woOd 

f' be the IooJtion of its electrical equipment and the induction/exhaust complex on opposite sides of the 
engine bkxi Also, the pushrods passed through passages on the induction side of thecylinder" head in 
order to avoid the use of PI essed-in tubes passing across the plug cavity. The aanlcshaft: had three 
main bearings and the connecting rods were split dagonally. 

In 1954, the first three-box BMC saloon was launched; the Austin cambridge, which employed the 8-
Series engine in 1.2-1itre guise, as well as a newIy-enlarged 1489cc version. The upratej B was 
produced by a simple proress of "boring-out'" to 73mm. The power output of this version of the engine 
was5()l:q), whidl was produced at 4400rpm. This engine was also used in the Morris Oxford series n 
and the MG ZA Magnette, although the MG was treated to a twilH:arburettor set~, which boostEd 
power to 60bhp at 4600rpm. 

n was with the engineers at MG that the B-5eries went through further development in order to release 
more power - eventually resulting in the 68tI1p version that powered the 1956 MGA. 

In 1961, the B-Series had been further evoM!rl: the B's engine block was redesigned in order to 
accomodate newIy-siamesed bores, thus enabling the bore to be increased to 75.4mm. This inaeased 

(', http://www_austin-roveLco_uklenginebseriesf.htm lU1 SJ2006 



.-..... ._- -_ .. -- """" .... ""'" Page2of2 . 

the capacity to 1622a: and it was possible - with tur*'9 - for it to produce 83bhp. This edJa pow8" was 
produced at 5600rpm, and these higher rev imits were possible thanks to the use of Vandend VP3 in 
the main bearings. Among the other changes were improved valves, pistons and rings. n was not lDi 
the following }'ear that a "cooking" version of the B found its way into the Farina saIoons. .. they made 
do with a more realistic 61btl> at 45OOrpm. 

Further development of the B-Series led to a 1798a: version of the engine, which - in three beaIring 
form - first saw the right of day in the MGB. The bore Cellbes remained the same as the original 1.2-
litre A40 DevQn engine, but the bore measurements grew out to SO.3mm. In time for the Ialn:h of the 
AD017 in 1964, the three-bearing aankshaft was repac.erl by a five-bearing item in the illBests of 
increased smoothness, and this new set-up resulted in a power output of 84bhp ~) at 5300rpm. 
Development continued as far as the addition of bftKarWrettors, a set-up developed with the help of 
Daniel Richmond, which was used in the Ausm and Morris 18005 versions. 

By the early 19705, it became dear that the B-Series needed to be replaced with a new mit that wot*I 
be able to meet with upcoming US emissions regulations. The B-Series was by then, well establshed in 
l800cc capacity alone, and was used in the front wheel drive 1800 models as well as the rear wheel 
drive Marina and MGB. Because a cIeveJopment programme to replace it neveJ" got far off the gromd, 
the engineers at Abingdon worked hard on an OHC version of the engine, whk:fl would meet and 
exceed the fortt1coming emisSions regulations. This was the nearest thing tD a replacement in the 
pipeline, and when it became dear that the AOOITs replacement would need a de-smogged engine" 
the new car, which subsequently evolved into the Princess was designed tD use the OtIC version d the 
B-Series engine. 

Gwen that the two engines Were initially going tD be physically very similar, the development of the 
newer engine would not need to be ac:ceecatl'.d to meet the new car. And that led to the MG engi1e 
being adopted as the corporate replacement for the B-Series, which resulted in further am wider 
ranging changes. The result was the (}-Series; -an engine that started out as I:Blg related to the 8-
Series, but became more of a case of the Irish hammer - two new handles, three new heads, but the 
same hammer! 

In 1978, the (}-Series was launched in 1.7- and 2-fitre form, and over time, that ewIved into the 02-
Series in 1985 (seen in the Maestro and Montego EFi); a prelude tD the technically inlBesting MI6 
engine of 1986; which shared the 02'5 engine block. The MI6 was used in the Rover 820, and in 1992. 
it tDok. on it's final metamorphosis, into the TI6 ... 

Copyright @ 2002-2003 Keith Adams 

Previous Page NeJd:Page 

Related pages: 

• Engines gallery index 

• A series engine 

• K series engine 
• Rover va engine 

Fads and Figures ! Engines 
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The DYL 
By Rob Medlen 

2 Grassdale Rise, Aberfoyle Park 5159 0883707794 

Wanted 
1800 Mk 1 good bonnet badge and early silver aluminum dash fascia plate 

I thought you might like to know that I am the current owner of the early Mk 1. known 
as OYL 090 I tenacity. I have bought the car back to Adelaide and it is CtftTeI1IIy 
undergoing a full sympatric restoration as befits this piece of motoring history. 

I first bought "The Journeys of Gelignite Jack" in 1967 and often wondered what had 
happened to the car until I read of it in Rick Hopkins 1995 letters to the Club. Then it 
surfaced recenUy in this magazine with its early chassis number of 689. I chased up 
Bruce Evanson to by and track down the month of build of my other"65 1800 

To make a long story short. Bruce offered me theca and it was here 4 days later! 

Unfortunately, the car has detracted since it left Rick in 2000 and the interior in 
particular will be a challenge the body is very sbaight and rust free and the original 
engine is still very strong. My aim is too restore the car and eventually get it into a 
museum where it truly belongs after its unique first east! west and figure eight 
crossing of AusbaDa with a Mini to test castro! oil in 1965. 

This epic is well documented in book, film[crossing Alice] and magazine featured 
here and the UK[ The Uki is the counby that just lost the Ashes 5 zip] The car 
certainly bears the scares of that trip underneath and body cavities stiD have layers of 
thick red dust. Although Rick deaned a lot of dust out during his 20 years of 
ownership, there is still some left. 

I have contacted Rick and Nairn Hindhaugh [ex BMC ernployeeD to piece together 
the history of the car and Nairn tells me it was used as a works runabout After it 
returned and later as a support vehicle for the rally cars, towing a trailer, until the 
Utes were introduced. It was then sold out of the Company and bought by the son of 
one of the directors. He apparently removed its previous registration to disguise its 
history. 

Rick has provided me with a lot material relating to the car. Suffice to say the car has 
been saved, just in the nick of time and will again take its place as a truly unique 
vehicle. A testimony to the build quality is that even after 250,000 miles including 
12,000 miles across Australia, much of it in off road conditions, the doors still dick 
shit, and the body is as sound as the day it was built 

Restoration up dates will de issued, but it will take time!! 



I thought you may be interested in the endosed copy. \lVhile removing the dash 
assembly of the OYl [car number 689] as part of the restoration, I found an original 
BMC dealers printing block for the "Crossroads Alice- film wedged up behind the 
heater .. After pulling it out with great difficulty, I was amazed to discover what it 
was.. I put some ink on it after cleaning it up.. I rang Rick Hopkins, who owned the 
car for 20 years, and he knew nothing about it. He had never removed the parcel 
shelf. 

I contacted Nairn Hindhaugh and he was familiar with the 'BMC ~ety Drive Centre' 
logo and he said it ran until 1967 and fur1her that that the printing block could have 
only have come from BMC as it was supplied for local newspaper insertion[ with 
suitable spacers for dealer name insertions}- presumably during publicity totD'S with 
the car 

I now have a copy of the "Crossroads Alice- film! video which details the eastJ west 
crossing and compliments the book. "Journeys with Gelignite Jack" and all credit 
references are to Castrol as it was their venture. I therefore note with interest that 
the printing block now relates to BMC with picbJres of the cars on the trip. 

I can only assume it became wedged after floating around the floor in BMC's 
ownership. And has been there ever since!! 

The restoration is proceeding to plan with all current work on the interior progressing 
slowly. but surely 

More up dates as they come to hand!! 

I 

I 
I 
I " 
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('. ninems n Home I Me mbership I Hotmail ! Search I Mobile I Hatmail Plus WebSea1dl: 
\ 

Today I Mail I Calendar I Contad:s I 
$Phensdaryl@hotmail.com .& Messenger: Offline ... 

~ Reply I ~ Reply All I 1.i::I Forward I X Delete I 8 Put in Folder. I ~ Print YIeW 

From : Daryl Stephens <stephensdaryl@hotmai.c.om> .a. I ~ I X I ~ Inbox 

Sent: 

To: 

Monday, 1 January 2007 3:13:01 PM 

stephensdary\@hotmail.COOl 

in the year 2007, the Lord came unto Noah who was now living in 
Melbourne and said" Once again the Earth has become wicked and I 
see the end of al flesh before me" 

"Build another Ark and take 2 of every living thing- except 
Collingwood supportersalong with a few good humans'. He gave 
Noah blue prints saying" You have 6 months to build the Ark before 
it will rain for 40 days and 40 nights." 

Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in 
his back yard, but no ~-k!. "Noah" he roared "whre is the Ark 
"? "Forgive me Lord" begged Noah"but. things have changed" 

" I needed abuilding permit. I have been arguing with the 
building inspector about the need for a sprinkler system. My 
neibours claim I have violated the neibourhood zooning laws by 
building the Ark in my yard and exceeding height limitations . We 
had to go to the Development Appeals Tribunal for a decision." 

« Then the Department of Transport demanded a bond be posted for 
future costs of moving power lines and other over head 
obstructions to clear the passage for the Ark to move to the 
sea. I told them the sea would be coming to us, but they would 
not sea it." 

" Obtaining wood was another problem. There is a ban on cutting 
local trees in order to save the spotted OWl. I tried to 
concince the greenies that I need the wood to save the OWls. But 
no go.« 

" When I started gathering the animals, an animal rights group 
sued me. they insisted I was confining wild animals againts 
their will. They argued the accomodation was too restictive and 
it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a confined 
space." 

" Then the Enviroment Protection Agency ruled that I could not 
build the Ark until they had conducted an enviromental impact 
study of Your proposed flood. I am still trying to resolve a 
complaint with the Human Rights comission om how many minorities 
I am supposed to hire for my building crew." 

" Imigration and Naturalization are checking the credentials of 
most of the people who want to work. The trade unions say i 

i' http://byl16fdbayl16.hotmail.msn.comlcgi-binlgetmsg?rnsg=Q5762918-085D-421B-AA23... 2/6/2007 
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cannot use my sons. They insist i use only Union Labour with Ark 
building experience." 

" To make matters worse, the Tax Man has seized all my assests 
claiming I am trying to leave the country with an endangered 
species, so forgive me Lord but it will take at least 10 years to 
finish the Ark". 

Suddenly thye skies cleared, the Sun shone and a Rainbow 
stretched across the Sky •. Noah looked up in wonder and asked 
the Lord " You mean you are not going to destroy the World ?" 

" No" said the Lord "the goverment has beaten me to it !!! 

Robert Williams restored mk 1 Ute. The donor car is beside it 

Page2of2 
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AUSTIN CENTENARY 

~ 
Held Sunday 12th March. Castle hill, Sydney 

The much anticipated gathering to celebrate 100 years 
of Austin took place at Castle Hill Showground, 
Sydney. It was the culmination of events that took 
place around Australia during the past twelve months. 

Setting off early from Toronto, Lake Macquarie 
Austin "tasious" behaved itself on the 130 km trip 
down the F3 Freeway. The weather was ideal for an 
early morning drive and the traffic was light which 
added to the pleasure. 

Arriving at the venue at 7.50 am we were surprised to find a sizable number of entrants 
already enjoying breakfast supplied by the local Lions Club and quite a few had assembled 
picnic tables and chairs for their own comfort. Mistake number one: we didn't put the 
chairs in the car, did we? 

There was an 1800 already parked in the 1970' s area along side an Austin Princess, perhaps 
the last of the east west driven Austins. 

The organizers had marked the display area in age groups, the 70's area was close to the 
entrance gate which was ideal for watching arrivals. We hadn't been there long before a 
black 1800 appeared at the gate, I thought I was seeing double as the driver parked the car 
along side another black 1800. On closer inspection the second car was more a dark gray. 

The black car was none other than much travelled Herb Simpfendorfer, however this 
morning he had only covered a few kilometers as he was staying with relatives nearby. 
Herb had already attended centenary events in Melbourne, Albury and Warwick, 
Queensland. The challenge is, has anyone driven so many miles to attend historic car 
events? 

Always having a keen eye for detail Herb paid a visit to have a look at what I'd been doing 
since last time we met. He noticed that I had the battery fixing bar on the wrong way 
around, however later in the day we were standing by a very nice W olseley and this too had 
the bar fitted incorrectly. I felt a little better now. 

The Wolseley is owned by Leo Goodfellow. He 
had driven down from Woolgoolga, some of 
you may know exactly where this is but how 
about others do some research and let us know. 

Continued .... . ... . .. . 

Can NSWowners have a get together? 



The Wolseley 18/85s was brought from the U.K by an official of the Australian Embassy 
on his return to his post in Canberra, and was later purchased by Leo, who was in the right 
place at the right time. 

Leos 18/85s is very rare, factory built (UK) model in Australia, Perhaps the only one? It is 
in original condition and superbly maintained. 

A third black 1800, a Ute, was present but this one, I 
understand, was not ex factory duco. However 
having said that the workmanship that had gone into 
making this vehicle a standout was exceptional and 
to add to the picture a trailer made from a written 
off Ute was attached. 

Graeme Lord, the owner of the 1.5 Utes, operates an 
automotive business in Wollongong specializing in British Cars. Graeme had another Crab 
on display one he used for rallying, This car had covered 420,000 kilometers and was still 
going strong. 

There were a couple of imported cousins that caught 
my eye. Parked next to me was a Austin Maxi,. The 
Austin Maxi was the first car to be launched by 
British Lev/and in 1968. Alec Issigonis' last produc
tion car possessed a range of features that would 
still seem advanced at the time of the car's death in 
1981. 

On my 
drivers side was an Austin Princess, again in 
lovely condition. A much underrated car that 
struggled to get recognition in the UK. 

The Tasman and Kimberley were to be Australia's 
answer to the popular 6 cylinder Fords and 
Holden's. Sadly this did not eventuate, given time 
these models I feel sure these models would have 
been equally successful. 

Someone invited a cousin (once removed) but I 
must say this one scrubbed up well, an absolutely 
mint condition Morris 1100. The owner had 
Appreciate but don't touch displayed in the 
window and understandable I guess, but many 
people must have felt tempted. 

continued ............... . 

Where can us NSWowners meet up? 
Two 



It would not be fair if we were to exclude the 
Grand Dames of our family these two Sheerlines 
were classics to say the least the two tone was 
driven up from Canberra both dominated in the 
parade. 

To me they optimized what the Austin Company 
was all about being able to produce vehicles for 
all, from the wealthy to the average man in the 
street. 

Speaking of vehicles for all this tractor (one of 
~ 2 on display) found many admirers among 

both visitors and entrants. 

It was actually driver across the showground 
albeit at a very leisurely pace. 

Herbert was certainly a man of many talents. 

Some stats .................. . 

• t . ~- • 

• _ . !J"'~ 

Number in attendance 194, some very late arrivals did not make the register. 
2 tractors and 2 x 5 ton trucks A40 Ute dragster 
Lotus bodied A40 chassis race car 
Longest distance Austin Atlantic (from Melbourne) 
Oldest car 1912 10hp closely followed by 1913 lOhp and a 1914 20hp tourer. 

Landcrab 

11 Saloons 
1.5 Utes 
1 Wolseley 18/85s 
2 Tasman 
1 Kimberly 
2 Princess's 
1 Maxi 
1 Austin 1300 annoyed I didn't get a pic, sorry 

And a collection of kids pedal cars 

Of course if other Crab owners interstate would like 
join NSWowners and meet that would be nice. 

Continued .... .. .... . . ... ... . 
Page Three 
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Picture gallery 

Herb contemplating the drive back home to 
Walla Walla, or is he planning his next ad-

In the beginning 

Any suggestions to the meaning 
of the words in this ad? 

Very similar to the one on display 

A suggestion to NSW members we meet at the Hawksbury River Bridge, Moonee Moonee Canteen 
Page Four 



METAL SIGNS 
FOR LANDCRAB ENTHUSIASTS 

All signs are manufactured from colorbond steel and painted with enamel paint so not only 
do they have a very high standard of finish but also commercial grade durability. 

Imagine how good one of these w9~ld look in your shed, carport, driveway, or bar. 
Signs measure 200mm x 300mm 

If you do your own mechanical work then these 
Authorised Service Centre AUTHORISED 

signs would have to be ultimate accessory for your shed. 
These signs can be ordered as either Dark Blue on White 

Light Blue on White, or Black on White, and are available as 
Austin 1800 Mk1, Mk2, Kimberley, or Leyland Australia. 

AUTHORISED LEYLAND 

AUSTIN 1800 
AUSTIN 1800 

AUSTIN 

KIMBERLEY AUSTRAUA 
SERVICE CENTRE SERVICE CENTRE SERVICE CENTRE Service 

Parking Signs come with rounded 
comers and can be ordered as either 
Red on White or Black on White, 
available as Austin 1800 MId, Mk2, 
or Kimberley. 

.. -
AUSTIN 1800 

~ •. -- .1- ..• 
. .1 " , . ~ . 

