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Welcome to the NEW Austin 1800 web 
site and newsletter Long time Austin

April 2013

The car of the century

The Austin   Quarterly
Newsletter^

site and newsletter. Long-time Austin 
owners would be familiar with the 
Landcrab Owners Club of Australia (LOCA) 
and the associated newsletter and other 
publications. Towards the end of 2012, 
after over 20 years service, the editor of 
the Newsletter, Daryl Stephens, decided 

h h ll d f dto hang up his quill and retire from duty 
to focus on philanthropic pursuits. 20 
years ago, the internet wasn’t the 
fountain of information (and advertising) 
it is today, and a posted newsletter was 
the norm. Despite the rapid change in 
communication technology, Daryl kept 

But now with Daryl stepping down, it’s 
perhaps time to start afresh with a new 
medium for the newsletter, and a revamped 
web site and so we have, at your service, 
www.austineighteenjundred.com.au

Austin 1800 MKII sedan

the newsletter in its original format and 
this was much appreciated by the 
membership (also aging) who devoured 
each issue upon its receipt. Without the 
efforts of this original team, we would all 
be very much poorer for information and 
knowledge about our cars.

www.austineighteenjundred.com.au

Here you will find many interesting articles, 
contributions, downloadable material and 
parts information. The whole objective of 
the web site is to bring 1800 owners 
together to share so that these magnificent 
cars may have as long a life as possible. knowledge about our cars. 

Some readers will also be familiar with an 
early austin1800 web site put together by 
John Roach, and resurrected by Eriks
Skinkis and currently available at 
www.bluestreaksix.com.au. This web site 
has many articles by the original 

To keep things current, we will have a 
regular newsletter with contributions from 
you, our readers, as well as any other news 
items that may be worth reporting such as 
car club meetings, swap meets, and show 
days. 

contributors, including many who also 
wrote for the LOCA newsletter. Alas, this 
web site has remained somewhat static 
over the years. 

I bid you welcome to this first newsletter 
and invite your contribution to future issues 
on any topic to with your car. Mail your 
articles to: 
webmaster@austineighteenhundred.com.au

Yours, travelling first class, 

austineighteenhundred.com.au
AUSTIN 1800

Tony
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE: KNOW YOUR CAR
Readers are probably aware that body numbers at BMC often started at 501 and not zero. The 
following table appears in the BMC Australia Parts List Publication 1015M and provides a very 
useful indication of body numbers for different models. Unfortunately the date of publication of 
the copy referenced is obscured. However, it can be seen that:

M l MKI 14874 501 14373 iManual MKI: 14874 – 501 = 14373 units
Auto MKI: ? 
Manual MKII : 2000 – 501 = 1499
Auto MKII: 801-501 = 300
Total number thought to be produced: 
56,918  (www.elevenhundred.com)

For the utility, the total number of bodies 
is (1944-501)+(620-501) =  1562. Total 
number thought to be produced: 2331  
(www.elevenhundred.com)

The code letters and 
numbers that make up the 
vehicle identification is also 
very interesting and can 
often be a guide to knowing 
if the car being looked at for 
prospective purchasing has 
had an engine or 
transmission change. 

Note Mark 1 and Mark IINote, Mark 1 and Mark II 
early models were fitted with 
an identification plate 
mounted near the battery.  
This plate carried both the 
body number and the engine 
number. The plate was 
dropped from the sedans pp
only from about mid 1969 
onwards. The body number 
was stamped near the 
radiator. From 1970 
onwards, a compliance plate 
was fitted to both sedans 
and utilities. All utilities 
h ld h id l
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should have an id plate, 
sedans from about mid 69 to 
70 have no id plate and later 
model sedans and utilities 
have a compliance plate. 
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE: RUST
Tony Cripps

No doubt you’ve often observed that the 
front section of the exhaust pipe is 
seldom found to be rusted out because it 

s all gets hot eno gh to dri e off the

As you’ve seen, this very heat drives off 
the water needed to form rust and so 
only light, but very visible, rust occurs. 
Th ffl d il i ll dusually gets hot enough to drive off the 

water in the exhaust gases before serious 
rust can take hold. It is the rear sections 
(usually the rear-most muffler), that 
remain relatively cool that are first to go 
due to condensation of water on the 
inside.  However, what is curious is that 

The muffler and tailpipe generally do not 
show signs of rust from the outside, but 
rust heavily from within due to the 
condensed (and sometimes stagnant) 
water present. 