. ~ , .,. 
~~~ 

PARKING 
ONLY 

PARKING 
ONLY 

II ....... . m ••••••• • 

Benchmark Engraving & Awards 
PO Box 12 
Regents Park NSW 2143 

Phone: 02 8214 8628 
Fax: 029644 5530 
Email: sales@benchmarkengraving.com 

AUSTIN 1800 

~jj. \L~ 
PARKING 

ONLY 

I'm a fellow 
Member of LOCA 

I design and 
manufacture 

all of my 
unique 

merchandise 

Also available: 
Keyrings 

Coffee Mugs 
Coasters 

Glassware 

$4Q.50 each 
plus $10.00 postage Australia Wide 

*Price iHcludes GST 

Visit my showroom at: www.benchmarkengraving.com 



Sales 
Mk 1 and a % runs and registered No RWC piles of spares 227,000 miles Surrey 
Hills Vic 03 9899 1322 offers . 

Mk 11 Kimberley Manual One owner always garaged Creaml blue lots of spares 
80,000 miles Ipswitch, QLD 07 3281 8207 offers 

1965 Mk 1 Manual Chassis no. 592 No reg one owner 60,000 miles always 
garaged offers 03 9870 5939 

For Sale 

1970 MId 1 Austin 1800 Automatic utility 

But if you can find a better one I promise to be romantic to my wife. 

This vehicle has traveled 47,397 miles to date. I have all paper work to show 
that I am only the third owner. The front floors are original and the tray 
looks like its only carried a dozen roses. Its not "perfect" but its to good to 
use as a daily driver but to good to stay in the shed. 

While every price is negotiable this is only for the serious. 
Telephone (03)9324-5502 AH 

35 aser Street 
Airport West 
Vic 3042 

For Sale - 2 AustIn TastrlllR grilles;, tillS peded other gDOd lIS a $pllte {paintJed bIac:k} 
$5IJ coq. a_ allN7ll1tM; st,a,*" moIDr and a kIw DIller bits SltB" Austin X6 these 
".". wiH a_ fit uyllllJ!/ PT6and I.syIand IfII ... Six POt. I also hIwe one I11III a 
halT set. c:IIlDIfJe badges 611it...,., T..".." $SIJ CDO. 
Contact PetJer tllllU13 37!J 410 email 7a1ldClab69 fht;IIIDtA ClMlIiIII' 

Had a young women with boyfriend troubles around the other 
night. Me" What's he done wrong this time ?" 

Her. "Still breathing!" 
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CO ........... IGN 
24 Elder St. 

Blackburn/ Vic/31 30. 

0409 944 839 
Fax: 9894 0605 

Austin 1800 Car Club 

22 Davison St Mitcham VIC 3132 

• 

To Whom it may concern, 

For some time now I have been restoring old black & white no plates. 
I thought this may be of interest to your members. 

4/4/07 

I usually get plates from owners already painted however painting of blqck can be arranged. 

~ ~ 
To re- letter by hand in high quality white vinyl as per example below cost is $40 each plate. 

Drop off and pick up at address above and payment on pick up. 

signs are available including hand-lettering on cars. 

~oesign@bigpond.com • ABN: 1 151 269 1 211 . 
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YOU HAVE JUST BEEN PASSED BY AN 

S N 
DO NOT TRY AND KEEP UP, YOU WILL BE AT RISK 

OF ENDANGERING YOUR LIFEI 

Murphy's NEWEST Laws 

1. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright 
until you hear them speak 

2. He who laughs last, thinks slowest 
3. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine 
4. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don't 
5. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool 
6. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something 

right, there's a 90% probability you'll get it wrong 
7. If you lined up all the cars in the world end to end, someone would be 

stupid enough to try to pass them, five or six at a time, on a hill, in the fog 
8. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it 
9. The things that come to those who wait, will be the things left by those 

who got there first 
10. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries 
11. The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in a dark room. 
12. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well 
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This and 
than that 
By Daryl Stephens 

that, but more this 

Neibours is filmed just near here .. \Myself, I prefer a bit more culture- like the footy 
or even the Poms being belted in the gentleman game. 

I happened to be working just near the Neibours filming recently. While I was at 
this house, there was a tree feller also there, making an awful racket with both his 
chain saw and mulcher 

The public relations man from Neibours slithered over and they talked for a few 
minutes about the show. Then came the crunch. The noise from the tree feller's 
machinery was upsetting the filming and could he please go away! 

He refused and a bit of name calling was entered into. Then 3 'heavies 'came 
over. Not liking the odds, I stood with the tree man while the conversation 
became most animated. Fortunately, violence did not occur, as I could not fight 
my way out of a thick fog. The tree feller kept on working! 

You needed to know this. 

Moving on 
Being the year of Our Lord, 2007, the Club has decided it high time those who 
would like to receive the newsletter by email should be able to do so. [it saves the 
~Iub both postages and printing costs] 

Therefore, could those who are willing to receive the newsletter by email please 
advise Club President Ian Davey of this - idavy@ozemail.com.au .. , 
[ lan, could you please tell me who has responded so I do not post them a 
newsletter as well ?} 

And the good news is that Club subscription of $A35-00 becomes due 30/6. 
Pay now and avoid the rush!! Cheques or money orders to Landcrab Club 22 
Davison Street, Mitcham Vic 3132 

To credit the Clubs account, contact Treasurer Patrick Farrell 
farwar@ozemail.com.au 

New member 

Peter Kaneen 11 Windsong Way mk 11 
Point Cook Vic 3030 

0427855208 



Bruce Austin has kindly copied an early 1800 imperial I metric speedo 

/WHERE YOUR CAR COM~ 

\ 
I 

.--AIJ mod~ls from England ... 
• All models from .Germany '.' .. ' . .. iseries fram solitb Afrfca, 

X5 and Z4i'from ti'le Unfted 
States,X3:tl:om Austria. all other 
models from Gefnjany 

.-...v, 
AU models from England 

.CHIf .. 
Voyager and 300G from Austria, 
PT Cruiser from l't'J.exlco, 
Crossifre from GermanY: . -All models from france 

• fIIiuI 
0\. All models f~om Italy .,.. . 

All models from I~aly 

... ,. 
Falcon, Falcon ute, Fairlane, LTD 
and Territory made in Australia, 
Focus from South Africa, 
focus XR5 and Fiesta from 
Germany, Courier, from Thailand 
and South Africa, Escape from 
Japlln, ,f-Series from BriWl and 
Transit from England Sind Turkey 

;::: ...... 
All models rom South "pt.ea 

; ~ 

! r ... . ·· 
i Grand C!leroKee from 4J1Str1a, 
1 Cherokee and Wrangler'f(otn US 

I ~· 
I ..... • 

[;~=M 
, 
• 

I !~Italy' 
I· ! ~rom J .... except 
; B-Series from Thailand and 
1 South Africa 

t::.~ . ....... All models from Germany, except 

l:::::.: M-Class and R..class from US, C-Class from South Africa, Sprinter 
from Germany and Argentina 

! 

! All mode1s from en,Jand 

1 ....... 1' 
~, All mode)s from JiJlpan, except 
i Triton from!tJuilland and 380 made ' .... ' ! in Australia 

Commodore, Ute ... Statesman · 1 ' 

and Caerice mane in Australia, '::':. 
Rodeo from Thailand, 'Tigra' from ' 
'France, Astra ·from Belglutif; ~.: 
Banna, Combo from Pprtugal, ' 
Cruze from Japan, Barlna and . i 
Viva from South Korea. ' 1 

.1tOIItW 
All models from Englal)d 

..;;;<f 

. .. ,.,." 
All model$ from France, except 
206 from France and Eng1aQd .. ,.... 
All models from Germany except 
Boxter from FInland .. ,., .. 
All models from Malaysia 

• ...u 
All models from France except 
Trafic from England, Megane 
from Turkey and Spain 

.... LI •• 
All models from England . ... 
All models from Sweden ..... 
All models from France 

• .,.MlY .. 
All models from South Korea 

-. ....., 
All models from Japan 

.IUIUHI -
All models from Japan 

."IYOI'A 
All models from Japan except 
HlIu)(' :from Thailand and Camry 
made in AUstralia .-Passat, Transporter, LT and Golf 
R~2 from Germany, Polo from 
SOuth Africa and Spain, Beetle 
and' Jetta'Trom Mexico, rouareg 
{rom Slovakia, Caddy from 
p(jlan~ 

., VOlVO 
AI! madels fram $weden, except 

,S40 "Ind V50 from Belgium 



MSN Hotmail - Message 

ninemsn Home I Membership I Hotmail I Search I Mobile I Hotmail Plus 

Today I Mail I Calenda. 

stephensdaryl@hotmail.com ..l Messenger: Offline ... 

~ Reply I ~ Reply All I ~O Forward I X Delete I ~ Junk I .& Put in Folder... I ~ Pril 

From: Ken Green <kengreen@landcrab2.freeserve.co.uk> 4 I -q, I X I ~ Inbox 

Sent : Monday, 23 April 2007 7:08:31 AM 

To: 

Subject : 

"PATRICK FARRELL" <farwar@ozernail.com.au>, 
"James Mclemon" 
<james1800house@ntlworld.com>, "HELEN 
JORDAN" <helen.jordan@btintemet.com>, "Daryl 
Stephens" <stephensdaryl@hotmail.com>, "Brian 
Rees" <brian.r2@bigpond.com> 

Rally this Sunday For the newsletter 

@ Attachment: BlankBkgrd.gif « 0.01 MB), YEDCorinumrun.jpg (0.24 MB) 

We did the Cirencester car clubs Corinum Rally this 
Sunday 

The event is about 120 mile down mostly .narrow lanes 
round the very hilly Cotswold area 

You have an average speed of about 25 mph to 
maintain and a series of controls both listed on the 
route card and secret checks to visit and get 
Signatures. 

You have to estimate the MPG / Litres/100km you 
will average over the course. This is checked accurately 
by the organisers, they also weigh the car to give an 
index of fuel efficiency to weight, we did well on this as 
the Crab weighed in at 1400 kilos 

I estimated about 25 mpg for the Landcrab and was 
surprised to achieve over 30, this put us out of the 
leader board but got us a round of applause at the 
finish for an excellent result on the index of fuel 
efficiency . 

Most of the MGB;s seemed to be getting about 26 and 
one of the Minis got 28 !! The Healey 3000 only 
averaged 14 mpg over the course. 



MSN Hotmail - Message 

We were by the way driving normally no coasting 
down hills in neutral etc or rock hard tyres - just a 
standard Mk2 single carb engine with the ignition set 
up on my Crypton tuner and the carb set with a 
GLinsons Colour Tune, I did not deliberately set the 
mixture weak. 

I followed the instructions suplied with the Colour tune 
and set it up to give the "Bunsen Blue" flame shown 
through the top of the Colour Tunes window. the car 
does have 195/70 X 14 tyres on Minilite wheels so 
could probably have done even better on the narrow 
standard tyres ( less rolling resistance) we also used 
the cheapest grade unleaded fuel not super and the 
ignition was set to 10 deg BTDC to allow this. 

Its a very enjoyable day out and one that we shall 
repeat next year. You do not need any special licence 
or be a member of the organising club so anyone can 
have a go, the route is easy to follow using Tulip 
diagrams following Signposts and also marker arrows at 
some junctions. If anyone is interested in doing this or 
similar events please let me know. 

Ken 

Fuol COfI&umption MPG ,. 30.49 

Deviation from nominated .. -21 .94% 

Fu~' consumed (1IlrH"," IIlOktTtl = 9.32 

Pence per mile ::; 14.15 

Clrencester effiCiency number = 15.03 

Sponsored by 

Page 2 of3 

Iv or Webb and Sons Limited, Cirencester 9 

http://byl16fd.bayl16.hotmaiLmsn.com/cgi-hinigetmsg?msg=65706716-D795-44DA .. 23/04/2007 



Hot Kod Air - ~uaiity Air LondltlOrung Systems and Component Parts Page 1 ot '2 

t H t Ofl,\€' 

~ Products t 
~ NC Basics 

~ New PfC~jllC~S 
l 
f Catal 09 R&ques,L 

~ Dealers 

i ConLact Us 
L.. 

~!iRmR m- ><;.~ .' '.' 

. ..J 

The electric compressor for air conditioning 

.... • • -. 
~ , 4: ~ .... 

- . .tIt IJ Ii . 
d -.. - " lJ I:J IJ J d 

~ 

Package includes: 
Elite Series Evaporator, Sanden Compressor, Alan Grove Compressor Brack 
Hose Kit with Drier and Binary Safety Switch. Upgrades to polished aiuminul 

available for an additional charge. 

Introductory Offer 
Complete Elite Series Package Only 

Elite Standard Packa~ 
$795.00 Plus Frei! 
Elite Deluxe Package 
$835.00 Plus Frei! 

/"' 

Elite Deluxe 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH ~ 

4 Vent Evaporator 

http ://www.hotrodair.com/pgla.cfm In 
811212006 
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TOP VIEW 
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SIDE VIEW 

electric.gif 

s.tden's adl'allad HV AC sptem incorporates 
our SUS EItctrk: ScroU Compressor to meet die 
nftds or YdIida in ckveIopmaJt Coday. Thr SHS 
was developed wilb some tile world's IeadiDa 
maauf'ac.1Urtrs ill putldpation. 'f'he blend of DC 
drifts with Sandm's scroD compres.wr prorida a 
quid., eawrv-ellidettt "heart" ror HV AC tIaaa dOt 
ooly cools but c:aa also be utilized as a heal .... p. 

Wbetlttr it's an electric car/truck. a hybrid ... a 
Iow-emMion vehide. the best answer ror c:IiIIIate 
amtrol, vehicle conservat.ion and r.eldrdi8bi6ty 
is Sanden HV AC. Sandm is CORlinaing beyond 
tbe Intl'Oduction 01 this new system and milialbtg 
new ideas to reduee the size or the c:ompn5lilOr 
aad provide IIIOft l'InibiIity ill the iategration 01 
comprcMOr COIItroi with the ydtide ma5Ier 
control system. 

iii ~Can 
• .,~. ('.apadty Cun'e 

• Pow'ft" Input Curn! 

~ Specif"lCIItioas 

·GeoeraI~ 

• PafCllnllllJU Sped.I1caJons 

./ .,. .. -
• JlImmdomI drall'lnp ror COI'IIpI"a'SIO MMt 

pIl'IlieI" box 

efJ C.aatact (aronnalion 
• Send u_ae (0 saIa. RpR:Iiall.ad.-r 
• Setul nlfSSll&e to mafneer'b1& ~b-e 

http://www.hotrodair.com/images/big_ elite _ std _ drawing.gif 
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MOTOR WORLD 
THE Austin 1800. heralded as the "Car of the Ce~tury" when 
. it was introduced in ~E~9Iand. has li:ed.:p t~ expectations 
In a 12-month consumer fest I have lust -Concluded. 

Though sales in England 
are not quite as good as 
expected, the improved Aus
tralian-manufactured model 
has sold excellently. 

The 1800 was a venture 
by B.M.C. into the cut
throat market of the big 
family car, and the lROO 
needed enough induce
ments to compete with its 
four cylinders against six 
cylinders of the "Big 
Three" makers. 

As a result a big initial 
market percentage was not 
anticipated, with sales 
building up gradually. 

Considering :the J 966 
slurnp in the Australian 
motor industry, sales of 
the 1800 for its first 12 
months since release bave 
been above forecasts. 

In fact, the sales percen
tage held by the 1800 in 
Australia is the highest 
of any country where this 
car is sold. 

For the latest week of 
figures, B .M~C. (16.5 per 
cent) were only shaded by 
G.M.H. (32.3 per cent) and 
Ford (20.1) on their pre
centage of the N.S.W. pas
senger car market. 

Of the individual 
makes, the 1800 was 
placed sixth - behind 
Holden, . Falcon, Valiant, 
tbe Morris 1100, and the 
Ford Cortina. 

Improved 
The Australian 1800 

when launched initially in
cluded ·a nurn,ber of items 
whose absence had been 
criticised by English testers 
in the cars sold there. 

Our 1800 has a different 
steering ratio for easier 
handling and a hand brake 
eX/tension so that it can be 
taken off without having to 
move out of the seat belts. 

The glovebox is divided 
and has a front lip, so that 
odd items don't land under 
the passenger's feet. 

Separate front seats are 
fully (.-amping, something 
which is only a·vailable as 
~n nntinn in F .nulSJ:nrf . 

The 1800 taking tough country in its stride 

Year's test 
proves 
the~1800' 
By CLYDE 

HODGINS 

, 'J. 



ispace enough to carry six 
people comfortably. 

I was assisted by a rela
tive in completing the 12 

out of 100 people wore 
them when driving;. 

Overall to Adelaide the 
1800 gave 23 miles to .the 
gallon, While six-cylinder 
cars would have been 
well below 20 at the same 
speeds. 

From Sydney to Adelaide 
and return the petrol bill 
was $36.80, which worked 
out at $9.20 per person. 

Only trouble on the trip 
months' test of the 1 MOO. was a pinhole leak in a 

It was on a trip to radiator hose and a loose 

which caused a washer to 
be sucked into the carburet
·tor and as a result the 
throttle stuck open. 

Both troubles were quick
ly adjusted under warranty 
by the Adelaide distrihutors. 

On our test track top 
speed of <the 1800 was timed 
at 91.9 m.p.h. 

Since the 1800 was 
first introduced several 
modifications have been 
carried out to cars already 
sold at no extra cost to the 
owners 

My only criticism is that 
the gearstick is still stiff 
after 12 months' use. 

But RM.C. says this has 
been done on purpose so 
that no sloppiness creeps in. 

Provisional licence 
holders should get at least 
29 miles per gallon out of 
their 1800 on trips. 

I got this cruising at a 
steady 40 miles per hour. 

At 30 m .p.h. it gave 
30.2, with 28.9 at 50, 26.4 
at 60 and 24.3 at 70. 

/
. Adelaide that the 1800 wing nut on the air cleaner, 

really showed its economy 1~"~"~H~""~H~""~H;e4""~"""~ of operation. 'l\'Ii~ •••••••• - •• f.o •• r •••• y •. o •• u •• r •••••••••••• ~ 
MOST outstanding I had ~one the: trip pre-

t · f t f viously In a slx-cylmder 
mo orrng ea 0 under the same conditions. 

1966 was performed Yet I foupd the 1800 test drive 
b t t· t saved $16 on ~petrol on a 

y a quar e In wo quick three-day trip, going . .... fbi 
tin 1800 and a Morris turning via West Wyalong. 
8.M.C. cars-an Aus- via Mount Gambier and re- 'Of -the a u ous I 

The 1800 was no slower 800 
Mini De Luxe. and the return trip was AUSTI~N 1 \ : 

covered in an excellent I 
. The team were rally team 12! hours' driving time. 
manager Evan Green, trials Usually I become tired • 
veteran Jack Murray, rhoto- after such a long spdl at " -, : 
grapher Scott Polkinghorne the wheel, but the 1800 
and motor engineer Alan was so interesting I wnuld CA.LL 
Kemp. not have minded a longer 

They covered 13,000 trip. 
miles in six weeks in a There was no need to 
figure-eight ·around Australia back off while sizing up _ 
and ventured through many .:orners as I had great '1 _ 
areas never covered before faith in the disc brakes ~" : 
by motor cars. the front wheels. , I 

Hardest leg of their jour ' ,,.. • ,. the . hydrolastic 
ney, done to test out a new suspension smoothed out 
Castrol motor oil, was from th.. roughe~t potholes. • _: 
Rockhampton, a I m 0 s t The three-pointer relts 
straight across to Car- fitted well-flnd after a while i 
na.rvon. I did not 'Teaftlle.' ! _'" as 32-0421 

It included one section of wearing 1hem. . , 
30 miles of sand hills, with Ndw all B.M.C. vehicles: KELLOW-FAl . INER PTY. LTD. I 
temperatures up to 122 de- ha.ve belts and on a clleck -_ 206 Russell ' eet Melbourne 
grees in the shade. thiS w¢'eJt of thtee-POll~ter _ " I 

Overall it gave 22 miles . belts I found that over 80 ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
to the gallon, which is good 
considering the car has Reprinteci by courtesy 01 the "SYDNEY SUN-HERALD," 1 /l /67. 

Printed hv Joh'l Fairfax and Sons Ltd .• Broadway. Sydney. 

,'?J 



"One more car in 
Mini/I I 00 concept" 
Mr. Alec /ssigonis, Technical Director of BMC, tells of the thought 
and planning which went into ADO 17, of the stages of development 

The new engineering concept created by 
the Mini, and later by the 1100, led the 
BMC management to believe that it would 
be beneficial to introduce one more car, a 
larger one in this case, designed around 
this basic philosophy. This, in fact, is the 
new Austin 1800. 

The new car is, therefore, the third in the 
line of the front-wheel-drive transverse
engine cars which I have designed and, 
although one is perhaps never completely sat
isfied with what one has done, the reaction of 
many people who have driven it has been 
favourable and it would, therefore, appear to 
have a great future before it. 

We began work on the first prototype of 
this model about two years ago and the pro
ject was handed over to what we call one of 
our 'cells' because I have, for many years, 
been convinced that to get adequate concen
tration on one particular model it is necessary 
to have a small group of people working on it 
under my direct control and that of our Chief 
Engineer Charles Griffin. 

In Detail 
Long before pencil is put to paper on a new 
model the problem is given a great deal of 
thought and when some of the ideas begin to 
crystallize these are put on paper in the form 
of a small quarter scale drawing, so that one 
can be sure that by looking at the design as a 
whole in this way, the balance ofthe complete 
car is to one's satisfaction. 

14 

At this stage these early drawings are 
passed over to the appropriate 'cell' which in 
this case is in the charge of Mr.C.D. 
Kingham, who is entrusted with the problem 
of the working to of details and all the practi
cal work that is required to ensure that some 
of the speculative features of the design have 
a practical coherence before a physical proto
type is built. 

Much thought 
At the same time our Chief Engineer of the 
Engine & Transmission Division, Mr. 
W. V.Appleby, is brought into the picture, and 
design studies are made by his department of 
the engine and the transmission unit In my 
initial studies of the design of the car as a 
whole one had a fair idea of how much space 
this important component of the car would 
occupy, but it is only after Bill Appleby's 
designers begin to work out details that one 
can be sure that this estimate can, in fact, 
become a practical reality. 

At this stage we start work to reassure our
selves that the external appearance of the 
body is acceptable. Initial design, so far as 
has been drawn, has the profile in two dimen
sions and it must therefore be ascertained that 
its appearance is acceptable when seen in the 
three-dimensional form. Tins study is 
entrusted to Pininfarina through the channels 
of our Design Studio at Longbridge, which is 
in the charge of Mr.R.Burzi. 

Farina has to work very closely to the initial 



This article from BMC World was submitted by Michael Sanchez who worked at BMC 
and owns Austin 1800 531 NOF which was used for testing In Garve, Scotland. The car 
Is seen above at a get together of BMC Apprentices. 

profile of the car so far as physical dimen
sions are concerned, and when studies have 
been thoroughly discussed with us a mock-up 
is built. This is a hollow steel shell represent
ing the car in its final three dimensional form. 
This phase of the work is tedious and exhaust
ing because the model itself has to be built in 
Turin and as a result entail a lot of travelling 
and very close communications between our
selves and Farina. 

The mock-up is eventually shipped to 
Longbridge for inspection and criticism by 
BMC management and it may be that even at 
this stage small detailed modifications have 
to be carried out before final approval is given 
to proceed with the tooling of the external 
skin surfaces. 

The first run 
We are now in a position to start work on the 
building of a complete running prototype car. 
I am very apprehensive at this stage because, 
with so much at stake, the first run in a proto
type can very often prove to be disappointing. 

15 

I therefore insist that I shall always be the first 
person to drive the car. 

In the case of the ADO 17, I must admit 
that for once in a while my impressions of the 
first run down the road were favourable. This 
doesn't mean that the development that nor
mally lies ahead on a prototype is finished, in 
fact, no matter how impressed one is on the 
first run there still remains a great deal of 
work to be done before the design can be 
approved for production. The development of 
the prototype is a long and tedious job 
because it entails a great deal of testing, not 
only of the car but also of its components, 
which include suspension rig tests and long 
endurance runs of the power unit on the test 
bed. 

Hourly touch 
As this work proceeds one is in daily or hourly 
touch with it in order to be certain that impor
tant decisions are made as quicldy as possible 
relating to certain parts of the programme 
which are not progressing satisfactory. 



The progress of this stage is important to 
me because I am now, for the first time, 
beginning to appreciate or apprehend whether 
my initial design is sound or not, and it is at 
this critical stage that the big decision is made 
whether to proceed with it as planned or make 
substantial revisions to the general concept. 

If only car designers would treat their ini
tial designs with an open mind at this stage 
and bravely discard some of their initial 
designs with an open mind a this stage and 
bravely discard some of their initial concepts 
for something better and more practical, the 
car of today · would have achieved higher 
functional standards. 

In the case of the 1800 this critical phase of 
the development did not create undue con
cern, because we did, after all, have the devel
opment experience of both the Mini & the 
1100 behind us. It was therefore, decided that 
the project should proceed with full speed to 
reach the production stage. Ai this point it is 
now necessary to build two more hand built 
prototypes which we call the production pro
totypes. In this, a lot of detail that could not be 
finalized on the first car has now to be 
resolved and built into the vehicles, and the 
serious final assessment of the complete car 
begins. 

Tooling begins 
Tooling is now put underway and work con
tinues on these two prototypes' detail refine
ment, until such time as most of the major 
components of the car are available off tools. 
We now complete several more cars from 
these components in order to check that these 
machine made parts fulfil their function as 
well as the handmade parts did on the hand
built prototypes. 

The cost of building further test models for 
general check and test purposes in this way is 
very much reduced and it is, therefore possi-

ble for us to make a statistical analysis of the 
general progress of the vehicle. It must be 
remembered that a modem car is such a com
plex piece of machinery that it is obviously 
not possible that two cars identical in design 
are identical in practice. 

In the case of the Austin 1800 about twenty 
cars were built in a pre-production form on a 
pilot assembly line under the direction of our 
Deputy Managing Director in Charge of 
Production Mr. W. H. Davis, where problems 
of the assembly of the car and further detail 
design modifications were completed. 

From this stage we move to final full scale 
production but it is very important to have 
_opinions of many people, both skilled and un
skilled, to assess the merits of the car. We 
therefore organized through the Publicity 
Department, in charge Mr. Brian Turner with 
whom we were in very close contact, for the 
pre-production cars to be tested by a large 
section of the international motoring Press in 
order to confirm that the car is acceptable to 
the world at large. 

Enthusiastic 
This operation was carried out in a remote 
part of Scotland in the case of the Austin 
1800. Journalists who, must naturally be 
taken into our confidence, were therefore 
invited to test the car and the number of per
sons doing this was so great ultimately it was 
nearly two months before the operation was 
completed. The general consensus of opinion 
turned out to be one of overwhelming enthu
siasm for the new model by all who tried it. 
This appraisal from a highly critical and 
sophisticated group of experts gives us some 
hope that this new car has potentially a great 
future before it. 
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Wetook 
lstclass • a Jet. 

~~&ll 

lithe 
of 

And built you a car. 
Travelling 1st class on a big international jet is a very good 

feeling. Everything is luxury, everything is designed to pamper 

~
. ; I 

I , 

. . 
~ ...:... 

"....-v" for "1 cl,.,I 
..... eng .... . 

you with comforts to turn even the. 
lo!'gest journey into real pleasure. 
That's why we designed the Austin 1800 
Mark II just like a 1 st class jet . 
There's plenty of room. Room enoullh 
for 5 full -size Aus-
trallans to stretch 
out and be really 
comfortable. 

And the seats. They're deep and soft 
to give you the sort of comfort to remind If you want. the .... a will 

you of a favourite arm-chair. lay balck to become a bed . 

You have your own per
.onll 0001 air y,"" and 
In wlnta' I powerfUl 
h .. l .... 

And they 're fully adjustable even to the 
point of lying right back to become a bed . 

And just Ii~e a jet we give you the 
luxury feeling of carpets, and at your 
fingertips special air "ents you adjust to 
direct cool air wherever you want (And 
in winter the warmth of a powerful 
heater) . 

And as if the comforts of a 1st class jet weren' t enough we 've 
added a few 1 st class touches of our own. 
Like the convenience of a cigarette lighter, and the good looks 

'.t cl... comfort . 1 •• 
cl ••• perform.nc. aecond 
plac. outright In the 
London I Iydnay M.r. · 
thon . S~nd place ... m • . 

of a dash padded in black vinyl, and 
panelled in walnut . 
And 1 st class performance. 
The sort of pertormance and rugged 
strength that took second place outright 
in the gruelling London to Sydney 
Marathon. And outright first place in the 
recent Southern Cross International 
Rally, and the rugged Snowy Rally. 

Take a test drive of the new Austin 1800 Mark II soon. You'll 
be surprised how little true 1 st class travel can cost. 

AUSTIN 1800 M~.!.'~~UALOR AUTOMATIC 

1st CLASS TRAVEL PRICED FROM-$2,560 (lnc.taxl 

I[;~ aRITISH LE YLAND MOTOR CORPORATION OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
Au slln Morris DIVISion 

ILZ379 

. WHEELS, Moy, 1970 8~ 

"'~ 



Austin 1800 seats and their uses elsewhere. 

In a recent newsletter, Herb wrote that very often 1800s are to be found in 
wrecking yards without their seats and assumes that they must have fomd 
alternative uses. 

One of their alternative locations (still the same use) is the post war Riley 2'h 
litre Roadster. I had one of these cars from 1972 up until 2004; it was 
originally filled with an extremely uncomfortable bench seat. but a friend of 
mine with a similar car in Sydney suggested using the 1800's seals. as 1hey 
were just the right width and height to go into the Riley. Riley saloon seats 
were too high and too rare. 

I acquired a pair from a mate who was wrecking an 1800 in 1992 and had 
them re-upholstered in cream leather (the Roadster was dark blue wiIh aeam 
upholstefy and hood) and with 1he same number of plea1s as a Riley saloon 

. .../ 

bucket seat I drove the car from Perth to Alice Springs and back in 2000 for r-' 

a national raHy and was most impressed with the seats; they were beautifully 
comfortable and, even after driving all day, you didn't feel thoroughly 
knackered at the end as was 1he case with the wretched bench seat The fact 
that the seats could recline as well was much appreciated by driver and 
passenger. Below is a photo eX the Austin seats in the Riley. 

Peter Hocking, Perth 



AUSTIN'S OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 COMMmEE 

REPRESENTING AUSTIN MOTOR VEHICLE CLUB OF WA. 

Chairman: 
Organising 
Committee: 
Secretary: 

Athol Gom (08) 9276 9235 

Fred Singleton (08) 9622 1192 
Ken Devine (08) 9390 5310 

COME WEST IN 2009 

The AUSTIN'S OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 COMMITTEE, representing the 
Austin Motor Vehicle Club of W.A. is conducting Austin's Over Australia in 
2009. 

Preliminary plans are already in place. The main registration area is in 
Forrestfield approximately 10km from the City. This is a very central location 
with a major International Caravan/Tourist Park 500 metres away and a 
major Recreational Centre, and a large motel 2km away. Also for those who 
wish to have their cars transported by truck or train the Transport Terminal is 
lkm away. 

Some excellent events have been planned with a day at Whiteman Park in the 
Swan Valley which houses the State's major Motor Museum, and hopefully 
the main Sunday Display at Fremantle the port city for W.A. and its many 
historical attractions. 

We promise you an exciting event showing off Western Australia's tourist 
attractions together with a Austin's Over Australia event you will not forget. 

Ken and Diana Devine and Brian Knowles are attending Canberra A.O.A. and 
will be happy to answer any questions, and will also be displaying some of the 
locations. 



Sales 
1800 68 mk 1 Kelp beigel beige no reg always garaged Man York Peninsula, 
S.A. 088 852 1096 offers 

1970 mk 11 man 106,000 miles 3 owners E.C. $1500 0732838104 

1968 mk 1 % Greenl green heaps of sparesfreenbie 0398990322 

G'day Daryl 
Think this should have been sent to you 
Patrick 
----- Original Mess~ge -----
From: "Tony Pearson" <pearson.t@optusnet.com.au> 
To: <farwar@ozemaiLcom.au> 
Sent: Sunday, March 25, 2007 4:26 PM 
Subject: Free 1800 

> Hello there, 
> 
> I have owned two Austin 1800's over the last 20 years. My current car, an 
> automatic MkI has just broken down with a horrible noise in the diff. I 
> could probably repair it with my stock of spares, but I am getting a 
little 
> old and easily frustrated. I also have a reconditioned manual engine and 
> another automatic engine in poor condition. Would anyone like the car or 
any 
> other spare parts for free? I live in Caringbah NSW. 
> 
> Yours faithfully, 
> 
> Tony Pearson 
> 

FOR THE LATEST 
ON PARTS 

AVAILABI LITY 
CONTACT CLUB 

SPARES SECRETARY 
TonyVVood 

3 I All Hallows Road. Bispham. 
Blackpool FY2 OAS 

Telephone: 0 1253 352 730 

Tony has new blinker stalks at a reasonable price, but sti II does not have the 
internet on 

11 .... ) 
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Peter Jones 
4 Yarandin Court 
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New members 

Terry Conner 49 Minchinbury Terrace, Eschol Park 2558 

Tassos Sarimichael 13 Goodwin Street, Preston West 3071 
Mk1 

Application to Join Landcrab Club Of Australia 

Name: Lachlan Story 
Address: 1704 Henty Highway, Mockinya Victoria 
Phone: H 03 53837507 M: 0429837507 
Email theboopy@bordemet.com.au 

Vehicle: 1968 1800 Ute White. It has had the body 
completely rebuilt and painted. Engine and Gear box are in 
good original order but the interior in is need of 
refurbishment. I have only recently bought this vehicle 
although I have been looking for a good one for some time. 
I also own a 68 Sedan that is not going. 

Other cars in my stable are and Austin A40 Tourer 1063 
Austin 'Fire Appliance, 3 Landrovers 2 Minis and a Moke. 

Could you also please send me copies of BMC 1800, 
B~yond the Workshop and BMC Service Bulletins. I am 
happy to receive my newsletter via email -



Regards 

Lockie 

By the editor 
I have had a couple of interesting experiences recently which are relayed in the hope 
that somebody else may benefit from my experience. 

1 Had put in a 60 hour week a while ago- my job is physically demanding- and just 
before knock off time, something went bang in my stomach muscles. Fearing a hernia, I 
was simply too scared to visit a GP. Anyway were on holidays soon after and my 
stomach muscles just got worse! 

In desperation, I sought a medical opinion. However, next to the GP at this beach resort 
was an alternative mob that seemed to do lots go things. On a wim, I ventured in and 
explained the problem 

The practitioner or what ever he was said my ribs were displaced and that was the 
problem. What a load of rubbish I thought and would have bolted back to the street 



Except my clothes were on the floor! 

Anyway, he pushed, prodded and clunked for the next hour- took $60-00 off me and said 
I was better 

Amazingly, he was right!! 

2 Soon after that, and back home again and even worst, back at work, I did my back in -
the base of it to be precise. Went to an Osteopath near here, who had helped me once 
before. Made it worse. Tried another one, who was no better. Then a Physio who was 
so dumb that he made the Osteo's looks smart. 

Then a Chiropractor. Or would have but he want $700 in advance for 10 treatments of 5 
minutes!! 

Was recommended to a remedial masseur who said my back was fine. What a dork I 
thought... He said I had very tight hamstrings- I run a lot- which were pulling on my back 
and causing the pain. While he was working on me, I was trying to figure out where to 
go next!!! 

Very carefully and slowly got off his massage table and discovered to my amazement 
that he was right !! 

On to more interesting things- if one compares the performance of both the 1800 Sand 
the mk 11 Kimberley, both featured this edition - we may see why the S did not come 
here. It would have embarrassed the Kimberley 

Last but not least- Club fees became due 30/6. Money up or shut 
upll! 

FATHER O'MALLEY. 

An Irish priest was transferred to a parish in country Western Austra
lia. Father O'Malley rose from his bed, it was a fine spring day in his 
new town parish. He walked to the window of his bedroom to get a 
deep breath of beautiful country air. 
He then noticed there was a dead jackass lying in the middle of his 
front lawn. He promptly called the local police station. 
The. conversation went like this: 
"Good mo:~g this is Sergent Jones. How might I help you?" 
"And:tl)e b:e~t-ofthe eayte yerself. This is Father O'Malley at St. Bri
gj:ds. There is, a dead Jaekass on my front lawn .. Would ye be so. md 
as to send:a,couplefJ' yer lads over to take care d\f the·matter}' 
Sergent Jones, considetinghimself to be quite; a wit replied with a 
smirk, "Well now Father, it was always my impression that you peo
ple took care of the last rites!" 
There was dead silence on the phone line for a long moment. Father 
O'Malley then replied: "Aye, tis certaihly true, but we are also obliged 
to notify the next of kin." 



Motor Brief Test No 12/69. Morris 1800S 

... w, ..• . w ••• " w .. _-J 

t 
Uprated spaciousness 

~ _____ J Morris 1800 uprated with MGB cylinder head and camshaft; 
larger front discs, too; useful performance increase for modest 
extra cost; light and easy to drive with power steering; 
a pleasant and quick family hold-all. 

FOLLOWING its announcement in October 1964, the nMe 
1800 made a slow sales start with a few teething troubles, a 
rather cumbrous driveability and a shape that not everyone 
could love, but the subtle changes it has undergone since have 
transformed it from a rather ponderous workhorse into a 
steeplechaser with a corresponding improvement in looks. 

Since the first model the engine has been uprated to 86-1-
b.h .p., and now the adoption of the 95t b.h.p. MGB unit for the 
Morris 18005 has added a lIseful turn of performance to a car 
who~ fivNeater bulk is naturally rather resistive to accelera· 
tion. A further variant on the BMC theme of "compact space," it 
still takes five adults very comfOrlably with much more rear leg 
room than in almost any other family saloon- aparl from it< 
3-litre cousin or a Phantom Six Rolls- but in standllrd form it 

PRICE : £826 plu. £254 7. 8d. equal. £1.079 7. 6d. Pow .... 
steering £42 2. 1d. extra inc. tax. Total as t"sted £1121 9. 7d. 

Insurance : ADA Group raling J : LloVd 's Group 4 
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still feels large to drive around town and park. 
The 1800 has always had very good roadholding, but at low 

speeds the steering was far too heavy despite being low geared. 
Our test car was filled with the optional power steering which. 
as wdl as usefully reducing the steering effon, makes the car 
much nimbler through traffic, an impression emphasized by the 
upraled engine. When the car arrived on test with 2,000 miles on 
the clock the g~archange WBS far too sliIT and nOlchy, os if the 
cable selectors were adding to the required initial threshold 
pressure, but that freed off and all the controls were ideally 
weighted for minimum effort-too light for many. But it 
certainly made the 1800 popular with those who wanted to 
borrow a quick comfortable Car to gel safely through bad 
conditions, because the traction is extremely good in icc and 
snow. 

On the open road, the extra 10 b.h.p. does not make the car 
seem much faster than before. partly because its new power is 
not accompanied by any loss of torque--£ather, an increase at 
the same revs- so there is no need for extra gearchanging. After 
8 time you begin to notice Ihe exIra f .. edom for quick safe 
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Morris 18005 concinued 

overtaking wilh a lillk more speed available in the gears, and 
finally Ihe figures confirm thai Ihe car really is a bil fasler: lOp 
speed is up by a prediclable 5 m.p.h. or so lind the 0 - 50 m.p.h. 
time is reduced from 10.9 s. 10 9.4 5., now Ihe same as Ihe Vic lor 
2000. 

Since Ihe 1800S achieved 100 m.p.h . on Ihe faslest quaner al 
MIRA, il would lake very lillie engine work 10 make it into a 
genuine 100 m.p .h. car and il cenainly feels as unfussed and as 
slable as ever al Ihal speed; Ihere was a lillie wind noise bUI the 
engine was well subdued. 

This eXira perfonnance is achieved al II,e expense of very lillie 
eXira lhirst. The touring fuel consumplion is fractionally heavier 
for a slighaly higher compuled speed and our overall con
sumplion was ralher beller than wilh Ihe single carbureller 

Performance 

, Maximum .peed m.p.h . I. Aooelo,.atlol\ &"C. 

unil, . . Ihough . Ihis . was r~all~. due 10 Ihe prevailing wealher 
condillOns which diclaled crulsmg speeds ralher lower Ihan our 
nonnal. One driver relUrned 26 m.p_g. over a long run, while 
IWO olhers commullng .10 homes around London achieved only 
IS m.p .g .~ur ovcrailis a mean 22.6 m.p.g. Wilh ils lOt-galion 
lank the car can cover 200 nules bel ween refuelling-250 if you 
lake il easy. 

The exceptionally slippery conditions during our leSI lime 
with Ihe lSOO showed Ihal the power steering syslem can'l 
provide a warning when Ihe front wheels are aboulia lose 
~dhesion : During. fast cornering the steering would somelimes go 
light as If adheSion had b«n lost (bul II hadn'l), and al times 
when it was palently very close to the limil Ihere was no 
indica lion of il through the sleering. So if you Opl for the 
advantages of Iighlweight steering you have 10 sacrifice the 
ability to delccl-by feel at any rale---ihat the surface is 
slippery. The unpowered system provides good feel. Mosl of Ihe 
time this is unimportant, as the 1800 has particularly good 

,·~--.. t-----·I"--"""I---~~--4---~ 

Perform~nce telts clrried out by Motor's siaft at 
1he Malar Indurury Research Association proving 
ground. lindley. 

Test DllIB: World copyright (BS~fVed: no unauthor· 
;ssd reproduction ;n whole or in p~n. 

Condition a 
W.,athor : Dry light winds to 5 mph. 
Temperature : 36° f _ 
8a,ometer 29.l8 - 29 .42in . Hg. 
Surface : Ory concrete and tarmacadam. 
Fuel : Premium 98 -oclane tRMI 4 -Slar rating. 

Maximum apeecla 
m.p .h. k.p.h. 

M.an lap banked circuit 97.6 157 
Best one ·way I -mile 100.0 161 
lrd ge.r } 76 122 
2nd gear at 5 .800 r.p.m. 51 82 
lot ge.r 32 52 
" Maximile" speed : (Timed qUlner mile after' mile 
accelerCll ino from rest) 
Mean 94.6 
Best 95.3 

Acceleration tlmea 
mp.h . 

030 
0 ·40 
0 ·50 
0 ·60 
0 · 70 
0 ·80 
0 ·90 
Standing quarter mile 

m.p.h. 
10·30 
20 ·40 

Top 
... c. 

112 

. tIC . 
4.3 
6 .4 
9.4 

13.0 
17.9 
26.2 
40.3 

19. 1 
lrd 

sec . 
7.8 
7.2 

30-50 10.4 7.2 
40-60 10.7 7.4 
50-70 12.1 &.& 
60-80 16.l 
70-90 2l.7 

Fuel c:onaumpdon 
Touring (consumption midwlY between 30 m.p.h. 
and mal(imum leu 5% allowance fof 
accelerationl 25.& m.p.g. 
Overall 22.6 m.p.g. 

I ~ 12 .5IitreollOO1<m) 
TOlal test d i5tance 1 .984 mile. 

Speedometer 
Indicated 10 20 lO 40 50 60 70 &0 90 
Truo 10 19 27140 50 60 70 81 91 
Distance recorder accurate 
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Specification 

Engine 
Bklc.k mlleri .. 
Head ml'erial 
Cylindlrl 
Cooling 'yltem 
BolO Ind SHake 
Cubic ~.p,city 
M~in b •• flngS 
V,llIes 
Complewon rll'o 
C.rbure uI " 
FUll pump 
Oil filter . 
Vah.limlng : 

inle, open' 
ioltl closal 
elthlull op.ns 
e.n'ull ~Io .. , 

Mill. pow" (n, d 
M ••. lo,quI (nell 

80.2Smm. 

Tr.namiaalon 
Clutch . 
Inlemll gearbox ,"iol 
Tog gil' 
3,d gear 
2nd gil, 
ht g •• r 
Aev"N 
Synchromesh 
Final drive ,rype and , .. Iio) 
M.p .h . I I 1.000 I.p.m . in :
Top g ... , 
l,dg .. , 
2nd go., 
III gea, 

Br8ke. 
Typo 
O;menltons 
Friction areas : 

. . Cut iron 
C .. I iron 

FOUl 
Wate' with ~ Io .. d c:itc:uil 

(3 . I Gin.! X 89mm. '3. Sin,,! 
1.798cc. (109.75 cu. in.J 

f ill' 
PUltu od o.h.v. 

9 .5:. 
Twin HS e SlJ 

SU allcui< 
Te~".mj 

16 °bld< 
56 O~bdt 
51 ' bbd, 
21 ~ . ,d( 

95.5 b .h .p . II 5.100 r.p m 
I06Ib.h . 111.000 t .p m . 

Bin. dia I CI p . 

,00 
, 38 
2.06 
3.29 
3 .01 

On III forw.rd ,,1K,. 
H.li~1 apw 3 88 : I 

,8 t 
I]. , 

8.e 
5 ! 

. . Gi,ling d isc/drul1 
9 7in . discs . g in. drun 

F,on l. 21 6 aq.in of lin"'g opauling on 19! 
SCI in. otdi lC 

Ru, : 60.6 54.in. ot lining operaung Of 91 
iq.in . of drum 



roadholding and responds wdl to being thrown around like a 
Mini . 

A further criticism, aggravated by the cold conditions, was of 
the oversimplified heater controls: it seems a pity that to 
distribute heat between screen and interior you need to have the 
fan on, or aiternativdy that you can't ha ve the fan boosting 
solely to Ihe screen. The OUlput isn ' t very gre., either, though 
the fresh air vents are splendid. Curiously, the horn sounds 
much luuder wht:n the driver's fresh air nap is opcn. In mn~1 
respects it is a well planned, comfortable interior, whether you 
are driving or passongering, and there's plenty of luggage space 
in the boot . 

To get a 14% improvement in acceleration (0-50 m.p.h .) and a 
5 m.p.h. inc .. ase in 101' speed-not to mention the disc bra):e, 
thrown in as well-for £58 seems to us good value by go-faster 
conversion standards. The car is still no fireball express but, as a 
capacious five-sealer lhal does almost 100 m.p.h., it has very few 
rivals at the price. We all enjoyed driving it. 
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Tht: swirchgt:ar is s lll1 D long Wely (rom (he driller on the distant faciOJ. 
Therll ;s • cubby on sach side. 

R o nm for an arn,y-- almost . 
.4 long. w idt: cllbin gives ' 
I' /t'n(y of I t!gt oom lOr fIVe ta l} 
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MG 8 head give tillS 1800 ifn 
extra 10 b.h. p. and a rop speed 
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HOME AGAIN and AN UNUSUAL STICKER 

"' By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

My wife and I have just returned from a seven week trip around the world, visiting seven 
countries: South Africa, England, France, The Netherlands, Germany, the U.S.A. and Fiji. You 
sure learn a lot by doing a trip like this. 

IIi this article, I will concentrate on two matters which arose from the trip. Here is the first. 

Part A Home Again 
Note: I have done a lot of re-writes of this section, as I do not want to offend anyone who lives 
in another country. Certainly every country has much to love, but every time I come back to 
Australia (this is my fourth time), there comes a feeling that yes, for me, Australia is a very 
special place. You can easily skip this section if you are not into loyalty to Australia. Here goes. 

Here is what I did. Maybe you would like to join me. For those of you with a pet kangaroo or 
koala bear, you could put it nearby. I went to my Austin 1800, put an Australian flag where it is 
highly visible, stood beside the vehicle, put my right hand over my heart, and my left hand onto 
the car (as shown in the photo), and said: 

I am an Australian. 
I am proud to be an 

Australian. 
We are one but we are 

many. 
I am proud to be 

associated with the 
Australian vehicle 
industry, and to own 
and drive an Austin 
1800 which was made 
in our country. 

I am a member ofLOCA! 

That bit of patriotic zeal comes after returning to Australia after seeing many other countries! 
Just in case any of you think this is a bit over the top, I think you should go overseas and I would 
be very surprised if you do not come back and think about Australia as I do. 

So what is LOeA? It stands for Landcrab Owners Club of Australia. It is the shortened name 
(acronym) often used for the club that produces the magazine which you are now reading, 
although the name used on the front cover is slightly different. Maybe there is a reason for this. 
That brings me to the second matter 

Part B An Unusual Sticker 
It all started one day when I was looking at a sticker on the rear window of a Mk I sedan I bought 
a few months ago. I have reproduced the sticker on the next page. 



The sticker is on the rear window of a beige 
Mark 1 auto sedan. It was very difficult to get 
a good photo of the sticker, so I used a pen to 
show the wording more clearly. Just in case you 
can't read the lettering, it is 

Austin Morris BMC LANDCRAB 
1800-2200 Owners Club 1964-1976 

INTERNATIONAL 
WOLSELEY 

PO Box No 218, Cardiff CF39BZ 
The pretty fancy artwork of a crab should be visible. 

,,{ 
-~t" 

P.o. Sox No. 21', Cardiff OA 9H% "1 

Now, the question arises as to the origin and history of this sticker. No doubt some readers 
would know what it is all about, but I did not know, so had to have a guess. It seemed to me that 
someone in Cardiff, Wales, decided to form a club for owners of the vehicles known as 
Landcrabs. That would include all the Austin 1800s we have in Australia, and also the slightly 
different Morris 1800s and Wolseley 18/85 range which were available in the UK The "2200" 
refers to the optional 2.2L engine available in the U.K. The dates "1964-1976" would be the 
inclusive range of years of the Landcrab manufacture in the U.K. The word 
"INTERNATIONAL" has nothing to do with the U.S. vehicle manufacturer of this name, but 
would refer to the nature of the club, showing that owners from around the world could join. I 
wonder why "WOLSELEY" is in upper case, whereas the other names, "Austin" and "Morris" 
are not. Maybe the designer of the badge had a Wolseley, and/or maybe it was regarded a bit 
special compared to the others. 

I do know a little of the history of my beige car. It was first sold to a Mr Dow on 14th June 1968. 
He was a dentist who lived and worked at Chiltern in north eastern Victoria. He sold the car in 
1972, and it then had three more owners before I got hold of it. 

From all evidence, all of these owners were meticulous, very proud of their vehicles, keeping 
them out of the sun and rain whenever possible. This particular car was at the Wangaratta AOA, r-
so some readers may have seen it there. Sadly, in the last three years before I bought it, it was a 
part of a deceased estate, and left in the weather. I could not bear to see it deteriorating, so 
bought it. The interior is still very close to "as new" so it is worthy of keeping under cover 
where it is now. 

Back to the original owner. Mr Dow may well have had money to spend on his special car, and 
could have had friends or relatives overseas. It would fit in well with his character that he would 
feel inclined to join an overseas car club to receive their newsletters. So he joined the club 
known as LOCI, which is the acronym for Landcrab Owners Club International. Knowing how 
clubs come and go, I thought that such a club would do well to survive for a few years, then 
become extinct. 

But I was very wrong! 

I made a few enquiries, had a look on the Internet, and have now found out that LOCI is a 
thriving club, with hundreds of members from allover the world, and is based in the U.K. It was 
established in 1988 by the founder Bill Fraser, who lives in Cardiff. He owns a 1970 Wolseley 
18/85. The club produces a magazine (typically 24 pages A5 size) four times a year, and has an 
Internet site (www.landcrab.net) for all t~ look at. The club currently has regional meetings in 
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four areas (there were more in the past) . .K. The members seem-tp. displaying their 
vehicles and rallying, so there are club events every year. There i8. al.~· a .ve 

I'"""' parts system for members. Au . ians are eligible to join and participatern the_ 
of our LOCA club members. ' .' ili~ady members, and if you wan(to join th .:~~ .. > .: : . 

for guidance on how to j~~'~: _~.: as in th{U.K.., I:il1ad~:..~n~::~f 7:!t ·:·c~ . . ;. ·.r'· 'LOG) 

member, Ken. Green, wj~!~W~ .:~ .· _:~~; ... ~b~~. · H~-droye)~;~~~~!l, , ~~re!-l:ti.~oo, .~fl 

~:e:::~;~2~~:;;f;:J~~~;~# 
~~~c:;;~l.8o:~~.:u~~cation~~;~~lomg ;=un"::df~~.<'~;O:~ 