Much the same effect happens when 
the mufflers and tailpipes, which usually 
rust out from within, generally have a 
non-rusty appearance from the outside 
whereas the front section usually 
appears very rusty from the outside, but 
remains relatively sound for many years. 
Why is this so? 

metals are bent or otherwise distorted. 
For example, you will find rust begins 
more easily on creases in steel body 
work, or where there has been welding 
done, because of the deformation of the 
metal causes atoms to be displaced from 
their usual positions and become less 

The front section of the exhaust, 
particularly the exhaust manifold, gets 
very hot compared to the remainder of 
the exhaust system. Rust (iron oxide) is 
the combination of iron, water and 
oxygen. As with many chemical

p
well bonded – and so are more 
amenable to being captured by water 
and oxygen to form rust. 
Most of us may remember the effect 
from our school days when we put a 
bent nail in a jelly solution containing 
acid and observed the corrosion in theoxygen. As with many chemical 

reactions, there is usually an energy 
barrier to be overcome before the 
reaction proceeds. In the case of rust, 
the water and oxygen molecules have to 
prise out an iron atom from the metal 
before iron oxide is formed. This takes 
energy When the metal is hot its atoms

acid and observed the corrosion in the 
vicinity of the bend rather than at the 
straight parts. 

It behoves us then, as enthusiastic 
owners, to avoid heating and bending 
metal parts so as to avoid the onset of 

t t th l tienergy. When the metal is hot, its atoms 
are jiggling around much more violently 
compared to when the metal is cool. 
Thus, hot metal rusts more easily than 
cool metal because the iron atoms in the 
hot metal are already somewhat 
loosened by their thermal motion and so 
h d l l fi d

rust at these locations. 

the water and oxygen molecules find 
these atoms easier to combine with to 
form rust. 
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PARTS NEWS
What’s the most common phrase heard by an Austin 1800 owner? “Can’t help you there mate” 
must top the list, closely followed by “haven’t seen one of them for years”. 

Anyone with an 1800 is acutely aware that parts are difficult to come by. Luckily, the ever-
popular mini and MG provides some relief for common components, but where do you get 
something like an air cleaner housing? Or try finding a new clutch?something like an air cleaner housing? Or try finding a new clutch? 

There are some options. One of the most popular ports of call is Tony Wood, in UK. Despite the 
distance involved, Tony can send parts to arrive in a few days. Tony can be contacted at 
awfylde@talktalk.net. Just tell him what you need and he will let you know what’s in stock or 
whether he can locate it. 

Also in UK, Earlpart has a very comprehensive list on their web site at: 
http://www earlpart co uk/Catalogue%201800 pdfhttp://www.earlpart.co.uk/Catalogue%201800.pdf

There are a number of Ebay sellers based in UK that also list 1800 parts from time to time. 

Closer to home, options are limited. Some mini-based stores are an excellent source of parts, 
but an on-line business near Newcastle in NSW comes up with interesting items from time to 
time: www.abouttimespares.com.au As well as the Austin 1800 section, there is an interesting 
selection of parts listed as unknown BMC. One such unknown item appears to be a new wood 
grain dash stripgrain dash strip. 

Also, we have Newport Motors in Adelaide with a collection of new and used parts. Bit of a lucky 
dip, and hard to contact, but worthy of a visit if you are in the area: Craig Martin, Newport 
Motors, 10 Symonds St, Royal Park, SA, phone (080) 8447 3822. No email address supplied. 

There are the odd private owners with parts cars. To safeguard privacy, details will not be 
published online or in the newsletter, but if you have an enquiry, you are welcome to email 
webmaster@austineighteenhundred com au and have your enquiry passed onwebmaster@austineighteenhundred.com.au and have your enquiry passed on. 

If you have a collection of parts/cars and wish to offer them to those in need, please provide 
your details to the above and any enquiries will be forwarded on to you. 