... me, as Its members are en~tIc and 6OIl1!!!!tted fo .contmu~ to us~, and 1 . . ~l!Je'stonng 
.- ' .' . .: . ./' -.-. _ . - ..., ~ . . , .' '" r;..· .. m?re, Lan4CFaOs. // .. ' 1 ./ ,· '''-- . ' jr:/ . 

" ,;. • ~"':. . ... J ) . : .~:;: _ J,....... . (,,,/" ... / 

.. ~\~o~·;fuit·~B~t~th the s~~~gtli~ be a ~e~~:.!.,*{·?CI as .~_e.ll~/ LOCA. I am now. 
: " . '~::;''':~",,' '''- '~ . .' ,; _.... . ' .' .. " 

<p:~~~~~: interesting tQai' in pre-release.)nerature fo(the .1 0, the BMC stated that " .. .it is 
1W.iI&i¥~·~ii:: __ . _ odeE~silt be obs~;l~-e --ev~.~·'~Jo ye ' time and the life for any given car 
sli~iiot:~~tb~:J5Q~~~~les ..... ~,:;o.*fiJhs . w 33 years further down the track, and I, 

1'"""'. for O'n~~ ~~-~@t~!i9!l:~d suffe~ ;-1lR: :~~,~~ssment when parking anyone of my 1966 

~~~:~~~~fJ;.~;Jf~~ ! ~~~:"::~~y~~t~e:e~ C =~ 
1800 looks better and s~~y '5f"~ other vehicles parked nearby. And, I would not 
swap cars with anyone, even the fan2); =new ones, because of the 1800's longevity, mechanical 
simplicity, strength, interior space, and lack to plastic, to name a few features I like a lot. 

*The present LOCI logo is slightly different, and is reproduced at the right. 

* * Issued as part of Press Information by BMC, Birmingham 13th October 1964 

Austins Over Australia 2007 at Canberra. 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 
It was a real thrill to see a record number of fifteen Austin 1800s at the Canberra AOA which 
was held over the Easter weekend this year. Of these, eight were Mark I and seven Mark II 
There were also two Kimberleys and one Tasman, our close relatives. Altogether, there were 170 
Austins there, (the oldest a 1912 12 HP tourer, and the youngest a 1972 Morris Marina coupe. 
Austins came from every state in Australia, and one from New Zealand. This was my fourth 
AOA, and, as usual, this one was well worth attending. 

Photo showingfour Mark 1 1800s at the AOA in Canberra. A stunning sight indeed! A Tasman 
also wanted to be with the stren~th 
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I had to leave early to catch a plane in Melbourne on Monday morning, so missed a lot of the 
action. However, I had a good yarn with other Crab enthusiasts, and did receive the Rally Pack, 
which contained the usual goodies, including a Rally Badge and a well produced book which 
had photos and stories of all the entrants. Reports from other entrants tell of successful tours in 
the Canberra area or to Goulburn on Saturday, with the gala dinner in the evening, a colourful 
static display in perfect weather in front of the Old Parliament House on Sunday, and a well 
organised run to Cooma on Monday. 

The nextAOA 
You would know that the next AOA is in Perth over the Easter weekend in 2009. The 
Organising Committee has already booked the venue and is asking for us to express interest in 
attending. Certainly, I hope to be there, seeing many of you on the road or in Perth. Hopefully, 
we can get more· than 15 Crabs there, but this may depend somewhat on the number of W.A. 
entrants, if some eastern state owners do not feel up to doing the long trip. 

Restoration Hints 
1. We all know of the problems with Mark II door handles. One obvious solution 
has, as far as I am aware, not been mentioned. It is very simple to fit a Mark I door winding ~ 
mechanism to a Mark II vehicle. (The mechanism is known as a regulator.) I know, as I've done 
it, and the result is excellent. The chrome door winders look so much better than the flimsy 
plastic ones, and the problem of broken handles is gone for ever. The only part that needs to be 
changed is that large funny looking mechanism (the regulator) and the handle. After taking off 
all the door trim on the inside of the door, including the bits at the top by the sill, the only trick in 
getting the regulator out is to first remove the glass stop that the glass hits when it is at the 
bottom of its travel. The window is then wound right down , and the glass and support then 
leaves the regulator. The glass and its support are pulled out through the gap at the sill, the 
screws holding the regulator to the door (six in Mk II, seven in Mk I) are removed. The regulator 
is pulled out thrrough rear large opening. All this is clearly described and illustrated in the 
manuals. 
It is probably possible to change only the small round section that the handle is attached to, 
sometimes called the clutch, but I cannot see any point in doing this if the whole regulator is 
available. 

2. Are you sick of belting ball joint taper housings to 
get the ball joints off? Are you sick of having to replace 
perfectly good boots which are destroyed when using that wedge 
gadget to get the tapers unstuck? The solution is now at hand. 
Buy one Loctite Silver Grade Anti-Seize Stick, · and smear the 
tapers before assembly. All you need to do when next taking the 
taper off is give it a light tap. Also the boots remain in pristine 
condition. Magic! 

OR 

EN<o' wE 
OUT 

3. The lads in the workshop are evenly divided into 
two camps, whether it is better to take the engine 
out up or down. So far I have always used the up 
method, and will now try the down method. I'll let 
you know which camp I will then join. My 
workshop manuals all describe the up method, but 
the down method could well have a lot going for it, 
if there is an easy method of lifting the front of the 
vehicle quite high, as I have. 



, if! .. i 

I 
, I 
i I 

I 

i 
if i 
:1 : 
'i /' : . '~ 

1 

, , . 
! 

.: i ' 

.! . 

, , . , 
: :; 
! 
: 1 

.: t 

1 I . 

, . 
• ! . ' 

KIMBERLEY II 
, ' 



A better car than its predecessor, the Kimberley II has a lot going for it-including excellent 
space, comfort, ride, handling and an essentially practical nature. 

But, as the sales figures show, it still lacks the one thing that spells success-popularity. 
There was a little girl, with a nice little 

curl, 
Right in the middle of her forehead, 
And when she was good she was very, 

very good, 
But when she was bad she was horrid. 

IT WAS WHILE we were collecting our 
thoughts about the Austin Kimberley II 
that the old nursery rhyme came to 
mind. 

Recollection of the lines was 
prompted by our realisation that in 
many areas the Kimberley is a remark
ably good car which clearly equals, if 
not leads, its class competitors. 

Taking stock of the Kimberley's 
many commendable features, it's easy 
enough to decide the car deserves better 
than the token success it has achieved. 
There is a tangible first impression that 
the Kimberley must be generally under
rated by, and should be more popular 
with, the motoring public. 

Unfortunately. closer app_raisal re-

\ 

veals that the Kimberley trails disap
pointingly in many departments. Des
pite its assets, the Austin suffers telling 
problems and handicaps and these 
collectively help account for its weak 
sales. 

Make no mistake - the Kimberley is 
very good where it's good. Trouble is 
that there are also areas where it's 
markedly poor and unable to match its 
rivals. 

It's probably true that the Kim
berley/Tasman models, and the 1800 
before them, got off on the wrong foot 
by featuring front-wheel-drive instead of 
the conventional front-engine/rear-drive 
layout common to all the big selling 
family-size cars in this country. The P76 
is intended to cure that problem. 

Fw drive has some d isLincl ad· 
vantages over the conventional arrange
ment so far as efficient use of space is 
concerned. It offers a virtually flat 
floor, for example, and the transverse 
powerplant intrudes only minimally 

into the cabin. Thus the interior is 
re latively spacious. 

The extra room isn't an illusion. We 
ran a tape measure over the seats of the 
Kimberley and an HQ Holden. The 
Holden has several inches more shoulder 
width. 

But the Austin offers an extra inch ' 
of front seat legroom and a full three 
inches more legroom in back. 

(Continued on page 77) 

Above, left: Front of Mark II differs 
from previous model only in having a 
badge at the centre of the grille. 

A bove, top: Rear of Mark II is 
identified by the appropriate badge, 
matt black tail panel and new bumper 
with full-width rubber insert. 

A bove: Typical of the car as a whole, 
the instrument . panel though 
functional and not unattractive - isn't 
as professionally stylish as those of its 
Detroit·derived competitors. Brown 
paper versus crepe. 
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. AUSTIN'S ENIGMA Continued from page 49 

Actually the distance between the front seat backrest and 
rear seat cushion is virtually identical, but the Kimberley's rear 
cushion is 20 inches deep whereas the Holden's is only 17. 

The seats themselves are probably the best on any 
Australian sedan . The rear bench is simply sumptuous, 
comparable to any - regardless of price. The II's new reclini!1g 
front buckets (standard equipment) are also excellent and 
provide first class comfort and support alike. The head 
restraints aren't up to the same standard. They're a fair 
distance back from the occupant's head and, if raised to suit 
tall people, inevitably slip down to neck level when travelling 
rough roads. 

Same is true of the restraints on' the Tasman's front bench 
which is also a less comfortable seat due to a hard ridge across 
the top of the backrest. 

Rising from the floor between the Kimberley's buckets is a 
padded pedestal which serves as an armrest. It 's good for that 
purpose but tends to obstruct the gear lever in second and 
fourth while also making it difficult to find the loose inner 
ends of the seat belts. 

(' Though the seat;to-pedals relationship is fine, the general 
lriving position is not. The large flat steering wheel doesn't 
find much favor outside the ranks of ex-Mini owners. It is 
uncomfortably truck-like in size, position and effort required . 
You have to use your shoulders almost as much as your arms 
and must shuffle it round in short bites rather than turn it in 
smooth sweeps. . . 

Actually, the Kimberley's turning circle, turns lock to lock, 
and steering effort are on a par with those of rival 
conventional six-cylinder models but the wheel diameter and 
angle make it seem even less direct. 

The. dash panel remains as on the Mark I edition - a 
functional but ill·matched assortment of rounds, rectangles 
and squares. 

We thought a ventilation problem may have been peculiar 
to the test Kimberley - plenty of ail' from the driver's outlet 
and only a trickle from the passenger's. However, a Tasman we 
drove later also displayed the same disparity. 

Quality of the carpets and other trim materials has been 
further improved over the previous model and it is difficult to 
fault the interior's fit and finish. Even so, the cabin's 
furnishings and appointments still have a bitty appearance 
which lacks the style, integration and, well, pro,fessionalism of 
its Detroit-derived competitors. 

The bins in the front doors are a welcome carry-over from 
/""the Mark I. Same can't be said for the vague, notchy gearshift. 

. '-,ever travel measures almost nine inches at the knob between 
the planes of first and third to second and fourth . The knob's 
lock -nut is irritating when shifting into reverse. 

Performance is a questionable factor with the Tasman and 
Kimberley because there's seemingly quite a lot of variation 
between engines. We initially drove a Kimberley II which 
boasted a really crisp and impressive engine . Unfortunately , we 
were unable to check that particular cal' against the watches 
due to conflicting deadlines, and had to settle for another 
which felt less lively. 

The performance checks confirmed it was no fireba lL 
Leyland has given the Kimberley II the same single-carb engine 
as the Tasman, meaning it gives away 13 bhp and two lb/ft 
torque over the Mk I. The single-carb engine has been adopted 
by the Kimberley not so much for economic reasons, Leyland 
says, as to reduce servicing/tuning requirements and improve 
flexibility. 

While accepting that one carburettor is easier to mainta in 
than two, the performance figures don't substantiate the 
improved-flexibility claim. Compared to the twin·carb 
Kimberley we tested in February 1971. the latest edition is 
quicker to 40 mph from rest , but slower everywhere else -
accelerating through the gears and in them. There is 0.2 sec 
difference over the standing quarter mile . 

Admittedly the figures, on paper, tend to be unfair to the 
~KimberJey when compared to the quicker times achieved over 

the equivalent acceleration brackets by the more powerful 
Holden, Falcon . and Valiant models. In practice , under 
ordinary give and take cruising conditions, there would be 
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little between them for the Kimberley - on radials - can give 
a very good account of itself from point to point. . 

I~ ~ets round corners as though on the proverbial rails, with 
a rrul1lmum of drama providing the turns are not so tight as to 
need a lot of steering lock to be wound on. In that event the 
driver has to work fairly actively, shuffling the awkward wheel 
round as required. 
. Considerable understeer occurs when cornering hard, but it 
IS not as pronounced or irrevocably stubborn as on the, say, 
HQ Holden. Though the Kimberley's front-end always feels 
and is, predominantly heavy its understeer can be adjusted t~ 
some extent with the throttle; easing off on the pedal to tuck 
the nose deeper into the corner. . 

The overall high calibre of the handling is matched by the 
excellent standard of roadholding - again with the 
qualification that radial ply tyres are fitted . The handling and 
roadholding are not nearly so competent when the car is shod 
with crossply tyres . It then becomes discernibly less precise 
and predictable, while its feel and the limits of adhesion are 
a ppreciably lowered. 

rhough satisfactory with crossplies, the ride too is 
enhanced by radials. Under most ·conditions the Kimberley 
p.ossesses a much better ride than its conventionally-sprung 
rivals .. The old. catch-cry . about floating-on-fluid really rings 
true With the big Austin. . . 

The suspension has shortcoming~ in two areas. Should the 
front and rear wheels simultaneously and heavily strike large 
bumps or deep potholes, a sharp shock is sent through the car 
because of confliction between the suspension at the 
respective ends. Both sets of wheels are punched upwards, and 
the body with them. 

Conversely, suspension reaction exaggerates the nose-dive 
during hard braking. As the front-end dives due to weight 
transfer, so the fluid system pushes the tail up in direct 
proportion. 

At the other extreme, a very heavy load in the superbly 
capacious boot will caUSe the tail to droop and ~he nose to lift. 

Nose-dive apart, the brakes are very good indeed on sealed 
surfaces pulling the cal' up straight and true . The 
pressure-limiting valve for the rear hydraulic circuit does its 
thing as it should and prevents rear-wheel lock-up during hard 
stops even when there are no rear passengers or luggage . But 
the system is less than ideal on gravel roads for the front 
brakes are then susceptible to locking. 

On rough roads in general and average dirt routes in 
particular, the Kimberley surpasses its conventional rivals for 
comfort a nd fide. It also seems quieter in the body and - on 
rad ia ls - the suspension is inaudible except when working very 
hard over broken surfaces. 

Lack of wind and mechanical noise is conducive to the 
effortless brisk cruising speeds of which the Kimberley is 
capable of susta ining as long as you like, but we found a 
persistent frizzle from the ha ndbrake lever wearisome. 

It was with mixed feelings that we completed our test of 
the Kimberley II. By average standards it's an excellent car -
even an outstanding one - in many of the ways that count. It 
boasts a full share of practical, sensible features and endearing 
characteristics. And there are several areas in which it clearly 
,hades the oppo,ition. 

And yet . . . * 

Incredibly a«U'ate I , 8 "ale kit 20" long mod.1 by POCHER 

togoihiu with the 
totes. masterpiece from POCHER , a 1931 
Alfa Spider Gran Sport, with leather up~ 
hols'ery, are now available after a long 
delay in supplies, due to D d isastrous 

1931 AlFA ROMEO 8t 
2300 "MONIA" 

nre at the POCHER factory . These models ara the world', flnest kits and 
repre!aent 01 leos' 200~300 hour,' work per model , containing 1452 and 1954 
ports respectively. The models screw and bolt together and follow the original 
'adolY plans. The prices are $90 for the Monzo and $125 for the Spider 
plul $2 P. and P. per model. Send 3Sc for our iIIultroted catalogue con
taining hundreds of cor and motor bike models ronging In price from 
40, to $150. 
REPLICARS-DAVIS AVE., SOUTH YARRA, VIC. 3141. Phone 266586 
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AUSTIN KIMBERLEY 

MAKE ... . 
MODEL .. . 
BODY TYPE 
PRICE .... 
OPTIONS .. 
COLOR . .. 
MILEAGE START 
MILEAGE FINISH 
WEIGHT ..... .. . . 
FUEL CONSUMPTION: 
Overall . ... . .. . 
Cruising ....... . 
TEST CONDITIONS: 
Weather .. . . . 
Surface . . .. . 
Load .. . . 
Fuel ...... . . 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR: 
I ndicated mph 
Actual mph 

30 
30 

40 
40 

. .. AUSTIN 
KIMBERLEY 
. .. .. Sedan 

. ....... $3166 
.Radial ply tyres, radio 

......... . ... Brown 

. . ... . .... . .. . 6791 
· ......... . . 7142 
· •.. 26131b (1185 kg) 

· .... (7.1 kpl) 20 mpg 
. (7 .8·8.8 kpl) 22·25 mpg 

50 
50 

........ . . . Fine 
.CasthmH1gh Drllg Strip 

. two persons 
. Super 

60 
59 

70 
68 

80 
78 

PER FORMANCE 

Piston speed at max bhp .... . ... (857.5 m/min) 2933 ftlmin 
Top gear mph per 1000 rpm . ...... . . 16.9 
Engine rpm at max speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' ...... . 5650 
Lbs (laden) per gross bhp (power-to-weight) ......... 25.6 
MAXIMUM SPEEDS: 
Fastest run .......... . ... . 
Average of al l runs . . .... . ... . 
Speedometer indication. fastest run 
IN GEARS: 
1 st . 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

. (152 kph) 95 mph 
(151 kph) 94 mph 

. . ..... (160 kph) 99 mph 

. 35 mph (56 kph) (7000 rpm) 

. 53 mph (85 kph) (6550 rpm) 

.78 mph (125 kph) (6450 rpm) 

.95 mph (152 kph) (5650 rpm) 

~ 
./ 

V ~ 3rd 7BrPh 

70 

.,/ :i STANI'NG l' jlLE 19'r 

50 

40 

J 30 

/ 20 

10 / 

II 
0 ... 
MPH 

l~nd53mph A~STIN KIIMBERL~Y 

/ 
~1st35 mph 

TOP SPEED 
94 mph 

ACCELERATION THROUGH 
GEARS WITH CHANGE 

POINTS 

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 

~ELAPSED TIME IN SECONDS 
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ACCELERATION (through gears): 
0 ·30 mph · .4.2 sec 
0 ·40 mph 
0·50 mph 
0·60 mph 
0·70 mph 
0·80 mph 

20-40 mph 
30·50 mph 
40-60 mph 
50-70 mph 

2nd gear 
4.7 sec 
5.4 sec 

3rd gear 
6.7 sec 
6 .8 sec 
7.6 sec 
9.6 sec 

· .6.8 sec 
. 10.2 sec 
· 15.5 sec 
.21.3 sec 

60-80 mph . . 

. 30.4 sec 
4th gear 

9.8 sec 
9.8 sec 

10.2 sec 
11.4 sec 
14.3 se 

STANDING QUARTER MILE: 
Fastest rlln 
Averuge all runs . 
BRAKING: 
From 60 mph to 0 

ENGINE: 
Cylinders 
Bore and stroke . 
Cubic capacity .. 
Compression ratio 
Valves . . . 
Carburettor . 
Fuel pump 
Oil filter 
Power at rpm 
Torque at rpm 
TRANSMISSION: 
Type .. . .... . 
Clutch ..... . . 
Gear lever location 
RATIOS: 

1 st . 
2nd 
3rd . 
4th. . . . . . . 
Final drive 4.187:1 

· 19.b . <'r. 
. 19.7 sec 

· .3.1 sec 

SPECIFICATIONS 

. . . . . . . . . . . si x in line, transverse 

. 76.24 mm (3.00 in.) x 81.28 (3 .20 in.) 
.2227 cc (135.9 cu in.) 

gearbox 
3.319 
2.063 
1.388 
1.00 

.8.6 to 1 
· .... ohc 
· . single SU 
· mechanical 

. .. . . .. full flow 
. .. 102 bhp at 5500 rpm 

(16 kg/m) 116 Ib/ft at 3500 rpm 

overall 
13.783 
8.627 
5.794 
4.187 

manual, all synchro 
. . . single dry plate 
. . . . . . . . floor 

mph per 
1000 rpm 

5.0 
8.1 

12 .1 
16.9 

(kph) 
( 8) 
(pi 
( 
(:"'/ 

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR : 
Construction . . 
Suspension front 
Suspension rear 
Shock absorbers 
Steering type . 
Turns I to I 
Turning circle 
Brakes type .. 
Dimensions .. 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase . 
Track front 
Track rear . 
Length 
Width .. . 
Height .. . 
Fuel tank capacity 
TYRES: 
Size . ...... . 
Pressures .... . 

. .............. .... .... unitary 

. independent lateral arms, rubber cone springs 

.independent trailing arms, rubber cone springs 
interconnected Hydrolastic system 

. . . . rack and pinion 
.. .... . ...... 3.8 
. .. . 39 .5ft(12.37m) 

. . . . . discs front, drums rear 
.10.5 (266.7 mm) discs, 9 in. (228 .6 mm) drums 

108.1 in . (2747 mm) 
· 56.5 in . (1440 mm) 
.55.5 in . (1410 mm) 
174.5 in. (4434 mm) 
· 66.5 in. (1690 mm) 
· 57.2 in. (1454 mm) 
.10.2 gal (46.6 litres) 

Make on test car .. 
GROUND CLEARANCE: 

. . 695-14 (165-14 radials fitted) 
28F/22R psi (1.97F/1.55 kg/cm2 ) ',. 

. .... Dunlop ,. 

Registered .... .2 in. (158 mm) 
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GIPPSLAND 
~,,-VE,HICLE 

COLLECTION 
'Best of British# Vehicles 

/)isplay /)ay 

Many fantastic vehicles on display 

~un_d~x ~~pr n~th~OQ! 
Display for the Day 10:00am to 3:30pm 

10 Sale Rd., (Cnr Railway PI.) Maffra 
Bring your vehicle to create our "display for the day" 

Display vehicles from 08:30am (double free entry pass for display drivers) 
Have a good look at the other vehicles and displays ~ 
Museum admittance $5 - Children (under 15) free a 

Refreshments available §-
Cil 

For enquiries, maps and info visit our website www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au ~ 
Or Ph: (03)5147-3223 for further details. g 

Upcoming Events: 
Dec 2007, Jan, Feb, Mar 2008 - Early Australian Vehicles (display day 27/01108) 
Apr, May, Jun"Ju12008 - Italian Vehicles (Display Day 13/04/2008) 
Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov 2008 - American Vehciles (Display Day l0108/2008) 
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Sent: 

John Baker <info@austinmemories.com> .0. I '0' I ~ Trash Can I rg Inbox 

Thursday, 14 June 2007 2:12:10 AM 

To: stephensdaryl@hotrnail.com 

Subject : New Austin Web Site 

Press Release 

A new Austin website is now launched at www.austinmemories.com 

The site will be dedicated to the Austin Motor Company as a 
way of keeping the name alive and showing the diversity of 
products made at Longbridge. Your memories will be a key part 
of the site, so I am looking for material from anyone who had 
connections with the company, has a Austin vehicle now or 
perhaps owned one in the past. 

Whatever memories you have, I would love to hear from you to 
help keep the heritage of Austin alive. 

Thanks in advance 

John 

PS If you have friends who may be interested in the site, 
please feel free to forward this email to them . 
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The A series diesel engine of BMC 

We all know that BMC produced a diesel version of its famous B-series engine for use in 
both commercial vehicles and medium size family cars, but how many of you have heard 
of a diesel version of the A-series engine. 

It was as far back as 1960 when BMC were firmly established as a major tractor in the UK 
as well as being a major exporter earning the company mush needed export dollars. 
BMC management decided that they also needed a small lightweight tractor to compete in 
this completive field. 

It was decided to contact the Canadian owned company of Massey Harris Ferguson with 
a request to design a suitable tractor for their needs. Although a suitable tractor was 
designed and made ready for testing in less than two years, it would be a further three 
years before this tractor would be released onto the marked. 

This tractor was to be known as the BMC Mini Tractor and was painted orange instead of 
the usual blue used on all other BMC Tractors, it also featured cream wheels and radiator 
grill .which made to stand out in a crowd. 

Tractor also feature the diesel version of the A-series engine which had been converted 
from the standard petrol engine by noted diesel designer Harry Richard who gave it a 
rotary fuel pump and injectors. 

The engine size used was the 948cc version as used in some of the company's small 
cars and commercial vehicles. With the engines compression increased to 22.5 to 1 the 
little 15bhp engine gave 381bs of torque at 1750 rpm. This version of the A-series engine 
was by BMC associate company of Newage (Manchester) Ltd . 

The BMC Mini Tractor was manufactured at the company's Scottish plant at Bathgate and 
due to its limited performance the A-series engine was replaced by the larger B-series 
engine, when it changed its colour was changed to blue and it was renamed the Leyland 
154. 

This was the only vehicle to use the A-series diesel engine which also ceased production 
at the same time and was never used again in BMCI BL vehicles. 

For Sale 

Mk 1 1800 1969 auto 53,000 miles white/ red reg to july Owned by previous owner 
for 38 years $1900 Toowoomba OLD 0418623247 

Mint condition 1968 manual, registered light green mk 11 40,000 miles 
5851 0223 peter Nelson Kyabram Vic 

mk 1 Resprayed in Saab Yellow New clutch Reg till 08 03 9388 1762 0420 328 782 
offers Melbourne 

4 1800's in Chudley, Tasmania 63636199 Alan Mc Gregor 
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Welcome to newsletter number 139 for October and November, 2007 

Australia Day vintage veteran and classic gathering in Kings Domain , Melbourne. 
Photographed by Chris Lewis 



New members 
Ron Fenwic\( Box 62 Singleton NSW 2330 mk 1 Manual 

Peter Fitzpatrick 222 Mitchell Road, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 
Val@wagga.net.au Mk 1 auto 

"Mtrs Wilkins weas 85 years old when she purchased this new Aust8n 1800. She got 
her licence in it, as her husband was unable to drive. The car was sheded in 1986, and 
ran out of reg in 1990. \ have replaced all seals and rubbers and mountings." 

During the restoration I have discovered that 

The Old School Garage in Wagga Wagga 02 6925 5536 can re rubber engine mounts 
and that Strut Re Gas Riverina can repair the engine shock absorber 0407 934 937 
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Vanden Plas Princess 1800. Another great British opportunity-missed. 
This article was published in the June 2007 issue of Classic Cars, reproduced with thanks. 

George Wardle has still got 
the original advertisement that 
drew his attention to his one
of-a-kind Vanden Plas. Thirty 
years have faded the news
print to near illegibility, but if 
you squint hard enough you 
can still make out the quantwoRD~ffUKE:DUfFPHOTDGRI\PHY:'~OLMGfUFtItHS 
wording. 

'TO BE SOLD, At Enfield Hall, Islington Row, Edgbaston on FRIDAY, 23'd 
JULY 1976 at 11am, 400 LOTS of ANTIQUES, PORCELAIN, H.M SILVER and 
LATE, VALUABLE JEWELLERY.' 

Wardle's love of a good bargain kept him reading - to find, just under the 
enticing offer of a 'Victorian Drawing Room Suite on Cabriole Legs', the brief, in
triguing line: 'VANDEN PLAS 1800 MOTOR CAR, K-REG, 26,000 miles only; this 
motor car is unique as a prototype that never made it into production.' 

'I was still working for Leyland at the time, so I knew it was something spe
cial, and I went round to have a look at on my motorbike,' he explains. 'The moment 
I saw it, I knew that I had to buy it.' The rest, in this particular case, is history. 

Developing a new car has always been a form of automotive vivisection. 
Prototypes and engineering hacks are built for a variety of reasons: testing me
chanical components, assessing the durability of interior trim, even gauging the re
action of potential customers to the styling. Many find themselves tested to destruc
tion, those compelling frozen-time snaps of crash-tests the most obvious example. 
Other 'mules' meet a far more mundane end, occasionally sent to the corporate mu
seum to gather dust, more often dispatched to the crusher to ensure their pre-build 
components don't make it into the spare parts market. Yet sometimes, against all 
odds, there are survivors - and this completely unique Vanden Plas Princess 1800 
is one of them. 

It's a fully running car, built to near-production specification, intended to as
sess the viability of creating a Vanden Plas variant of the Austin/MorrislWolseley 
'Land Crab' (Alec Issigonis's hydraulically sprung XXL Mini). British Leyland was 
heavily into badge engineering at the time, with most of its mainstream cars sold 
under various brands of convenience. Yet this car is far more than a badged-and
grilled version of one of the existing cars. It has a substantially different bodyshell 
with an entirely different back end. In place of the Land Crab's familiar six-light form 
(with two extra windows behind the rear doors), this car is a four-light with a more 
conventional saloon-like tail , and a capacious boot to boot. 

Wardle only acquired the sketchiest details about his car when he bought it, 
although some detective work on his part has dug up some more since. It was origi
nally built in 1971 and registered in Birmingham. And after its prototype duties were 
over, it was used by a senior manager in the company who presumably fancied the 
idea of something the Joneses couldn't possibly match, before being sold to a pro
fessional photographer who added almost its entire current tally of 23,576 miles. 
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Then, five years later and somewhat improbably, it ended up passing through a fur
niture auction in Birmingham. Wardle had previously bought and sold ex-company 
cars, including a Jaguar XJ6 he remembers particularly fondly, but instead of flog
ging on the Vanden Plas for a quick buck, he fell for it in a big way. It's been treated 
to a cosseted garage existence ever since. 'Some years the only miles I put on are 
going for the MOT and coming back,' he says. 

A little more research and the plot is thickening nicely. The rear of the body 
shell (including the boot and the rear lights) appears to be very similar to that of the 
Australian market X6 Tasman and Kimberley - locally-engineered, locally-built de
rivatives of the Land Crab. They came out in 1970 and sold in such microscopic 
volumes that the last examples were made in 1972, meaning that, chronologically, 
it's possible that at least one example was sent back to the Blighty for evaluation 
and was subsequently used as the basis for this project. The front end has nothing 
to do with boxy Aussie models, being far closer to the treatment of the Austin, Mor
ris and Wolseley variants, although the wings, front panel and bonnet are all unique 
and irreplaceable. Styling is clearly inspired by the similarly handsome treatment of 
the smaller Vanden Plas Princess 1300. The chrome radiator grille, complete with 
the company's crown motif, is the same pressing. 

Fastidious care has kept the car in near-pristine condition. It was partially 
resprayed in 1978 after bubbling in the original paint became apparent, and the rear 
off-sidelight is cracked (replacements are understandably hard to find), but other
wise it's spotless. It's also rust free, which for a 30 year old Leyland car is a notable 
achievement. 

'I've never driven it in the rain, and never when there's salt on the ground', 
explains Wardle, eyeing a far-off grey cloud, warily. 'I remember in 1979 we were 
invited to a New Year's Eve party and I insisted we went in my other car, a "Del 
Boy" Reliant van, because there was salt on the road. The wife wasn't too happy ... ' 

Vanden Plas was originally the UK satellite of a Belgian coachbuilder, but 
by the early Seventies the company had been fully absorbed into BL as Austin
Morris in-house lUXUry car division. At its Kingsbury works near London it was still 
assembling the ultra-plush Princess 4.0-litre limousine (the favourite royal taxi for 
years), but BMC and then Leyland's 'elastic band' strategy had also seen it lend its 
famous name to (and perform some interior work on) the fully loaded version of the 
popular, compact 1100/1300. Following BL's acquisition of Jaguar, it was also 
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quickly put to trimming bells-and-whistle spec XJ's into ultra-luxury spec, a car that 
rejoiced in the grand moniker of the Daimler Double-Six Vanden Plas. A mid
ranking, accessible family saloon sized car would have been a valuable addition to 
the range. 

And it's easy to see how the 1800 Princess could have found its way into 
production. Wardle's car seems to be about 95% of the way there. All badges are in 
place, including the Vanden Plas script on the bootlid, and the crowned 'P' on the 
boss of the elegant, two-spoke steering wheel. The interior is far plusher than that of 
the contemporary Austin, Morris or Wolseley versions, the coachbuilding influence 
obvious. Seats are trimmed with tan leather, fat and enveloping. Unmarked, original 
carpet covers the floor. And the dashboard, which has faded slightly over time, is 
made from a combination of real wood and convincing lacquer including a wonderful 
bottom-hinged glovebox with two integral stainless steel cup holders built into it. The 
door trims seem very similar to those of lesser Land Crabs, albeit with stitched vinyl 
pockets. There's even a period 8-track player nestling under the dash, complete 
with a selection of equally period cartridges. It still works too. 

Mechanically, the car is a standard Land Crab, meaning 8L's trusty 1.8 litre 
8-series motor provides gruff, torquey performance, with drive sent to the front 
wheels by a four-speed gearbox. Suspension duties are handled hydraulically and 
ride quality is immediately impressive - the way this car deals with the substandard 
tarmac around its Coventry home feels anything but 30 years old. With 86bhp to call 
on, performance is thoroughly decent by the standards of the age into which the 
Princess was meant to compete, contemporary road-tests of the Austin and Morris 
versions suggesting a 0-60mph time of about 15 seconds and a top speed (after a 
sufficiently long run-up) of just under the magic 1 OOmph. If the car had been pro
duced it would almost certainly have benefited from the more powerful, 2.2-litre 'E6' 
transverse straight-six that was offered on the Land Crab range from 1972. 

From the driver's seat it still feels surprisingly fresh - the engine's copious 
low-down torque making town driving a doddle. The gearshift is light and easy and 
the clutch bites cleanly. The only real dynamic surprise comes with the steering, the 
Vanden Plas being fitted with a finger-light powered rack as low-geared as on unas
sisted cars. That makes for plenty of arm-twirling around Coventry's many round
abouts. 

Considering the car is still on the tyres that Wardle bought it with, the mod-
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est grip levels are 
still impressive. It's 
not hard to see 
how this car might 
have caught on: 
plenty of road
presence, golf club 
kudos, decent per
formance and what 
would have been 
far lower running 

,. _ VANDEN PLAS PRINCESS 1800 

costs than its pushier contemporary rivals. 
It wasn't to be. By the early Seventies, BL was already suffering from low

level internecine warfare between its various SUb-brands. Rover, Jaguar and Tri
umph were determinedly unkeen to countenance any assault on what they regarded 
as being their territory within the company. The Princess 1800 didn't happen and, 
after the Vanden Plas Allegro died in 1979, the brand became nothing more than a 
suffix for glitzy versions of the moribund Metro, Maestro and Montego. 

It's a sad end for a coachbuilder that, ten years before, had been keen to 
boost the appeal of mid-market cars by more substantial means than a chrome 
badge and velour trim. This Princess is the proof. 

~-presence, golf club 
kudos, decent performance, 
low running costs. It's easy 
to seehowit could have 

t~~ghW 
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Presidential Business 
Congratulations and welcome back. 

I say congratulations because if you have received this newsletter then you must have either joined 
or re-joined LOCA. 

On behalf of the club I'd like to thank you for keeping the club active and encourage you to keep 
Daryl and myself busy around newsletter time by sharing your Landcrab experiences with us. 

For the benefit of any new members Daryl spends a great deal of time putting the newsletter 
together, he now sends it on to me and I convert it to a PDF file for emailing to all of those 
members who have opted to get their newsletter electronically. I think the current count is around 
fifteen, not bad considering we have only sent out one so far. From the feedback I've received, the 
newsletters are heading in the right direction. 

The best way to keep our cars alive is to talk to each other and what better way than to share our 
r---. tips through the newsletter. If each member provided one tip every month then we would be able 

to fill many pages with unique and useful information. 

My tip for the month is if you are planning on painting your car yourself then make sure you spend 
a lot of time on preparation. It doesn't matter how well you can spray top coat, if the repair work 
and undercoating are ordinary then the final finish will suffer. The real trick to painting is 
discovering the fine line between quality preparation and insanity. I think that I may have spent too 
long last summer trying to get everything right, cursing when the top coat wasn't as glossy as I 
would have liked. On one of his visits my brother, in his infinite wisdom, said "you still need to cut 
and polish when you're done so you can get by with a few imperfections". The other thing I needed 
to realise is my crab will be a daily driver when she's done so the paint will eventually get marked, 
scratched and heaven forbid the body gets bent. 

Have you ever considered how much charge is enough charge in your battery? From my recent 
experience it must be a fine line between charged and flat. 

I've been working away on my crab, getting the carbs set up, the timing right and listening to the 
symphony from under the bonnet, only to find the old girl doesn't want to play nice the next time I 
turn the key. The battery cranks for a while and then slowly as my blood pressure rises the starter 
speed falls. Charge the battery overnight and presto we have life. 

The same thing happened with a friends 1800, went around the other Saturday and tied and tuned 
the old girl, had to jump start from a lazy battery, got her going, left her idling, had a beer, 
congratulated myself and went home. Got a phone call on Monday, "no go', damn thing. Next 
Saturday same deal, only this time took the car for a good test drive around town, haven't heard 
from John since. Until we change over the gear change cables ... 

As a side issue, I've been contact with an old friend of mine, Rick Hopkins, who has a mountain of 
spares for our cars, Rick's been collecting hem "since I was a boy". He's happy to help us out 
where ever he can. I'm going to visit him and we'll knock up a list of what he has and what it would 
take to part company with the bits. The parts will be available through me. 

Rick's getting together a museum at his place featuring Austin's, Morris's, and many other fine 
British cars. At last count he had two trucks a bus and some thirty three cars, I'll put something 
together for the newsletter when I've taken in their majesty. 

Any way it's time to go, enjoy your newsletter and spread the word. 



Engine removal for complete novices By Bruce Norton 

Chapter I.How an novice gets himself into a difficult situation. 

Eldest daughter kept complaining of rumbling in the front end of her (my) beloved 
mark II and decided somewhat unwisely to motor home to Wagga Wagga from 
Newcastle so Dad could fix the problem. Two hours later on the Newcastle to Sydney 
expressway the decision to leave it to Dad was not a good idea. Front left hand side 
rubber universal had disengaged and disintegrated itself and in the ensuing mayhem 
had punctured a hole in the gearbox enabling all oil to dump itself on the 
expressway. The locals were quite unhelpful and number one daughter phoned home 
in tears after waiting for two hours for a good samaritan to offer assistance. Finally a 
tow truck operator arrived and took daughter and said car to drivers mates workshop 
where daughter offered said car to anyone for nothing just so she would never have to 
have anything to do with her now less than favourite mongrel car again, ever. 

So Dad found out the new owners name and rang him on the off chance he would be 
happy to give it back to its rightful owner for nothing just because daughter had been 
a little hasty. No such luck. New owner had an Austin when he was much younger 
and had every intention of restoring the car to its former glory and did not wish to part 
with his new found treasure. 

So father kept ringing new owner each month to check on his progress which 
eventually stalled and then crashed and then burned! Then new owner rang father and 
offered car back because his better half suggested it was him or the car ... one or the 
other or both had to go. What would you do I ask if you were faced with the same 
dilemma? 

So car eventually returned to its rightful owner after a hair raising trailoring down the 
Hume highway behind Mitsubishi Verada courtesy of a car trailer borrowed from 
local running legend Peter Fitzparick ( still running sub 3 hour marathons and on the 