If you are a registered use of the 
austineighteenhundred web site, 
then you will be able to consult the 
official MKI/II parts book. So, 
instead of writing to say you need 
the dooverlacky that goes behind 
the watchemacallit, your enquiry 
can identify exactly what part is 
needed. 
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IN THE WORKSHOP
Problem: Hoses are old, and are likely to burst where they join on to the displacer. 
Repair is difficult because the crimping jaws at hose specialists cannot gain access to the pipe so that 
a new fitting and hose can be installed. 
Solution: Various

1. Dog-eared clip. 
Thi k

Comment:  Readers may be 
aware of a tip published 
elsewhere where there is said toThis makes a 

good seal, but will 
only last about 
week. Not 
recommended. 

elsewhere where there is said to 
be an advantage in sealing the oil 
filler cap with a screw. The 
present writer disagrees. Not 
only is there the possibility of the 
screw falling out, but the whole 
concept of PCV is to allow fresh 
air to circulate in the crankcase 
so that water (a by-product of 
combustion) does not condense 
inside the cool surface of the 
rocker cover. It is essential that 
air be drawn into the rocker 
cover area for this reason, and as 
well, the carburettor needle 
calibration assumes a certain

2. Clean up pipe and fit olive and compression fitting with threaded end. This is better, but also has 
problem because it adds on a considerable extra length to the whole business and the hose (especially on

calibration assumes a certain 
flow rate of air being drawn into 
the inlet manifold via the 
diaphragm PCV valve. 

problem because it adds on a considerable extra length to the whole business and the hose (especially on 
the rear displacers) will not comfortably curve around and clear the body work. The result is that the 
hoses will chafe against the underside of the bodywork. Even though the hoses look like they clear the 
body, when the car is on the ground and the system pumped up to pressure, the whole middle part of 
the displacer gets pushed out and the hose will chafe. Further, as the suspension flexes the hoses will 
move and chafe even more. 

3. The best solution is to cut off the pipe, and tap a BSP thread down into the displacer, putting grease on p p , p p , p g g
the tap first. Do not go too deep, just deep enough so that the end of the tap (which should be tapered) 
will reach the bottom of the available metal. Then, a standard BSP nipple can be swaged properly into the 
flexible pipe, and the pipe and fitting then screwed into the newly threaded hydrolastic unit. This method 
maintains the original length of fixed pipework, and also has the advantage of being removal. A crows-
foot spanner is needed to tighten the fitting.

Next issue:
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Next issue: 
How to use a hydrolastic pump. 
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The Austin 1800 web site provides additional 
valuable information for 1800 owners. 

• Emailed newsletter each quarter

• Access to downloadable material such as 
parts lists, service sheets, and full length

WEB SITE REGISTRATION CONTRIBUTIONS
Done some work on your 1800? Been on a 
trip? Have something to say? Why not make a 
contribution to the Austin Quarterly. 
Contributions are accepted in email form only, 
preferably in PDF, but standard Office format is 
OK A4 size Please leave room at the top ofparts lists, service sheets, and full length 

brochures in PDF. 

• Help with location of parts, special tools, and 
advice. 

To register, you only need to supply your email 
address, name, and city. 

Your details will not be given to any person or

OK.  A4 size. Please leave room at the top of 
each page for the letterhead (see above). 

Some contributions will be extracted for 
individual articles on the Contributions web 
page. Copyright for contributions remains the 
property of the author. By submitting a 
contribution, you permit the webmaster to 
publish the contribution in the newsletter andYour details will not be given to any person or 

entity without your express permission. 

Registration is absolutely free and need not be 
renewed periodically unless you wish to stop 
receiving the above benefits. 

publish the contribution in the newsletter and 
on the web site with your name as author. 

Email your contribution to 
webmaster@austineighteenhundred.com.au

About austineighteenhundred.com.au. This web site is financed completely from private contributions. The sole purpose is to bring 
Austin 1800 owners together and provide a resource to assist them in keeping their cars on the road so to be appreciated by all. We 
do not endorse any particular supplier or commercial venture. Any advertising from commercial vendors  appears for information 

purposes only and is not paid for. The organisers of this web site assume absolutely no responsibility whatsoever for the 

Happy first class travellers in an Austin 1800 MKII. 
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accurateness or appropriateness of the information contained within it, including the contents of the newsletter. 
The contents of the web site and newsletter is copyright. The material may be copied for your personal private use only. 

Reproduction in other publications for non-profit use may be made with permission from 
webmaster@austineighteenhundred.com.au