wrong side of 59 years old!) More about Peter later. 

Chapter 2. How a novice gets himself into further difficulties. 

Now it is obvious that said car is destined for scrap unless some home handiwork is 
attempted. The problem is that father is not mechanically inclined naturally and tends 
to be rather of short in fuse by nature. What to do? Better half scoffs and suggest the 
cubic method is best. The first response is to consult with the local experts. The 
esteemed Herb Simpendorfer is just down the road (Wallas Walla)so a visit is in 
order. Trouble is Herb is off travelling overseas and won't be back for 6 weeks. That 
fine as father is currently renovating the kitchen and has other priorities by order of 
she who must be obeyed. Time is a good friend in these circumstances and car sits 
waiting patiently for any attention. Meanwhile, local Wagga Wagga legendary 
marathon runner and car restorer, Peter Fitzpatrick has acquired a Mark I which is in 
unbelievably outstanding condition and is restoring same to concourse condition. 
Green with envy I follow the Fitzpatrick upgrade as he extract the motor and restores 
the engine bay, engine and all running gear, brakes, suspension etc to pristine 
condition. I gather that Peter ain't half handy as a mechanic( boy I'm quick) and he 
has already restored a 1927 Chevrolet, a WWII Jeep and various motor bikes to 
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concourse condition or better! Peter suggests engine extraction is a doddle and any 
mug could do it with their eyes closed in a couple of hours. Who am I to argue? 

Chapter 3. Beginning of the End. 

First step is to clean out the garage. This is a garagtuan undertaking but essential if 
one is to find missing tools and to find space for the major undertaking. Allow at least 
one week as better half disputes throwing way any existing rubbish. Organise all your 
sockets throwing aside all metric tools as completely useless. Ensure you have every 
imperial measure socket and spanner set at your finger tips. 

Visit your local Vinnies and purchase a set of overalls. These are essential if you want 
to be allowed into the house at any time during your mechanical interlude to have a 
cup of tea or visit the 100. Practice getting out of your overalls in a hurry if you work 
on a cold day and drink coffee. Never put your wallet in the back pocket of your jeans 
under the overalls and visit the local super cheap store for a tin of degreaser. The site 
of you trying to extract your wallet from the jeans back pocket through your overalls 
is worthy of extreme ridicule as you eventually disrobe to extract recalcitrant wallet 
whilst the waiting queue look on with gathering amusement. 

Chapter 4. A Difficult Birth. 

Consult the textbooks. You probably have several manuals. I have three. Take and 
average. They are not all born equal and should be regarded with extreme caution. 
Often they speak in a foreign tongue using terminology never seen or heard of before 
and refer you to parts you never even new existed. "Disconnect the low tension wire 
at the SW terminal on the ignition coil, remove the solenoid lead at the starter, take 
out the screws securing the solenoid to the cross member and remove the solenoid and 
leads. " Yes I did manage to disconnect the ignition coil and solenoid and even drew 
lots of pictures of how it all should be put back together and which wires went to 
where and put all the screws and nut and bolts back into their rightful places so I 
would not lose any. 

Be wary of discrepant advice. One manual suggest removing the radiator and fan 
assembly before removing the engine! The other two manuals did not so suggest, so 
on average, I didn't. 

Beg, borrow or steal an engine crane. (Thanks Peter) The novice must be able to raise 
and lower the engine during its removal to release the engine mounting bolts as the 
engine moves as it is released from its moorings. As the bolts take load they are 
impossible to remove without taking the pressure off by raising or lowering the 
engine as required. 

Some bits are just a pain. The exhaust clamps always spin and cause angst as you 
stniggle to hold both ends of the nut and bolt as you lie on top of the engine 
manipulating two half inch spanners on each bolt and nut. ( I resolve to spot weld the 
bolts to the clamps at some time in the future) Be prepared to stop, have a cup of tea 
and a good lie down before you succeed. Similarly, the rear engine mount is difficult 
but will yield eventually as long as you do not rush it and expect a world record 
engine out time. 



The manual says "Attach suitable lifting brackets to the second and fourth right hand 
engine cylinder head and corresponding rocker cover bolts" Please draw me a picture. 
Where are bolts 1,2,3,4 ? I presume we number from the left? Does it matter? My 
experts tell me not to use the rocker cover bolts at all so I don't. I use two cylinder 
head bolts only under the rocker cover and two cylinder head bolts at the front of the 
head. 

"Then support the engine on blocks and remove the lifting brackets to the cylinder 
heard head bolts only so the engine will tilt backwards when it is lifted" So I am back 
to two bolts rather than four! I get the idea and will give it a go a la manual. I'll get 
back to you after the birth. 

ATJSTIN 1800 OIL DIPPER ROD 

The following are the various lengths of OIL DIPPER RODS fitted to the 
Al)stin 1800 Manual Transmission. 

The 1 ength o~ be rod is measured from the bottom face of the handle to the 
"MAX." graduation mark on the blade of the rod. 

1. Original production 16-13/16 in. 

2. First <:hange UK ONLY (NOT AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION) 18 - 3/16 in. 

28.. First change AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION to maintain original o i l 
level. The UK rod was reworked from 18-3/16 in. to 16-13/16 in. 

3. Local manufactured rod reduced to 17-9/16 in. 

To reduce t he oil .apa city by one pint , a local manu fa ctured oil dipp er 
rod, 17-9 / 16 in. was fitted at Engine No. 18Y/Ta/H 12687. 

NOTE: The automatic engine oil dipper rod is 15 - 5/16 in. 



Global warming 
By Daryl Stephens 

There has been a lot of press on this subject recently, and while it has nothing to do with 
our Club, I stumbled across an interesting DVD on the subject.. 

Treating the Bible as a history book, the author made somei nteresting observations 
Firstly, Adam and Eve were quite happy to run around in the raw, without apparently 
being cold. I would not do that in a Melbourne winter. [Mrs. Editor's note- not at all thank 
you- particularly after I have eaten!] 

Fast forward 1600 years to a fellow called Job, who was complaining bitterly of the ice, 
snow and sleet. Then onto the Roman Empire. The Romans wore shirt skirts when they 
conquered England That period of time coincided with a temperature spike. In those 
days grapes were grown as far north as York, which does not happen now. [Taxes were 
collected in grapes! [The Romans pulled out of England when it became too cold. 

The Thames River [this is London's or perhaps Edinburoughs equivalent to Melbourne's 
Yarra River] started freezing over during a mini ice age from 1500 to 1800. They used to 
hold a fair on the frozen River. The last fair on the River was 1814 it has not frozen over 
since then. 

In the 1970's, scientists were predicting doom and gloom because of global cooling! 
The conclusion drawn is that 

1 Climate Change has always existed, Government will not solve it, but they will tax it! 

2 They will use it to increase their power base 

This leads onto a subject dear to most people's hearts 

1800 air conditioning 
Some years ago, I successfully air conditioned an 1800[See newsletter number 64 for 
October and Novermber, 1995 
. The only draw back was that the evaporator protruded too far into the cabin for my 
liking, which is why my current mk 11 does not have it 

Recently, I had the bonnet of my 1800 up and a thought struck me. If the battery was 
placed in the boot, the evaporator could go where the battery was. So far, so good. 

[The evaporator is the thing that the cold air comes out of] By simply making a hole in 
the inside of the driver's side mudguard he evaporator could be linked to the fresh air 
duct that runs inside the mudguard! . 
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Thus, refrigerated air would come out the drives side air vent. An under dash tube could 
connect the cold air to the passenger side air vent as well. The idea seems so simple 
that it must have been done in the past. 

Developing the idea further, if space is still a problem 

1 the horns could be shifted to either inside the mudguards or under the grille 
somewhere 

2 the engine mounting system could be converted back to the original system. This 
means only one mount at the battery end, instead of 2, and the "bridge' would not be 
necessary. [The Australian spec engine mounting system was developed after the 
English idea simply broke on our corrugated roads. Now, some 40 years later, we have 
good roads- apparently even the main street of Sydney is now bitumised- so we could 
safety revert to the original system 

If I was doing it, I would use the electric condenser featured in newsletter n0137 for June 
and July 2007. I assume that simply fitting the larger output alternator would be easier 
that engineering the engine driven compressor 

Note from Mrs. Editor. If you do it, you have decided to fit the compressor and alternator 
off a Toyota Harris or Echo, as that is the cheaper option. Also, they are the smallest 
around. If I know that, why didn't you? Dork!! 

With the horns out of the way, it may even be possible to mount the condenser- the 
radiator thing- where the horns were. 

Off the top of my head[ Mrs editors note- that's the bit that became flat when his parents 
dropped him on his head !] 

- Would the evaporator fit inside the dis mudguard? 

Would the evaporator fit by moving the horns and sitting the battery as far rear ward as 
possible? 

Could the condenser be mounted on the dis inner guard- a copy of the radiator mounting 
on the other side? 

Could the condenser be mounted on the sump guard ? 

So, who is going to be first???? 

P.S. A clever fellow is well advanced on building a modern integrated system for the 
1800. In basic terms, he has installed the cooling bits in a Mk 1 heater box, and installed 
a compressor under the alternator- all driven by one belt 
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II ~OOL IDEAl 
SUl:mi tted by Herman Pedersen 

AUSTIN/ MORRIS 1800 (Transverse) supplementary fitting sheet 

KLF 1094 equipment ref.317/L(1800) 

The equipnent should be DDunted between the radiator and the wheel arch. 

To allow adequate clearance between the fan blade, .and the radiator core, 'it 

is necessary to cut out the ~lottedgrille underneath the -nearside .tVheel.ercl 

using a pad saw, or small hack saw. toDunt the 'Pivot block attatched to:CheiBb 

length of the L shaped arm to the side "'face of the -chassis .:sub £rame:.8s .JfIlDm 

in the diagram •. Adjust motor and blade to the Oi!lltre of the"6qUare ,aetaia.ax:~ 
on vneel arch side of the radiator. 

Ad just second arm to allow clevis to fit parallel 'to the sheet -.eta!.above ,_ 

radiator grille opening ' .. ;~ 
; .":".,. :-' 

, -',"i.. \. 

-:Modify existing radiator fan ducting I top and bottcln as in diagram(A){B) '. ,-
-"This ensures greater cooling capacity resulting frczn the ram effect airflow 

.:.produoed 'bythe -forward iliDtion of the car . 

! \ ;~, 
\ ' i ' l\ ; I 

. . ' I' , ~ 115 
; /, i I ; \-
\/" \'Il ,! \~ 
. ~ I 1 
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HelWJD PederBeD acquired these drawings, while he was pioneering electric 

radiator fans, on behalf on Davies Craig pry LTD. They were researcbed _by 

Ken 1 owe radiator fans( vhi.ch Davies Craig iinport). As is obvious from the 

drawing, the ram effect provides 1DUch improved ~ling . Herman has done this 

JrOdification on' quite a few 1800 s , with great sucesS! 
\ '/ 



MS~ Hotmail - Message 

ninemsn Home 1 Membership 1 Hotmail 1 Search 1 Mobile 1 Hotmail Plus 

Today I Mail I Calendar I Contacts I 
stephensdaryl@hotmail.com Messenger: Offline .... 

~ Reply 1 ~ Reply All 1 ~ Forward 1 X Delete 1 ~ Junk 1 .8 Put in Folder.... 1 ~ Print View 1 ~ Save Address 

From: 

Sent: 

To : 

Subject : 

Fred Singleton <fsi93402@bigpond.net.au> 

Tuesday, 14 August 2007 12:54:11 PM 

"Singleton, Fred (home)" 
<fsi93402@bigpond.net.au> 

Austins Over Austrlia 2009 letter no 2 and WA 
Travel Information 

1 '(jf 1 X 1 19 Inbox 

lID Atta h t. WATravelInformationAugust2007.pdf (0.05 MB), 
c men . AOAinWA2009Newsletter2August2007.pdf (0.04 MB) 

Hi all Austin enthusiasts . 
attached is the second AOA 2009 in WA newsletter . Also 

attached is an information sheet on WA and some suggested accommodation. (The 
smaller style Bed and Breakfast accommodation is not on the sheet but the WA Visitor 
Centre can help you with that .) 

The Rally Headquarters will be in Cannington • corner of 
Albany Highway and Station Street. Aprox 15Kms SE of the Perth GPO. 

If you need the documents sent in Word format . please advise 
me as I have that too ( minus the AOA letterhead ) . 

Any other questions please ask and the AOA 2009 Committee 
will do our best to help. 

This information will also be sent to our Austin friends on Postal 
contacts ( snail mail) so everyone should have something within a week of today 
(Tuesday 14th August) . 

Please feel free to circulate this newsletter as widely as 
possible . 

Many thanks to all those who have replied so far. 

Regards 
Fred Singleton 
AOA in WA 2009 Committee 
28 Killick Street 
Northam W.A. 6401 

.0. 1 -q 1 X 1 I9 Inbox 

MEET 1000s of 
sexy singles 

today! 

lava li fe ' 
I avalif e.CXlm au 

Notice: Attachments are automatically scanned for viruses using Trend Micro products fI !~'~Il· 

Get the latest updates from MSN 

ninemsn Home 1 Membership 1 Hotmail I People & Groups I Search I Mobile I Hotmail Plus 

© 2007 Microsoft TERMS OF USE Privacy Statement Anti-Spam Policy 

httn:/lbv116fd.bav116.hotmail.msn.comlcgi-binigetmsg?msg=E3D22988-E3E8-4E82... 14/0812007 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject : 

E mails 

Colin & Colleen <colincolleen@bigpond.com> 

Saturday, 15 September 2007 6:52:25 AM 

'''Daryl Stephens'" <stephensdaryl@hotmail.com> 

RE: part's for sale 

Hi Daryl, We did not move to Stawell My wife had heart problem's she 
said someone upstairs' didn't want us to move. Now down to business .As 
1 said 1 have a few thing's left that 1 don't need any more, firstly. 
there is a suspension pump it has wheel's a aluminum tank every thing 
work's fine. asking price is $200.00,1 have 8.5 meters of locking filler 
strip for front & rear windscreens$50.00 there is whitewall's for 
14"wheels they were made in U.S.A $80.00 per set,mk11 sunvsor's s/h 
$10.00 a pair reversing light's made in England stainless steel. Wiper 
bush kit in box new $5.00 each interior door handles pin 24g 2859 new 
$5.00 each Mk1 & Mk11 lenses front and rear s/h $5.00 each Mk11 new in 
o riginal boxes$10.00 each, Plastic window winder's s / h in good condition 
$10.00 each bonnet badges fair condition $5.00 each, wiper & light 
switches s / h from $3.00 to $10.00 each Lucas head light's$5.00 Mk1 & 
Mk11 radiator hoses new & s/h from $5.00.1 have also a socket to fit the 
hub nut & lever $100.00.1 think these prices are fair they cost me more 
.there are l o t's of odds & sod's as well I guess that's all f o r no w . y ou 
have my e-mail if you need to know anything else. Thank you Colin. 
-----Original Message-----
From: Daryl Stephens [mailto:stephensdaryl@hotmail.comJ 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2007 1:53 AM 

To: colincolleen@bigpond.com 
........ L!! _ _ ..& • - ... 

stephensdaryl@hotmail.com ..l Messenger: Offline ... 

~ Reply I ~ Reply All I ~ Forward I )< Delete I ~X Junk I 8 Put in Folder... I ~ Prin 

From : Arthur Baynes <baynes@aanet.com.au> .;). I 'Q' I )< I t9 Inbox 

Sent: Sunday, 2 September 200711:01:52 PM 

To: 

Subject : 

Hello Daryl 

stephensdaryl@hotmail.com 

Austin 1800 Publications 

I am a previous owner of an Austin 1800 Mkl ( wish I still had it ). Being interested in the 
engineering aspects I checked features of the 1800 out before arrival in Australia in the 
following English issues of Autocar 
(1) 16th Oct.1964 - 1800 Report. (2) 23rd October 1964 - London Show Report. (3) 
30th October 1964 - London Show Review. 
As you most probably know the articles in this magazine at that period had excellent 
technical reports and drawings. 
Following arrival in Australia I also have (4) Wheels magazine December 1965, and (5) 
Australian Motor Sport December 1965, both with local road tests. 

The situation now is I am getting on in years and cleaning out my workshop so I would 
like the above to go to a good home. I am not seeking a lot in the way of payment plus 
postage, the English magazines are fairly heavy. I have many other magazines and will 
most probably dispose of these on eBay or similar, but there is no control on where these 
end up. 

Have you any ideas? I would like these to end up with someone keen on 1800s 
( preferably Mk1) and would appreciate them. All magazines are in a good/used condition, 
photos could be provided. 
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Christmas in November 

BBO at Mount Sugarloaf Dam 
[Melway 273 07] North 
Melbourne 
On Sunday, November 18 th 
11 am plus 

Organiser Bruce Austin 
94655447 

east 

Surplus to requirements 

of 

Mk 1 1800 Kelp Beige auto slight accident damage otherwise VGC Tony Woodcock 
Healesvelle Vic 03 5962 2447 offers 

Terrance Copeland 07 3284 8876 has the following for sale; 
1 Service bulletins 
2 Intereurope Workshop manual no. 189 BLMC 1800 mi 1, 11 and mk 11 Sand 
Wolseley 18/85 
3 Scientific publications no 66 Workshop manual for manual transmission 
4 Leyland workshop manual mk 1 and 11 
5 BMC workshop manual mk 1 

All $20 each 

Plus various parts $50 The Lot 

Automatic mk 11 One off special two tone green specially made for Sam Gould of 
Goulds BMC. Not run since 1991 but always stored under cover. 100,000 miles offers 
Alan Wade Heathmont Vic 03 9729 4163 

1968 manual mk 11 120,000 miles. one owner since 1969 always garaged blue no reg 
Sunbury Vic 0417 506 053 

Proud and blonde of it ! 

.' 
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Daryl Stephens, as photographed by the late Naomi Stephens. 
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CASTROL with liquid tungsten -
PROVED IN THE HEAT OF T HE AUST RALIAN DESERT 

A spectacular demonstration of the ability of New Formula Castrol 
XL to stand up to the severest conditions of heat and dust is pro
vided by the performance of an Austin 1800 driven on a vast 
figure-of-eight course, 12,000 miles long, around the continent of 
Australia. 

The car, to quote the official report, 'traversed some of the 
roughest and hottest desert country in Australia . . . shade atmos
pheric temperatures for considerable periods averaged between 
105-110°F. and the highest temperature experienced in the shade 
was 122°F. Oil pressure in Sydney at the commencement of the run 
north was 70 p.s.i. Even with the atmospheric temperature of 122°F. 
encountered at Cooper Pedy the oil pressure had only fallen -by a 
maximum of 5 Ibs. and never fell below this figure (65 Ibs.) for the 
whole trip . .. . 

It was often necessary to service the air clefmer at extremely short 
intervals when extreme dust storm conditions were ,experienced. In 
some of the sandy country it was necessary to drop tyre pressures to 
about 10 p.s.i. in order to have any chance of tra versing the dunes 
and car speeds averaged about 10 m.p.h. for long periods . . . under 
these conditions of sand and extreme heat: 

After leaving the production line in Sydney, the Austin 1800 was 
filled with Castrol XL and a running-in trip made to Brisbane and 
back. Upon the car's return from this, accurate measurements of the 
cylinder bores were made by members of the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering of the University of New South Wales. In 
addition, plastic replicas were taken of two of the cylinders, numbers 
3 and 4, in order to determine surface roughness. . 

At the conclusion of the test proper, the University authorities 
repeated these measurements. Having regard to the very gruelling 
nature of the tria l which it had undergone, engine wear was found 
to be very light while engill..e cleanliness was first~class. The unit 
was in such good condition generally that B.M.C. were able to 
return the car to service without conducting any work-upon it. 

Oil consumpt ion throughout the test was less t han 1 pint per 
thousand miles. In view of the conditions, f ive oil changes were 
carried out en route. For topping- up between changes only seven 
pi ) were used. J ) 
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PROJECT 8! 

12,000 miles 

of grit. 

desert dust 

and 

blazing heat. 
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EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF 
DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

wear was found to be very light while 
engine cleanliness was first class. 

(1) Method of Cylinder Measurements 
It was decided to take five readings per cylinder (at 45 ° intervals). 
To obtain comparable readings for the four cylinders, each piston 
was set +t in. below the cylinder block surface; by doing so, the 
actual readings were made .Ln an area taken up by the top piston 
ring at approximately top dead centre. The engine, when inspected, 
was covered with red dust and the speedometer showed 13,447 as 
the distance travelled. Before stripping the engine, it was run for a 
short period and then the oil drained. The engine was stripped and 
readings taken when the engine block temperature had dropped 
to 9g oF. 
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\I\t_1 R IN CYLINDER BORES 
(Difference in inches between initial and final readings) 

Cylinder Position Position Position Position Position 
No. 1 2 3 4 5 

1 ·0008 ·001 0 ·0008 ·0008 ·0009 
2 ·0009 ·0009 ·0008 ·0004 ·00095 
3 ·0011 ·0011 ·00075 . ·00065 ·00115 
4 ·0009 ·0011 ·0008 ·0007 ·0011 

\ 

(2) Cylinder bore surface roughness measurements 
The centreline average indices (CLA) were taken from surface 
replicas of cylinders 3 and 4 before and afterthe trial. The measure
ments were made in the direction of piston travel. 

To find the CLA index, three separate traverses were made on 
each surface replica, and the mean of these readings taken as the 
CLA representative of the condition of the surface. The values 
recorded are shown below: 

Cylinder 

No. 

3 

4 

SURFACE ROUGHNESS READINGS 
Centreline Average Indices (1 / 1,000,000 in.) 

Reading .' Condition of Surface 

Initial after 

Reading Mean Trial Mean Improvement Deterioration 

20 4 
24 21 7 7 14 -

20 9 

38 13 
25 30 14 14 16 -

28 15 

The wear associflted ' with piston ring and cylinder contact has 
. resulted in a cylinder surface improvement; the CLA index has been 
reduced by approximately 15 millionths in. (·000015) in both 
cylinders. 
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"Yet another washaway in the road through the 
Petermann ranges. Soft, red dust gets into 
everything, and we are forced to reduce tyre 
pressure to 10 Ibs. / sq. in., for maximum grip. 
The air filter has to be changed frequently to 
prevent the engine suffocating. Outside it 's 
110°F.-in the radiator, 230°F. But we're still 
averaging better than 1,000 miles per pint . . .. " 
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MOTOR week ending June 18 1966 

We wanted the hottest, dustiest, grittiest track 
in the world to test New Formula Castrol. 
We found it in Australia-12;OOO miles of it. 

A BMC Austin 1800, using New Formula Castrol, made a 12,000 mile 
trip around Australia. Although dust. grit and temperatures of up to 
122°F. were experienced every day, New Formula Castrol kept the 
engine clean, safe and remarkably free from wear. (Oil consumption 
was about 1000 miles per pint.) 
The secret of this is the secret of New Formula Castrol-'Liquid 
Tungsten'. One of the world's toughest metals liquefied and blended 
into New Formula Castrol to last the life of the oil, to do its job every 
moment you use the oil. 'Liqu id Tungsten' toughens the oil barrier 
between moving parts, lowe rs the friction level, cuts dow n wear and oil 
co nsumption, and leaves a cleaner, more efficient engine. 
We proved New Formula Castrol in Australia-now you can prove it 
here . . 

CASTRDL 
First motor oil with 'Liquid Tungsten' 



WANTED-
REAL PROOF! 

A revolutionary new lubricant like Castrol's 
'New Formula' oil with its 'Liquid Tung
sten' additive could not be launched in a 
conventional manner-that was clear. It 
would need more than words to convince 
the public of its astonishing friction-cutting 
and wear-reducing qualities. B.M.C. in 
Australia understood Castrol's dilemma and 
offered a completely stock Austin 1800, 
with Mini support car, for a 12,000 mile 
figure-of-eight trek through Central Aus
tralia . If this wouldn't test the oil to the 
limit then nothing would! 

The Austin 1800 was picked at random 
from the Sydney assembly lines, filled with 
'New Formula' Castro I XL, and dispatched 
immediately to Brisbane and back for 
running-in. The engine was then stripped 
and meticulously measured by the tech 
nical department of one of Australia's most 
famous universities, detail records being 
kept and plastic replicas of two of the 
cylinders made. 

Although the road ahead would test it to 
the limit, modifications to the Austin were 
limited to auxiliary fuel tanks to carry an 
extra 25 gallons of petrol, additional instru 
mentation, and a refrigeration unit for food 
and drink. When ready to go, with two 
hefty Australians aboard and all their 
necessary victuals, equipment, camping 
gear and the like, the Austin was grossly 
over-loaded, throwing an even greater 
strain on the engine and therefore the oil. 

The drivers' brief was to complete th e 
course at the highest possible cruising 
speed, taking samples of the engine oil at 

convenient intervals and keeping a detailed 
log throughout. With the wealth of infor
mation that could be provided in this way, 
the independent test team could produce a 
complete analysis of the oil's performance 
under far tougher conditions than even the 
most adventurous motorist would ever be 
likely to encounter .... 

At length, with supplies of the 'New 
Formula' oil air-freighted to pre-arranged 
service stations on the route, the four 
drivers set forth on the toughest drive of 
their careers, Evan Green and Jack Murray 
in the 'test' Austin 1800, and Alan Kemp 
and Scott Polkinghorne in the supporting 
Mini. They were fully aware of the con
siderable risks, but were happy to put their 
trust in the strength of their B.M.C. cars 
and the protection of the still -secret 'New 
Formula' Castro I oil. 

. - - ''- .-



Australian adventure now on DVD. 
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In December 1965, two unlikely 
cars became the first ever to cross 
Australia from East to West, through 
the centre. 

BMC PubliCity manager Evan Green, 
"Gelignite" Jack Murray, photogra
pher Scott Polkinghorne and BMC 
mechanic Alan Kemp, drove a Morris 
Mini Deluxe and an Austin 1800 to 
Australia's most Southerly, highest 
and most Easterly points, before 
embarking on a very hazardous 
crossing through The Centre. 

The journey was part of a world
wide test of Castrol's GTX oil. Proving 
the oil in extreme conditions, the 

crew experienced snow atop Mt 
Kosciuszko,- and relentless heat 
in the Central Australian deserts. 
Driving through flooding rains, dust 
storms, desert sands and broken 
rivers, they covered a total of more 
than 12,000 miles (20,000km). 

The adventure was described in 
Evan Green's book, Journey's With 

Gelignite Jack, but this film, shot in 
colour by Scott Polkinghorne and 
Evan Green is captivating. 

The award-winning film, which 
documents the crossing, as well 
as the return to Alice Springs via 
Darwin (hence the film's title), shows 
the hardships endured by the men, 
as they risked their lives following in 
the footsteps of famous explorers. 

One of the most interesting parts of 
the film takes place at Ayers Rock, 
where they encounter thunder
storms, flooded roads and waterfalls 
over The Rock - a very rare sight. 

The team visits Lassiter's Cave on 
the edge of the Gibson Desert. 

This journey was one of the world's 
great motoring adventures, and this 
is the first time it has been available 
on DVD. 

• :~. 
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"Which way from here, Jack?". "Well, we could just follow the arrow .. ~ 
Evan Green and Jack Murray at Cape Byron, Australia's most Eastern point 

The film is a bit scratchy, particularly The rules are simple: The car car 
at the start, but it improves quickly, drive all day and night, while the 
while the colour is a bit faded from plane can only fly in daylight hours. 
age. These things actually add to and cannot fly through cloud. 
the period charm of the film, in 
a way, but don't detract from the 
story at all. 

As a bonus, there is another full· 
colour film included on the DVD. 
Although not Mini-related, It's a 

Long Way to go to Catch a Plane 

(sub-titled The Tortoise and The 

Hare) is another interesting film 
from the 1960s. 

It follows Evan Green and Jack 
Murray as they race against a Cessna 
light aeroplane, in a Morris 11 OOS, 
around Australia in ten days. 

The result may not surprise you 
but the closeness of the finish in 
Melbourne probably will. 

/". 

The Mini Experience is pro .. _ (0 be 
responsible for putting these twe 
films onto DVD. 

We will have an interview with Alan 
Kemp, and more details and photos 
from Crossroads Alice in a later 
issue of this magazine. 

To get your copy of the DVD for 
$29, plus postage, turn to The 
Shopping Experience on page 81 . 

~---------------------------------------------------, t Order Form - The Mini Experience magazine Shopping Experience 
Please allow up to three weeks for delivery. 
Product No: Product Descriotion: Size: Colour: Qtv: Unit...Qrice-.i.: Sub Total $: 

Postage charges: Total Sale $: 
Within Victoria · $7 .00 per tota l order Postaae $: 
Rest of Australia · $10.00 per total order (Single item marked " - $4.00 in Aust.) Overseas - at cost. Total Due $: 

Name: Ph: ( Mob : 
I 

: Address:· _______________________________________ _ 

State: ______ _ Postal code : ____ _ Country: ____________ _ I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

D (Australian customers only) I enclose postal order / cheque for $ ___ _ payable to Autofan Media. 

OR 
D Please charge my credit cardfor $A ___ _ 

Card number-'..: _____ _____ _ 

I Name on card: 
" 

DVisa D Mastercard 

Expiry date: __ I _ _ 
Signature : 

. : Please send this completed order form (a photocopy is acceptable), together with payment to 
~ Autofan Media PO Box 186 Newcomb, Vic. 3219 Australia, fax to +61 3 52504846 or call +61 352504842 

CD www.rniniexperience.com.au 7 



Presidential Business 

A warm welcome to all. 

It's that time of year again when we think about food, drink and the odd present. The cricket 
is back on telly, but we don't seem to be lacking too much without Wamie, Pidgeon, Langer, 
or Marto. Warm nights, barbeques, and enjoying the company of friends and family. 

You might have guessed that I like summer and all it brings. It also gives me a chance to get 
oily, dirty and painted. Winter's are a bit cold here in Goulburn, and sometimes they are a bit 
long. Any chance to get outside is appreciated. Once I get through the gardening list then it's 
time to get busy with my Austin. I can't wait. 

I made a rash promise to my brother in-law to have her ready for his wedding in March, I'm 
a bit behind but 111 get there I hope. I have told them to have "Plan B" just in case. I'm sure 
if I say it often enough then I might just believe all I need to finish is the paint work. 

During my wanderings around the internet I found an interesting discussion on engine oil. 
I've included it for publication. I don't want to start a turf war, as far as I can work out as 
long as the oil isn't SL/SM rated. I also found a post saying don't blame the oil it may just be 
bad workmanship. But interestingly some of the oil companies are blending oils especially for 
our older cars so they must have had some complaints. 

You never know, but by the time of the next newsletter I might have a registered Landcrab 
(all though after ten years I'm not going to hold my breath). 

Happy Landcrabbing. 

n. 

Sales 

mk 11 automatic shot paint, engine in bits but all there Tullamarine Vic 03 9338 2802 
or 0439 364 675 no reg offers 

2 x mk 11 rolling wrecks East Doncaster Gerry 03 9848 1413 

Kimberely mk 11 auto $1,000 02 4441 3240 



OIL IS KILLING OUR CARS!!!!! 

By: Keith Ansell, Foreign Parts Positively, Inc. 

About a year ago I read about the reduction of zinc dialkyl dithiophosphate (ZOOP) in the oils supplied with 
API approval that could affect sliding and high pressure (EP) friction in our cars. The reduction of these 
chemicals in supplied oils was based on the fact that phosphates reduce the effectiveness and eventually 
damage catalytic converters and introduce minute amounts of pollutants into our atmosphere. 

A couple of months ago I had a member of the Columbia Gorge MG aub bring a totally failed camshaft and 
lifters back to me that had only 900 miles on them!! I immediately contacted the camshaft re-grinder (Delta 
Cam) and asked how this could happen. They were well aware of this problem as they were starting to have 
many failures of this type. In the past, the lack of a molybdenum disulfide camshaft assembly lubricant, at 
assembly, was about the only thing that could create this type of problem. My customer has assembled many 
engines and had lubricated the camshaft properly. Then the bad news came out: It's today's "modem" API 
(American Petroleum Industry) approved oils that are killing our engines: Meaning all flat tappet (cam 
follower) equipped engines, as used in all BMC products, all British Leyland products, most pushrod engines 
prior to 1980, early Volvos, American high-performance engines and many others. 

Next call: To a major camshaft supplier, both stock and performance (Crane). They now have an additive for 
whatever oil you are using during break-in so that the camshaft and lifters won't fail in an unreasonably short 
period of time. They also suggest using a diesel rated oil on flat tappet engines. 

Next call: To a racing oil manufacturer that we use for the race cars (Red Une Oil). Their response: "We are 
well aware of the problem and we still use the correct amounts of those additives in our products". They 
continued to tell me they are not producing API approved oils so they don't have to test and comply. Their 
oils were NOT the "new, improved and approved" ones that destroy flat tappet engines! "We just build the 
best lubricants possible". Sounds stupid, doesn't it, New-Approved but inferior products, but it seems to be 
true for our cars. 

To top this off: Our representative from a major supplier of performance and street engine parts (EPWI) 
stopped by to "warn us" of the problem of the NEW oils on flat tappet engines. This was a call that the 
representative was making only because of this problem to warn their engine builders! "The reduction of the 
zinc, manganese and phosphates are causing very early destruction of cams and followers". They are 
recommending that, for now at least, there must be a proper oil additive put in the first oil used on new 
engines, beyond the liberal use of molydisulfide assembly lube. They have been told that the first oil needs 
the additive but remain sceptical that the first oil is all that is necessary. Their suggestion: Use diesel rated 
oils such as Oelo or Rotella that are usually available at auto stores and gas stations. 

This problem is BIG! American Engine Rebuilder's Association (AERA) Bulletin #TB2333 directly addresses this r
problem. I had a short discussion with their engineer and he agreed with all that I had been finding. 
Next phone call was to a retired engineer from Clevite, a major bearing and component manufacturer. First 
surprise was that he restored older British Motor bikes. The second surprise was that he was "VERY" aware of 
this problem because many of the old bikes had rectangular tappets that couldn't rotate and are having a 
very large problem with the new oils. He has written an article for the British Bike community that verify all 
the "bad news" we have been finding. 

Comp Cams put out #225 Tech Bulletin: "Flat Tappet camshafts". They have both an assembly lube and an 
oil additive. The telling sentence in the bulletin was "While this additive was originally developed speCifically 
for break-in protection, subsequent testing has proven the durability benefits of its long term use. This special 
blend of additives promotes proper break-in and protects against premature cam and lifter failure by 
replacing some of the benefiCial ingredients that the oil companies have been required to remove from the 
"off-th~helf oil". 

Next question: Now what do we do? 

From the camshaft re-grinders (Oeltacam) "Use oils rated for diesel use", Oelo (Standard Oil product) was 
named. About the same price as other quality petroleum based oils. They have the ZOOP we need in weights 
we are familiar with. 

From one camshaft manufacturer (Crane) : "use our additive" for the first 500 miles. 

' 0 l 



From General Motors (Chevrolet): add EOS, their oil fortifier, to your oil, it's only an B-ounce can (This 
problem seems to be something GM has known about for some time!). The additive says for break-in only, 
some dealers add it to every oil change. 

From Redline Oil: Use our street formulated synthetics. They have what we need! Early in 2007 they will be 
supplying a "break-in oil" specifically for our cars. 

From Castrol: We are beginning to see a pattern emerging on older cars. It may be advantageous to use a 
non-approved lubricant, such as oils that are Diesel rated, 4 Cycle Motorcycle oils and other specified diesel 
oils. They will be supplying "new oils" specifically for our cars in early 2007. 

For you science buffs: ZOOP is a single polar molecule that is attracted to Iron based metals. The one polar 
end tends to "Stand" the molecule up on the metal surface that it is bonded to by heat and friction. This 
forms a sacrificial layer to protect the base metals of the cam and tappet from contacting each other. Only at 
very high pressures on a flat tappet cam is this necessary because the oil is squeezed/wiped from the 
surface. This high pressure is also present on the gudgeon pin (wrist pin) in diesel engines, therefore the 
need for ZOOP in all diesel engines. 

Second part of the equation is Molybdenum disulfide (Moly). The moly bonds to the zinc adding an additional, 
very slippery, sacrificial layer to the metal. I found out that too much of the moly will create problems; lack of 
this material reduces the effectiveness of the ZOOP. The percentage, by weight is from .01 to .02%, not 
much, but necessary according to the chemists. 

Now there is no denying that there is a problem, lack of ZOOP (Zinc Oialkyl OithioPhosphate) in modern oils 
kills at least our cams and tappets. There seems to be no known alternative. 

Our cars are a small percentage of the total market and BIG Corporate, the American Petroleum Institute and 
possibly government have made decisions that are detrimental to our cars. This problem isn't going away. 
The trend today is to lighter weight oils to decrease drag, which increases mileage. Most of these seem to be 
the "Energy Conservation" oils that we cannot use. 

Redline oil and others are suggesting a 3,00D-mile break-in for new engines! Proper seating of rings with 
today's lubricants is taking that long to properly seal. Shifting to synthetics before that time will just burn a 
lot of oil and not run as well as hoped. 

The "Energy Conservation" trend was first led by automakers to increase mileage numbers and secondly 
because the ZOOP and other chemicals degrade the catalytic converter after extended miles, increasing 
pollution. Most of us don't have catalytiC converters and the mileage gains are not that Significant. 

,----.- Many oil companies may have products that will continue to function well in our cars. Castrol, Redline, 
Valvoline, Mobil, Shell, Amsoil and others have now commented on my original article and are making 
suggestions. Some companies are offering short lists of "acceptable" oils, others just one. 'One company has 
responded without any substantive information in a two-page "bulletin". By their account all their oils are 
superior and applicable. This is typical of many companies. 

Some oil manufacturers are pointing to metallurgy, blaming poorly built cams and followers. This may have 
some validity but the bottom line is that there has been a big increase in failures with products that have 
been on the market for many years but are now having greatly increased failures. To me the bottom line is, if 
the lubricants are working there is no contact between surfaces, it shouldn't matter what the materials used 
in the products are, within reason. 

On "modern" production cars, stay with the manufacturers' suggestions. For any car produced before about 
1990 the owner needs to be aware that the factory suggested lubricant may have changed and may not be 
applicable. Flat tappet, stock, performance or modified may be affected. MGB's from 1975 to 1980 must 
choose to sacrifice the cam or the catalytiC converter as an example of how difficult the decisions are 
becoming! 

Yes, there is more! Castrol does understand our dilemma and is actively looking into what it can do to 
.~ support our cars. We can soon expect to see products from them with specific application to classic cars. Red 

Line will be offering a "break-in" oil soon after the first of the year. Shell's Rotella will be good until about 



June or July of 2007 with possibly nothing after that date. Delo (Chevron) will also be questionable after the 
new "0-4" standards come in the middle of 2007. ~ 

Now the important information: 

Oils that may be correct for our cars today: 
(As reported by manufacturers by 18th Feb 07) 

NOTE: many have changed their recommendations over the last three months! 

Castrol : 

Red Une: 

Valvoline: 

Amsoil: 

Mobil: 

Chevron: 

Shell: 

Syntec "Classic" 20W-50 (Available after April, 2007) 
TWS Motorsport lOW-60* 
BMW Long Ufe 5W-30* 
*= full synthetic, available only at BMW dealerships 

10W-30, 10W-40 (Synthetic oils) 

VR-l 20W-50 (Conventional oil) 

20W-SO(TRO), lOW-40(AMO), 15W-40(AME) & 20W-50(ARO) 

Mobil 1 SW-30 and 20W-SO (Synthetic) 

Delo 400 

Rotella 

What we are doing at Foreign Parts Positively has been difficult to determine but with few options left, the 
following is what we are forced to do. Some of our choices have been based on the manufacturer's 
willingness to help and specific reports. This list will change in the next months with Castrol and Red Une 
adding products just for our cars. 

Break in: 

Conventional oil: 

Synthetic: 

Delo 400 
Castrol HD-30 (if produced before July 2006). 

Valvoline VR-l 20W-50 
Castral GTX-20w-50 (IF produced before July 2006). 

Red Une 10W-30 in newer engines 
10W-40 on older engines. 

Break-in is now 3,000 miles before changing to running oil. 

Oil change interval: 1 year or 18,000 miles with Red Une synthetic 1 year or 2,500 miles with 
conventional oil (Valvoline VR-l 20W-50). 

Thank you to Castral, Redline, Christiansen Oil, Valvoline, Mobil, Shell, Standard Oil and Amsoil for input. 
We're sure this subject will continue: Please forward any new information on this subject you may encounter. 

We have received some very interesting material from "Mr Moly" that may be putting molybdenum disulfide 
(MoS) into this discussion. It seems that ZDDP plus MoS is the best from the oil companies' opinion but MoS 
by itself may be beneficial. Some racers swear by it. The literature seems to support "Mr. Moly's" position. 

Keith M. Ansell 
Foreign Parts Positively, Inc. 
www.ForeignPartsPositively.com 
Kma4285@msn.com 



One Response to "Oil is Killing Our Cars" 

1. K.Py/e Says: 
September 28th, 2007 at 6:S8 pm 

I read your report on is oil killing our cars. One oil you failed to mention is Brad Penn. The Brad Penn, Penn Grade 1 racing oils 
do have the ZOOP additive. This is the old Kendall GT-l racing oils. Check the website www.Bradpennracing.com. Be careful 
because Shell RoteUa is now an API 0-4 product with lesser amounts of zddp, and many of the oils you have listed are API 
SM, means no zddp. Many of these oil makers will teD you there product wiD work, but you will have problems sooner or later. 
Check out the API listing on the back of the bottle, if it's SL or SM it will have little or no zinc in the 011. The lack of zddp is 
hitting many older vehicle engines very hard and getting the word out is problem, a lot of fulks are finding out the hard way 
and putting out thousands of dollars to replace a motor. Pass the word on you11 make a friend out of it. 

Following some internet research I've found these oils seam to be correctly rated: 

Shell Helix Red (Multi) 20W-SO 

Castrol GTX 20W-SO 
Castrol Edge Sport 2SW-50 (Synthetic) 

~ Mobil Special 20W-SO 
Mobil Super Early Model 2SW-60 

Caltex Havoline Classic 
Caltex Havoline Multigrade 

After much research, the popular notion that the first car mentioned in 
the Bible was a Triumph has been corrected 

It is a Honda 

"They all were of one Accord !" 



ENlJINE OUT DOWNWARDS 
by Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 
F or some time I have wanted to take out an 1800 engine downwards. This is not the ,-, 

recommended method in any of the manuals I have, but I did read about it somewhere, SL __ 
looked forward to having a go. I have now done it twice. I need to put an engine into the 
ute I am restoring, and I wanted to use an engine from one of my parts cars. The first was 
not suitable, so a second had to be found and taken out. 
lt is all pretty simple, and, for anyone who has done engine out jobs, the only big 
difference is removing the tie rods complete with gusset plates. And some other parts that 
are usually removed are left there. I think it is easier than the engine out upwards 
technique, because so many bits can be left in the engine bay. Here are the details. 

Important hint: It is a lot easier to do this job, and many others, if the grille is out. Mark 
lIs are pretty easy, but for the Mark 1, you need a drill to get rid of the pop rivets along 
the top, and an angle grinder to grind off the nuts of six other tiny bolts that hold it in 
place. Do not try to unscrew the nuts. Just grind them off. Why they used such long bolts 
is a mystery. A little angle grinder is ideal for this job. Two are inside the engine bay, 

;r---

and the others are in the wheel wells. If you know where they are, it takes five minutes. 
To put it back, use self tapping screws in only a few places. 

Back to the engine out. 
Do not: Drain oil, drain radiator. 
Do not take off: Radiator, bonnet locking platform, bonnet, gear change cables, 
battery support plate, horns, any ball joints, starter motor. 
Steps: 
1. Car on floor. Put car in neutral gear. Leave hand brake off. Remove battery. 
Unbolt exhaust from manifold. Remove grille. Remove alternator/generator to give access 
to engine mount bolts underneath. Remove distributor and leads. 
Disconnect everything connected with the engine which can be done from above: hoses, 
cables, wires, clutch slave cylinder, shock absorber (top bolt only). Plug heater hoses and 
pipes with clogged silicone nozzles. Remove air cleaner and the outer section of the,-
carbie. Loosen all nuts and bolts of all engine mounts at non-engine side, leaving some 
nuts fmger tight. 

2. Lift the front of the car a bit. I use 
a one ton chain hoist which is attached to a 
beam in the ceiling. Remove sump guard 
if fitted. Remove exhaust in one piece, 
pulling it out from behind vehicle. 
Remove the two tie rods complete with 
brackets and gusset plates (those 
triangular ones). See photo. Remove 
rubber universals or metal universals Gust 
enough room). Take out shafts that go into 
diff. Oil will probably leak out. Plug 
holes. Unbolt engine steady at engine end. 



Unscrew speedo cable. Unhook hand brake cable at engine end, and pull through hole in 
heat shield. From inside of car, detach the gear change lever. Unbolt the three supports 

~for the gear change cables, the front one from inside the car, the rear ones from 
underneath. Make sure the remote mechanism does not drop far. 
If you have a very low trolley, put it under the engine. (See separate section for the simple 
trolley I use.) If you have no low trolley, it can sit on the floor, but it will be difficult to 
get it out later. 
3. Put car back onto the floor. Attach engine support bracket to second and fourth 
cylinder head stud on grille side of engine (see photo) Put a piece of three ply or masonite 
between the radiator and the body in front of it to reduce the possibility of damaging the 
radiator. 
4. Support the weight of the engine, using a special lifting device, so that bonnet 
does not need to be removed. { see photo). Remove all bolts that are still in non-engine 
side of engine mounts. Keep fmgers away from narrow gaps! Use a hammer and tyre lever 
instead. Expect engine to tilt backwards a bit. One mount has to come off completely, the 
one under the alternator/generator. Remove the long big support that is between the 

r---engine and the battery. Find a piece of 5 inch by 5 inch block of wood about a foot long, 
and place under the grille side of the engine. Very important. This will stop the engine 
tipping over towards you when support from above is removed. Very carefully and slowly 
lower the engine onto the trolley. Wobble the engine as you do this to make sure it slides 
past the body without breaking anything. There is just enough room. Watch the radiator, 
the carbie, the front engine mount, the starter motor area. Engine is now sitting on trolley 
(or floor). Take away engine support. 
5. Lift body (with the same chain hoist and from the same spot above using my 
special body lifting device, see below for details) to a height so that engine on trolley can 
be pulled out from under front of car. Take care that gear change cables are not put under 
any undue stress. The engine can now be moved to the engine restoration bay. 
6. If car has to be pushed to another place, re-attach tie rods without gusset plates with 
minimum of bolts. Lower car to the floor. The drive shafts will clonk a bit as they tum, 
but this causes no damage. 

r' 

My ultra low trolley made with bits 1 had 
lying around. It has solid rubber wheels, 
pivoting handle. The tray is an old metal 

r--1oor 1 had lying around. No steering. To 
turn a corner, lift front or back a bit. On 

tray is engine support block of wood. 

Showing the studs to be used when lifting 
the engine. This keeps the engine horizon
tal longitudinally and slightly tilted back 

in the other direction. 



These are the hand tools I usedfor the 
second engine out job 

I FOR 
I=lDIIIT OF 

! ,All 

The home made support brackets 

So what are the advantages/disadvantages of this method? It would have to be 
considerably faster, but you have to have the right gear. I timed my second go, and it tooK 
2hours 45 minutes. I had it a bit easy, as the gear change cables and sump guard had been 
removed a few weeks ago for another job, so I saved about 15 minutes. But, to 
compensate, the nuts and bolts of the tie rod and gusset plate were an absolute pain 
because of rust. I have now discovered a way of getting the rubber universals out in a few 
minutes, using a wrecking bar, so the job will go faster next time. 

Putting the engine back again is quite straightforward. Put the engine in the right spot 
under the car, and lower the car, wobbling the engine and car all the time. When the car is 
lowered all the way to the floor, the support is removed, and the engine lift bar is attached 
to lift the engine the last few inches to its correct position. After that, you will have the 
usual problems with the engine mounts, because of lack of space. 

The big question is why this method was not recommended by BMC and authors of other 
manuals. I've just got the feeling I will automatically go for this method every time from~ 
now on. One advantage not yet mentioned is that you can check the tie rod rubbers and 
clean the usually dirty gusset plates and nearby areas while everything is dismantled. 

Rising Exchange Rates mean parts are more attractive price wise to 
purchase from England than they have been for many years. Also, I 
find I can ring Sunday night and the bits arrive here the following 
Thursday 

Tony Wood is the man. 0011 441 253352730 from Melbourne 



FUEL PROBLEMS 
by Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 
It could well be that the situation described below could happen to many readers. 
Imagine this scenario. A car is for sale. Looks good. Has been stored and motor 
not run for five (or ten) years. Price is right. Tank is half full. OK, a deal is struck 
and the car goes into the restoration area of your shed. The question I am asking in 
this article is what to do with the petrol in the tank? Throw it out? That's quite a 
few dollars of hard earned money! If you are interested in what happened to me, 
read on. 

At present I am restoring a 1968 Austin 1800 auto sedan, and got to the stage of 
firing up the enginY-!. J .Q!LthiS. ~s.§oon a.§ ~ h~y~_~l~~~g. it.Q~t,. p.ut!!!. t.!~w oil '!:ll~ . 
water, connected a good battery, made sure t . a bit of petrol in the tank, and a 
bit of spark at the plugs. Tum the ne over for a· or so to get the oil 
moving before connecting th 1. Most times, the engine fii:e~ . u~d may sound 
a bit sick, but a bit of .pg and it soon runs quite sm90thly~ . No dQ~\about it, the 

r---. B Series engine is re~for its lQpgevity. · " " :'. /;'~1;;~~~\ 

B.ili~~~~~~'h 
would COU&!1.afi "~" tu~&:l~~~,~l)~: ~?p: ~lgb1 '~W,~? ! ';,Q¥et and-=ci"ver : ~~iY. I 

~;~rr:~:~~O;;~~'~;1;t~~~~;#~~ 
;p~petI:~l Ill, blocke(latt;f~~er or .a~ge;,s6tne~h~J:e: '.What t~:~??? 

~.,~ .. /' . _~ ~.. . _/ ----- - _ _ " ,,; - ~ .' I!" .~..r 

~{ '\ / ' I tooKpff the air clea6er, and tried again. No !Cl~Jmge. Sptu -' / d stop. I also tried 
"': ' . . ;', ',- ." . , ,- /' 

<':j~\ Aerostart, ·a,nd,got the same. result. (I think;tffat stuff is;..- close to ether, which 
C~{;g:;~ l~orii~<in handy when you might/ r;eed to ~~V/ emergency operation on a 

. ""'.-. "-"".,~. - . . .,... .' 

';<;~:r~~' ,", Then I ' tIie(J:. a little trick.A/ put my hand er the air intake, and got much 
. . ........ ,,_-..'1< ...... ' . ~.' . .~ ",,; . . ..::---:--. • . 

:,-.J?~~r~t~~ .,.~~~T~~~refull~. ~p<itigin~:~~y,,~o' of air allowed to go into the carbie, 
I~'cou1.a ~';---":~~;ngili~ going. B9f:~:~WQU not keep going unless just about all of 

f' ttl~'>iir~l~ke> ':<cl6s€d off ... i:"~'::·~~f ... ,j 
'·" "··<"~~f~~C~~~( ~::~. , · ~;, )[ / 

So I checked 'th~~L"i~::§ifuple SU type, and there is not much to check. 
It seemed in good condition> 't:::arl5le gaskets were good. I checked to see if petrol 
was coming into the carbie, and that was OK. I blocked off all tubes that were 
connected to the inlet manifold, to maximise the vacuum at the inlet manifold and 
did not feel like taking off the inlet manifold and replacing the gasket, too much like 
hard work! Still no go except when the hand treatment over the air intake was in 
operation. The vacuum seemed quite good. 

Now I was grasping at straws. It is always a good idea to have a sleep while 
perusing the next step, so I did just that. Next morning, I had an idea. Just suppose 
the petrol was no longer any good. I had read about this, but never had any problem 
with fuel still in the tank even if many years old. I read somewhere that modem 
petrol is only of high quality for a few months, and the petrol in this car was at least 
five years old. 



I have an emergency petrol setup for when I am in the bush in case the petrol pump 
breaks down, or the petrol pipes disintegrate. (It is also so handy when running an r---

engine out of the vehicle. It is also ever so handy when testing an engine out of the 
car.) The emergency tank clips onto the left front passenger door glass (slightly 
wound down) and a long tube takes the fuel to the carbie. 
So I rigged this up with good quality 
fuel, and tried again. I had to block 
off the normal fuel system, of course, 
otherwise there would be a roaring 
fire in the shed. (I used a clogged 
silicone nozzle which is useful for all 
kinds of things.) This time, the 
engine ran much better, and the 
choke alone was sufficient to pull 
fuel into the combustion chambers. I 
could then tune it a bit and soon it ran 
like a proverbial clock. 

" .. ... 

PAUE,.,~€1t DtJ4R ~ 
~- .... 

Ii) 

£ .... (~~f ... ''f Fvtl SU"'~':t 
(I"tc.)'c:.le.oC ... iole.·ol\· ~DW.(" ~v_~_I_ tQ,l\k) /""" 

The emergency fuel system in place. 

When I filled the emergency tank with fuel from the car's tank, there was a lot of 
spluttering. So that was sufficient proof for me. The petrol in the tank was no good. 

Is this petrol any good? 

So, learn from me that it would be a good idea to 
empty the tank of a vehicle to be restored, and put 
in new petrol when firing up a vehicle after a very 
long spell. It seems to be true that petrol goes off, 
just like food from the supermarket. /""" 

I asked around to see what others had experienced with old petrol. One guy told me 
that if new petrol is mixed with old petrol, about 50-50, it will be OK. Another 
bloke told me that old petrol goes gooey, like glue, and blocks up the jets in the 
carby. I also heard about one brand of petrol being far worse than others when it 
comes to reaching the use by date. Someone else said that ULP is much worse for 
going off than our beloved Super. What about petrol in a sealed 44 gallon drum? 
Somebody else would know. When you think about it, petrol smells. Since petrol 
has many components, there is obviously some component of the petrol 
disappearing. So, petrol must change using this logic. 



~ 

Important items used when restoring a vehicle 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

It often happens that we start work on a vehicle that had a sad recent history, It has been in the 
weather for years and years, panels are bashed, there is rust everywhere. And we want to bring it 
back to good condition. This is not the time for kid gloves; stem measures are necessary! We line up 
the items below, have a good nights sleep, and get to work. As far as I recollect, none of the items 
below are in the manuals, but they are very important. We need: 

1. A long solid crowbar. Used when panels are twisted. Use a block of wood on 
the good panel. Also essential when you have forgotten to undo the axle"nut before taking 
the front wheel assembly away from the car. 

2. Wrecking bars of different lengths. Very handy for moving something in a 
tight spot. Essential if panels need to be straightened. 

3. A full aerosol of WD40. An absolute must. We would have the most agonizing 
withdrawal pains if we ever run out. 

r' 4. Cold chisels of different lengths and widths. These are used to get 
unwanted metal from the vehicle into the bin. 

5. A good sledge hammer and a good mash hammer. Couldn't be 
without them. Can be used to do rough panel beating. ~ 

6. A good angle grinder. Abolutely essential when dealing with anything ~~ 
rusty bolts and nuts. Cut them off. A small one is best. Mainly used for cutting, but also 
for grinding, wire. brushing ~d smoothing. / / 

7. A good quabty Swedish type hack saw, complete with a half dozen spare 
II 

blades of small teeth. Only used these days when the angle grinder cannot get there. 

8 A . f· . I' / / . variety 0 vice grip piers. Used on nearly every job. They hold, turn, 
/ I 

squeeze, extract, clamp, and can be used on nuts when normal tools give up. 

9. A 15 inch pipe wrench which takes out studs when othlr ~ethods fail. 

10 L f · . / / " . ots 0 Ice cream containers to put bits into, and to collect fluids before they 

hit the floor.. / / 
r 11. A Packet of Bandalds as you always skin your knuckles when undoing very tight 

nuts. / / 
12. A vacuum cleaner. Invaluable for cleaniny ~ a mess. Quick, effective and easy. 

13. A gallon of kero to use when cleaning compcfnents. 

14. A double ended grinder with a w(r~ brush on one side to get rid of 
thick rust, and other unwanted substances fr~nf portable objects. 

15. Killrust pressure pack pain~i: /ood because it is not necessary to remove all 
rust. I use a lot of high gloss black. Quick and easy. Excellent results. 

II 
Some people also use spanners, sockets, screw drivers, pliers, a few rags, and maybe even a workshop manual. 

,,' 
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Australia Day vintage veteran and classic gathering in Kings Domain, Melbourne. 
Photographed by Chris Lewis 



New members 
Ron Fenwicl( Box 62 Singleton NSW 2330 mk 1 Manual 

Peter Fitzpatrick 222 Mitchell Road, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 
Val@wagga.net.au Mk 1 auto 

"Mtrs Wilkins weas 85 years old when she purchased this new Aust8n 1800. She got 
her licence in it, as her husband was unable to drive. The car was sheded in 1986, and 
ran out of reg in 1990. I have replaced all seals and rubbers and mountings." 

During the restoration I have discovered that 

The Old School Garage in Wagga Wagga 02 6925 5536 can re rubber engine mounts 
and that Strut Re Gas Riverina can repair the engine shock absorber 0407 934 937 
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